Comment: I would very much like to see a development plan for even this short section of the John
Wayne Trail finally approved. Having ridden from Rock Lake to Plummer on a bike, I am convinced this
trail is an incredible state asset with lots of potential for development and enjoyable use. I would also
hope that the private property issues at Rock Lake can be worked out, as the stretch along the lake is
without a doubt, the most scenic stretch east of the Columbia. I would say the highest priority is to
resolve the trespass issues with fencing and signs. Then the surface needs to be improved, since the
current surface is the main reason it sees so little use. Then improved parking would be the next
priority. With more use and more eyes along the trail, trespass issues should decrease, just as they
generally have done on other public trail systems. A Friends Group made up of regular trail users will be
a big help as well, both in decreasing abuse and for raising money for continued maintenance and
improvements. Once more people start using the trail, it will be much easier to get grants for the bigger
projects like the bridge repairs. The money is definitely out there for this project. It’s just a matter of
generating momentum and excitement. So I am very supportive of the proposed plan for the eastern 34
mile segment. The trailhead locations are good and the long term plan is doable. Thank you.
Comment: Thank you very much for responding to my voice mails and for letting me know that at least
you had received my comment to the Draft Iron Horse Palouse Planning Document Amendment to the
master Plan.
I really wish I could have been able to submit my comment prior to the Feb. 10th deadline, however, I had
to urgently drop everything I was doing and provide a lot of information to Idaho State Parks and Rec.
about the said 4.5 mile segment of the 9 mile Milwaukee Road Corridor being for sale immediately as
explained in my previous emails to you. Thank you very much for making copies of my comments for the
WA State Parks
Commissioners at their March 27th meeting. I am sorry you had to go to the trouble of making copies of
my comments, just because I was late submitting them.
Thanks for sending me your current mailing address. I would like to mail you a huge, almost full page
article in Whitman County Gazette, Thursday, March 6, 2014, page 10A, entitled “Plan for John
Wayne Trail headed for state parks board.”
I have subscribed to this newspaper since 1999. the Editor is very supportive of work on the JWPT and
my efforts to connect it to the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes. He has talked to me several times and written
articles about my work and meetings I have had with the Coeur d’ Alene Tribe. He is very good about
stating facts accurately. He most likely wrote the article I will mail to you, since the author or reporter
wasn’t noted. I gave two copies of the article to Redacted. Do you already subscribe to the Whitman
County Gazette? If not, it is well worth the annual $30 cost for it to be mailed out of the area, it is a
weekly newspaper.
Redacted from our JWPW&R, whom you know already, will be attending the March 27th meeting in
Chehalis. Since this is important meeting, I would like to attend also if possible.
According to the WA State Parks Commission website, it doesn’t look like the agenda for the meeting
which is from 9am -5pm, will be available until one week prior to that date.
Do you know how to access the state web site for the plan that lists letters and comments on the plan, as
mentioned in the Whitman County Gazette article? I was not able to find it, however, often I am not very
efficient at finding things on websites and will have to search again.
Comment: I am forwarding this email to you, in case IronHorse.palouseplanning@parks.wa.gov wasn’t
the correct email to submit our comments to the Draft Planning Doc. Amendment.
Today, I received the Thursday, March 6, 2014 issue of the Whitman County Gazette, I have subscribed
to since 1999. On page 10A, there was a huge, ¾ page article entitled, “Plan for John Wayne Trail
headed for state parks board.”

I don’t know if you have access to this newspaper or not and I would like to photo copy the article and
mail it to you, however, I don’t know your mailing address.
I will try to telephone you or others so I can find out your mailing address.
I am very sorry my comments to the Draft Iron Horse Palouse Planning document Amendment to the
Master Plan are being sent so late, well past the Feb. 10th deadline.
Two things caused my delay: 1.) you had requested some background information about my work on
connecting our JWPT to the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes which is attached above; and
2.) because of the mention that trail planning and development between Tekoa Trailhead and the Idaho
border should be coordinated with development of the 10-mile gap on the former Milwaukee RR Corridor
between Idaho and the beginning of the existing 72-mile Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes. Redacted Property
issues.
Re: Support for Draft of the “Iron Horse Palouse Planning Document.”
Dear Mr. Jamie Van De Vanter, RLA and all the other WA State Parks Staff both current and retired
who put so much time and effort into compiling and writing this meticulous, thorough, and detailed
update of the Iron Horse Master Plan entitled the Draft Iron Horse Palouse Planning Document. I support
this draft document and would like to help implement it in any way that I can, especially as a volunteer in
work parties organized through the John Wayne Pioneer Wagons & Riders (JWPW&R).
As a longtime member of the JWPW&R, first joined in 1984, and a strong supporter
of the completion of the 287 mile John Wayne Pioneer Trail, bringing it up to WA State Parks standards,
and eventually connecting it to the Trail of the Coeur d’Alenes in Idaho, I am excited about the Draft Iron
Horse State Park Master Plan Amendment. The approval and development of the phases of this Draft
Amendment from Malden to the WA/ID border and eventually east to Plummer, ID along the abandoned
Milwaukee Road ROW, are critical first steps towards the ultimate completion of this entire nonmotorized, recreational, JWPT, making it more assessable and enjoyable to the general public. When
approved, the Draft Planning Document, will present the steps to guide future phases of development, and
assist in acquiring funding for these trail improvements and developments.
Comments about the Draft Amendment:
1.) Page 4, last paragraph first sentence, “Outside of the Study Area, Idaho’s existing 72-mile paved Trail
of the Coeur d’ Alanes, (should be Alenes) also on the old Milwaukee Road Corridor, (incorrect, the Trail
of the Coeur d’ Alenes is on the former Union Pacific RR ROW), begins at Plummer, ID approx. 10 miles
(9 miles may be more accurate) from WA/ID border.
2.) Page 9, under “Long- Term Boundary,” I agree with obtaining legal property easement agreements
from WA State DNR not provided in spring of 2006 during Milwaukee Road Corridor transfer from DNR
to WA State Parks, but not just from Malden to the WA /ID border but from Lind to the WA/ID border, to
guarantee that WA State Parks has perpetual use of that entire JWPT corridor all the way from Lind to the
Washington/Idaho border for future WA State Parks work not included in this Draft Amendment. I
support goal to obtain long-term leases and/or acquisition of the three identified ownership gaps listed
beginning at MP 156.9, MP 170.4 and MP 173.8.
Please note, it is much more desirable to purchase the private property MP 170.4 to MP 171.7 which
includes a proposed trailhead, rather than the Tekoa Rodeo arena has some Tekoa City Councilpersons
have suggested. The Tekoa Rodeo arena used to be heavily used by the Union Pacific RR, which is not
part of the Milwaukee Road. The Rodeo arena more than likely has been contaminated with heavy metals
and silver mine tailings that leaked from the Union Pacific RR open RR cars as happened along the 72

Union Pacific RR corridor from Plummer, ID to Mullen, ID. It cost the Union Pac. RR over $35 million
dollars to clean up the 4% of the contamination and place 2.5 inches of asphalt as a cap along the
easement, before they could abandon if for the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes. See my attachment, on the
summary of my work to connect the JWPT to the paved Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes.
3.) Page 11, Chapter 4, Public comments included: “At Tekoa, Idaho’s potential 10- mile
Trail link to the trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes was discussed, but it was identified the Idaho trail developers
wanted to terminate that trail at Plummer and not connect to Tekoa.”
Absolutely not true, since the Union Pacific RR traveled north from Plummer. The Union Pacific RR did
not ever own the railroad corridor from Plummer westward to the WA/ID border near Tekoa, the
Milwaukee Road owned the ROW until they went bankrupt in 1980 and eventually the WA State DNR
acquire it. Originally the Union Pacific RR declared their 72 mile ROW for sale and they had no intention
of developing it into a trail
Until the Coeur d’ Alenes Tribe, the State of Idaho and the Federal EPA for Region 10,
spent four years in Federal Courts and finally reached a settlement with the Union Pacific RR to remove
the contamination and convert it into a trail.
As stated earlier, your Draft Iron Horse Palouse Planning Document Amendment is very
well written and thorough. I especially like the 39 pages of electronic maps that can be easily updated,
unlike the large, oversize, old, cumbersome, Milwaukee Road ROW survey maps I have used. More trail
users will be able to enjoy that 34 mile segment of the trail once the sharp large rocks in the railroad
ballast has been removed and replaced with 5/8 inch minus gravel. We often have bicycle riders join us
on our annual JWPT ride across the state and flat tires due to the sharp rocks are common. It will be nice
to have the bridge abutments smoothed out so the grades are not so steep up down then up especially for
our teamsters and people on foot, where the bridges are gone.
Once those phases of improvements have been implemented and the Tekoa Trestle is restored and the
JWPT is connected to the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes, there will be abundant economic growth to all the
communities from Malden to the WA/ID border just as there has been for the Coeur d’ Alenes Tribe and
the State of Idaho because of the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes. Currently there are about 100,000 trail
users per year on the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes according to online sources.
I will be as much help as possible through the John Wayne pioneer wagons& riders to help this said
document to be implemented. When the time comes to improve the JWPT from Tekoa 5.5 miles to the
WA/ID border and extend it across the border 9-10 miles
Across the Coeur d’ Alenes Reservation to Plummer, ID to connect to the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes, if
I am still alive, I would love to help accomplish that.
Thanks for all your work and for giving the public a chance to respond.
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Brief history to connect the John Wayne Pioneer Trail along the abandoned Milwaukee Road
corridor within Iron Horse State Park in the State of Washington to the “Trail of the Coeur d’
Alenes” in northern Idaho, via a nine mile “missing link” connector between the WA/ID border
across the Coeur d’ Alene Tribe Reservation to Plummer, Idaho.
History of the John Wayne Pioneer Trail
In the beginning, Native Americans traveled by horseback across the Rockies and Cascade Mountain
ranges from Montana to the Puget Sound, looking for food and livelihood. In 1909, an iron horse called
The Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul, and Pacific Railroad traveled from Chicago over the same route, 2305
miles, powered by coal. It became known as the Milwaukee Road. Then in 1915, the iron horse became
electrified.
By the mid 1970’s it was having financial troubles and by 1980 was bankrupt.
Ken Wilcox, founder of Backcountry Horsemen of Washington and Paul Hart spearheaded the efforts for
Washington State to purchase and convert the abandoned Milwaukee Road right -of-way into a future
non- motorized recreational trail that would include equestrians and horse drawn wagons use, from 1980
to 1984. In April 1981, Michael Anthony Wayne gave permission to name the proposed trail after his
father, John Wayne, to State Representative, Gary Scott, who was serving in the House at that time. On
December 30, 1981, the State of Washington purchased 212.9 miles of the abandoned railroad right-ofway consisting of 88.9 miles from Easton to Royal City Junction and 124 miles from Warden to the Idaho
border, for 1.9 million dollars, and for an additional $400,000 the remaining trestles and bridges that had
not been torn down or destroyed were purchased. This purchase encompassed 4,024 acres. The 44 mile
segment of the Milwaukee Road from Royal City Junction to Othello was purchased by private
individuals and supports an active rail line. In 1989, another 36 miles from Cabin Creek to Cedar Falls
was added when AT&T purchased that part of the right-of-way from Burlington Northern and deeded the
land to WA State parks & Rec. for a trail with the stipulation that AT&T would have permanent easement
under the trail surface for their fiber optic cable.
In the fall of 1981, Ken Wilcox told “Chic” Hollenbeck about the proposed purchase and Chic became
involved. “Chic” Hollenbeck had a vision to form a group of horsemen to help purchase, promote and
maintain this old Native American route, then known as the Milwaukee Road Corridor. He envisioned a
“soft” not paved, recreational trail for all non- motorized trail users, including pedestrians, bicyclists,
horse riders and horse/mule drawn- wagons, that would eventually extend from Puget Sound across
Washington State, across the Panhandle of Idaho to Montana on the abandoned Milwaukee Road right-ofway. In early 1983, he founded a group of horsepersons known as the John Wayne Pioneer Wagons &
Riders to nurture and accomplish this ambitious project. In 1984, this recreational trail was officially
named the John Wayne Pioneer Trail within the Iron Horse State Park.
Since then the JWPW&R have been working with WA State Parks and WA State DNR to improve the
JWPT, to establish permanent overnight trailheads and camping areas for trail users, close to the JWPT,
and to make it continuous from its beginning at Rattlesnake Lake to its end at the WA/ID border.
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Brief summary of my work on behalf of the JWPW&R on the proposed nine mile “missing link”
connector trail, between the WA/ID border and Plummer, ID
December 31, 1999
I read an article in The Standard-Register entitled “ U.S., Tribe, State Reach $30 million superfund
agreement with Union Pacific Railroad to be cleaned, converted into public trail” from Plummer, ID to
Mullan, Id. Learned later that the 72 mile trail would be paved from Mullan to Harrison, and then
continue as a soft trail from Harrison to Plummer.
I immediately began to research the new trail, with the hope that equestrians could ride on the “soft” trail
from Plummer Junction to Heyburn State Park. From Heyburn State Park, equestrians could then ride
through the woods to the St. Maries Fairgrounds then pick up the old abandoned Milwaukee Road from
St. Maries to St. Joe, Calder, Avery, Lookout Pass and finally Montana. (The Milwaukee Road between
Plummer and St. Maries is still in use by the St. Maries River Railroad.)
The John Wayne Pioneer Wagons & Riders had extended their Annual Ride across Washington into
Idaho twice, once in 1989 and again in 1991, riding mostly on roads to the St. Maries Fairgrounds by
invitation from the Idaho Centennial Committee one of those years.
February 1, 2000
Began to communicate with Jack Gunderman, Environmental Scientist, hired by the Coeur d’ Alene
Tribe, to oversee the work on the new $30 million non- motorized, 72 mile trail along the soon to be
abandoned Union Pacific RR.
Purpose: to establish a soft, non- motorized, trail between the Washington/Idaho border and Plummer,
Idaho across the Coeur d’ Alene Reservation, to connect the eastern most end of the John Wayne Pioneer
Trail along the abandoned Milwaukee Road, within the Iron Horse State Park, to the beginning of the 72
mile, $30 million Superfund trail, that begins in Plummer, ID and ends in Mullen, ID.
February to June, 2000
Obtained a hand drawn map of abandoned, Milwaukee Road route between the WA/ID border and
Plummer, ID through Lovell Valley from Stanley Johnson, a historical expert on the Milwaukee Road
routes. Also obtained very detailed survey maps of the abandoned Union Pacific RR route through the
above area, from George E. Lindsey, Jr. Manager Real Estate for the Union Pacific Railroad.
July 13, 2000
Met with Coeur d’ Alene Tribe Council at their Headquarters in Plummer, ID to propose the nonmotorized trail. In the absence of the regular Chairperson, the Acting Chairperson Norma Peone presided.
I presented the following information: 1.) Who are the John Wayne Pioneer Wagon & Riders; 2.) Our
main purpose is to complete the 286 mile, soft, un-paved John Wayne Pioneer Trail along the abandoned
Milwaukee Road, eastward to eventually establish a non- motorized trail from Puget Sound to Montana;
3.) The Standard-Register newspaper, December 31, 1999 issue, announcement of approval of the new
$30 million, 72 mile, non-motorized trail from Plummer Junction to Harrison and on to Mullan, Idaho
along the abandoned Union Pacific RR
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route; 4.) The proposed 9 mile “missing link” non- motorized “soft” trail along the abandoned Milwaukee
Road railroad route across the Coeur d’Alene Reservation from the end of the Milwaukee Road Trail at
the WA/ID border to Plummer Junction, depicted by maps;
5.) As an example of how WA State DNR manages the Milwaukee Road Corridor Trail, I gave each of
the Tribal Council Members, permit applications, fees, brochures, maps and “Rules of the Road;” 6.)
Presented different examples of liability waivers;
7.) I discussed the social and economic benefits to the Coeur d’Alene Tribe that may result from the
establishment of this proposed ‘missing link’ trail. In the absence of the regular Chairperson, the Acting
Chairperson Norma Peone, stated it has been the policy of the Tribe to support such activities in the
interest of promoting good will in the community. They decided to turn the proposal over to their
Department of Natural Resources for further consideration.
I mailed copies of the Milwaukee Road route through Lovell Valley from the WA/ID border to Plummer,
ID, as hand drawn for me by Stanley Johnson, author of The Milwaukee Road In Idaho, and also the
survey maps of the Union Pacific RR route, to the Tribe’s Depart. DNR, along with other pertinent
information.
Sept 11, 000
Met with their DNR Committee in Plummer, ID at the Coeur d’ Alene Tribal Headquarters, Mt. Alfred
Nomee, Director/Manager presiding. He presented me with a color, computer generated map of Lovell
Valley with both railroad routes, entitled “Abandoned Railroad Routes Through Lovell Valley.” After a
brief discussion, it was decided the old abandoned Milwaukee Road route would indeed be best for a nonmotorized “soft” trail. They voted to give preliminary approval for me to proceed and contact all the
people either owning or leasing the property from the Tribe, along the proposed route. They asked me to
report back to their committee with the responses from those people.
I searched through maps and files at the Benewah County Assessor Office in St. Marie, ID. Obtained
names, addresses and parcel information of 14 private property owners along the old abandoned
Milwaukee Road Route between the WA/ID border and Plummer, ID. Note, one more property owner
was discovered later and added for a total of 15. The Coeur d’ Alene Tribe’s Land Service Depart. in
Plummer, looked up the names of about 64 Tribal members who have vested trusts as landowners along
the route. (Since the names of the Tribal members are all private and confidential, in October 2000, I
supplied the postage and letters to the Tribe so they could use their envelopes and letterheads to mail my
letters to the said Tribal members.)
March 2001
All 79 people with a legal interest in proposed trail route were mailed my letter that gave details about the
proposed non-motorized, not paved, connector trail and asked if anyone would be opposed to the trail.
Only two people contacted responded, and there was no opposition to trail.
April 5, 2001
Telephoned the Chairman of DNR, Alfred Nomee and told him that the Tribal Headquarters had
not received any opposition to the proposed trail from the mailings of my letter. He referred me back to
Jack Gunderman.
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April 11, 2001
Telephoned Jack Gunderman. He said I should meet once again with the Tribal Council to give them an
update. After that meeting, we should hold two public meetings about this proposed trail, one in
Plummer, ID. and one in Tekoa, WA. If there is no major opposition to the trail, then hopefully the trail
could be dedicated at the same time as the 72 mile trail, “Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes,” either late 2001
or early 2002.
May 31, 2001
I and about one dozen John Wayne Pioneer Wagons & Riders met with the Coeur d’ Alene Tribal Council
in Plummer, ID. The Tribal Council Chairperson, Ernst Stensgar, was presiding over the meeting. Jack
Gunderman explained to the Tribal Council, how he has been guiding me in my effort to establish a 9
mile non- motorized, trail from the WA/ID border across the Reservation along the abandoned
Milwaukee Road Route to Plummer, to connect to the future “Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes.” I gave a brief
report about the response from the property owners along the proposed 9 mile trail route. The President
and the Director of the John Wayne Pioneer Wagon and Riders both explained how this important
missing trial link, would benefit thousands of people and help fulfill the vision of the Founder of our
organization to establish a non-motorized trail from Puget Sound to Montana. The Tribal Council voted to
approve the proposed abandoned Milwaukee Road Route as a non- motorized “soft” trail. Chairperson
Stensgar said the Tribal Council would adopt and sign a Resolution to approve this trail, and he will be in
touch with Jack Gunderman to write the Resolution.
June 2001
Jack Gunderman informed me that an additional extensive area of heavy metal contamination had been
discovered near Harrison. This discovery ultimately led to the capping and asphalting of the entire trail
between Harrison and Plummer. Subsequently, Jack suggested an alternative route for equestrians to
reach Heyburn State Park from Plummer Junction along an old, unimproved service or fire road about 4
miles long over private property.

January 2003
The Resolution had not been prepared yet because Jack Gunderman has been extremely busy overseeing
the construction of the “Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes.” Hopefully the new Trail Manager, Dean Chapman,
recently hired, will have time to help write the Resolution soon, to enable the Tribal Council to officially
sign the Resolution to adopt the 9 mile “missing link” soft trail, that that this segment can be dedicated at
the same time as the new “Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes.”
April 22. 2003
Dean Chapman, Trail Manager, Coeur d’ Alene Tribe, arranged with Jack Gunderman, and Karen
Seargent, Heyburn State Park Ranger for a walk or hike along the four mile old dirt road from Plummer
Junction to Heyburn State Park boundary and onward into the park, to find out if it would be suitable for
horse riders and wagons. Six members of the John Wayne Pioneer
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Wagons & Riders Assoc. including myself, our Wagon Master, and one of the large property owners who
own part of the proposed trail, Robert Buell, were on the tour. It was decided that riders could use the
trail, but not wagons nor buggies due to the steep incline.
Also on the same day we took a car tour with Dean Chapman along the 9 mile “missing link” trail from
Tekoa, WA to Plummer, ID. People present were the six JWPW&Rs members and Gary Wentz, an
Assistant Scoutmaster from Walla Walla, WA. Mr. Wentz was planning a nine day, 408 mile bicycle trip
with some of his young Boy Scouts and a few parents, from Cedar Falls Park in North Bend, WA along
the John Wayne Pioneer Trail corridor to the WA/ID border and continuing into Idaho along the 9 mile
“missing link” trail to the new 72 mile “Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes” to the Idaho- Montana border..
After the tour, we concluded most of the trail is usable with only minor repairs needed near Plummer to
repair a washed out area and to cut back the brush to make the trail wide enough for wagons, etc. The
Sorrento Tunnel, might have a drainage problem inside even though it has a drainage system, it would
have to be checked out for safety by a structural engineer.
June 28, 2003
Five Boy Scouts and four adults from Boy Scout Troop 305 in Walla Walla made history by riding their
bicycles 408 miles in nine days from North Bend, WA to Montana along the John Wayne Pioneer Trail,
the Milwaukee Road Corridor and the then incomplete Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes, under the leadership
of Gary Wentz. They crossed Chatcolet Lake at Heyburn State Park on a pontoon boat. (Before the trip,
Gary had contacted me for information about our annual John Wayne Pioneer Trail ride, to find out our
contacts for overnight places to stay, mileage, etc. and who to contact in the Coeur d’ Alenes Tribe for
permission to bicycle over the 9 mile undeveloped Milwaukee Road ROW across their Reservation from
the WA/ID border to Plumber, ID to connect to the Trail of the Couer d’ Alenes.)
Spring/summer of 2003
A 4.5 mile segment of the 9 mile “missing link” trail across the Coeur d’ Alene reservation from Agency
Rd. to Old Hwy 95, including the Sorrento Tunnel owned by Prairie Grain Inc. was offered for sale to the
Coeur d’ Alene Tribe for $200,000. The Tribe is interested in purchasing it for a non- motorized soft,
trail, however the asking price is too high.
Dec. 12, 2005
Benjamin Gettleman, Manager of Trail Development, Western Regional Office,
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy emailed me about their interest to work with us on the Milwaukee
Road rail to trail between the WA/ID border and Plummer, ID
March 20, 2006
WA State Gov. Christine Gregoire signed Senate Bill 6527, with an Amendment attached by
State Representative Toby Nixon, member of the House Transportation Committee.
The Amendment immediately transferred from WA State DNR to WA State Parks a segment of
the abandoned Milwaukee Road Corridor from Lind to the WA/ID border. Subsequently that
segment became a continuation of the JWPT within the Iron Horse State Park.
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Background information on SB 6527. February of 2006, the WA State DOT asked the Senate to
Introduce SB 6527 to extend their deadline for negotiation with BNSF RR for conversion of the
Milwaukee Road corridor between Ellensburg and Lind back to rail use from 2006 to 2013.
I contacted State Representative Toby Nixon from my 45th District who was a member of the
House Transportation Committee to find out if he would attach an Amendment to SB 6527 that
would immediately turn over the segment of the Milwaukee Road Corridor from Lind to the
WA/ID border from WA State DNR to WA State Parks, to prevent WA State DOT from
the possibility of converting that segment back into rail use through action of the State Legislature.
The abandoned Milwaukee Road ROW from North Bend, WA to the WA/ID border is not in the federal
rail banking program, and it is up to our State Legislature to determine whether the whole right-of-way is
economically feasible for rail or just the Ellensburg to Lind segment.
This Amendment would also enable WA State Parks to apply for grants to make improvements on this
segment of the Milwaukee Road ROW and bring it up to WA State Parks standards for use as a
recreational trail. I told Toby that I would contact several people and let him know what they think of the
Amendment. He said he would convince the Legislature, Parks, DNR, and DOT that supporting this
Amendment is,“ the right thing to do.”
Below are some of the people I contacted:
1.) The lobbyist for BNSF RR who told me the railroad doesn’t have enough money to buy any more
engines to even service a new rail line between Ellensburg and Lind, and he had seen some mitigation
papers where it would cost a RR carrier hundreds of millions of dollars to mitigate the environmental
impacts to construct a new railroad between Ellensburg and Lind ; 2.) The lobbyist for WA State Parks
Commission Fred Romero finally agreed to the Amendment after I researched and found answers to
several questions he had; 3.) WA State DNR SE Region maintenance managers Vanessa Freeman and her
supervisor George Shelton of the Milwaukee Road corridor east of the Columbia River told me how
much it costs to maintain that segment and they supported turning it over to WA State Parks; 4.) Pat Boss,
director of the WA State Potato Commission regarding complaints they had with BNSF RR, for not
having enough engines already to pick up their potatoes, onions and fruit on the loading docks before they
begin to rot. He said the shippers/farmers want RR service from Moses Lake to Soap Lake and a pull over
track in Quincy, a new rail line between Ellensburg and Lind would not help them at all;
5.) Margaret Pounds, Environmental Division Chief for the Military at the Yakima Firing Center,
said she can’t speak on behalf of the Military, however she said that area is too environmentally sensitive,
Federal and State regulations much more strict now than when the Milwaukee Road was first built in
1900s, and she was concerned about security of a train crossing a military center
and threat of terrorists attack; 6.) Telephoned Rex Derr, Director, WA State Parks, he was supportive of
the Amendment to transfer the said segment of the Milwaukee Road from WA State DNR to WA State
Parks; and 7.) I telephoned Gov. Christine Gregoire’s office and left a message about SB 6527 and the
Amendment to find out if she would approve the Amendment.
After the Senate bill and amendment reached Gov. Gregoire’s desk, Kathyleen Drew, Gov. Gregoire’s
Governmental Policy Advisor, returned my call and said the Governor would sign the SB 6527 with our
Amendment to transfer the segment of the Milwaukee Road from Lind to the WA/Id border over to WA
State Parks, but first she just wanted to check with me to see if the
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Amendment was worded the way we wanted it. Ms. Drew read it to me and I told her it was just fine and
to thank Governor Gregorie for signing it. I was thrilled that I was even contacted by the Governor’s
Office and for her support of the Amendment and the extension of the John Wayne Pioneer Trail from
Lind to the WA/ID border under the management and control of WA State Parks rather than the DNR.

June 12, 2006
Dale Middleton, member of the Ice Age Floods Institute telephoned to tell me about the proposed
Ice Age Floods Pathway regional system of trails and roads from Missoula, MT to Astoria, OR.
He said maybe his group can work with us in completing parts of our John Wayne Pioneer Trail,
especially in the Rock Lake area, Hole in the Wall and other very scenic, unique areas that were created
by the Lake Missoula Ice Age Floods. He wanted me to keep him informed about our progress.

June 17, 2006
Another group of members of Boy Scout Troop 305 from Walla Walla left Cedar Falls in North Bend to
bicycle on the John Wayne Pioneer Trail and the completed Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes to Montana,
under the leadership of Gary Wentz. (This time the converted railroad swing bridge across Chatcolet Lake
was finished and is a permanent segment of this trail. They did not have to cross the lake in pontoon
boat.) This time they completed their ride in eight days.
August 6, 2007
Dean Chapman emailed me of a pending meeting with Prairie Grain owners, after grain harvesting was
over in two weeks, to discuss lowering the $200,000 purchase price for their five parcels that make up
their 4.5 mile segment of the Milwaukee Road ROW, even though Don Parker was not interested in
lowering the price.
August 29, 2007
I telephoned Prairie Grain Co. spoke to Don Parker to find out if he had talked to Dean Chapman and
Jason Brown yet to discuss a price for their 4.5 mile segment of the Milwaukee Road ROW. He said that
since neither one of them contacted him about a meeting date after two weeks, he went ahead and
contacted a realtor who has a “qualified buyer” from California who wants to purchase it. I had found
online, who was listing the parcels and gave Jason Brown the contact information for the realtor, Tom
Tagen of Sothebys realty in Idaho and told him the price had been raised to $650,000.The Sorrento
Tunnel was listed as a possible mushroom growing facility.
February 13, 2014
Since the purchase price was so unreasonable high, and out of the question for those five parcels, I didn’t
pursue looking into whether or not they had been sold until I recently read and began to prepare a written
response to the Washington State Parks Draft Iron Horse Palouse Planning Document. This Draft Plan
lists major improvements to the John Wayne Pioneer Trail from
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Malden to the WA/ID border, and also mentions the missing 9 mile link between the WA/ID border to
Plummer. Since the said 4.5 mile segment is such a critical link to connect the John Wayne Pioneer Trail
to the Trail of the Coeur d’ Alenes, Redacted
The only reason I am mentioning it here is because if I hadn’t read your Draft Iron Horse Palouse
Planning Document and carefully and on page 20, under Phase 4, “Tekoa to Idaho Border Development”
and read, Trail planning and development between the Tekoa Trailhead and
the Idaho Border should be coordinated with development of the 10-mile, gap on the former Milwaukee
Railroad Corridor between Idaho border and the beginning of the existing 72-mile Trail of the Coeur
d’Alanes, Redacted
I am very grateful to all the WA State Parks Planners in compiling the draft planning document.
Comment: I have been a resident of Tekoa for over 11 years and have spent many hours riding bikes and
hiking along the John Wayne Trail from the Idaho Border all the way to Rosalia. I have seen litter and
vehicle tracks along these byways and have wondered why the signs popped up saying vehicles were
prohibited, and permits were required for their use. When I called the number posted on the sign I spoke
to a very professional person who sent me information and application forms right away. I was concerned
about the application and never filled it out, but still continued to hike and bike on the trail in the hopes of
meeting a ranger, which never happened.
Now I read that the Parks and Recreation department is in the planning stages of developing a trailhead in
Tekoa for trail users, and there have been several negative comments from folks who own land adjacent
to the trail who are concerned about continued abuse of their land from trail users.
While I have seen litter and tracks off the trails, for the most part the others I have met on the trail have
been polite, friendly, and law abiding folk, respecting their surroundings and out to enjoy the scenery and
outdoors. Yes, there are others who are not on the trail to take advantage of the access it gives us to
nature. These are the same people who toss litter from their cars, trespass on private property to hunt, and
park where they shouldn't. I see no difference between these folks driving on public roads and highways,
and using the trails so many of us would like to see developed in Eastern Washington. I do not see them
as a reason to keep from developing these trails.
Tekoa recently started up a bicycle club whose members have expressed great interest in riding the John
Wayne Trail. However the trail as it is at present is too difficult a ride for any but the more adventurous
of the members to take on, especially East of Tekoa to the Idaho State Line.
Personally, I understand the concerns of those property owners. They don't need any more traffic next to
their property when it only brings them more trouble. But I also believe that if they see people using this
trail the way it was intended they would have a change of heart and welcome others to see what they see,
a wonderful countryside filled with scenery matched only by what is around the next bend.
It is my sincere hope that these plans continue to move forward, and the great lands of Eastern
Washington can be viewed by all, be they on foot, horse, or bicycle.
Comment: I am interested in the concrete arch bridge located just south of Rosalia and visible from Hwy.
195. A similar design is the bridge supporting the Sunset Hwy. spanning Latah Creek near its outlet to
the Spokane River in Spokane. Do you have any information on this bridge, or know where I can get
some information? I believe it is on the State Historical Register. Thanks for your help.

Comment: Nice big article on front page of Spokesman-Review this morning about the John Wayne
Trail State Park Project. Had no idea that the Milwaukee Bridge was on the National Register of Historic
Places.
Is there a bronze plaque denoting that designation somewhere affixed to the bridge? If not, certainly there
should be one. Which brings up a long sought after update of Hwy 195 brown historic site signs leading
into Rosalia. We tried in vain to pursue with DOT a request to place historic signs on both exits of 195,
when Rosalia's restored 1923 Texaco Station serving as the Visitor & Interpretive Center for the Steptoe
Battlefield State Park was placed on the National and State Historic Register of Historic Places in 2005.
Maybe State Park can coaxed the DOT to place signs at both exits into Rosalia with park's brown signage
indicating that there are actually 3 sites that are on the National Register of Historic Places. 1. Steptoe
Battlefield State Park, 2. The restored Rosalia 1923 Texaco, which serves as the Visitor Resource and
Interpretive Center for the Steptoe Battlefield State Park. and 3. The Milwaukee Bridge (corridor for the
John Wayne Trail section)
Right now for travelers heading north to Spokane from Pullman -there is only one brown sign on the
South exit of 195 for the Steptoe Battlefield State Park and none on the North Exit for travelers coming
from Spokane heading south.
Here's what is needed on both North and South Exits
1. Steptoe Battlefield State Park on North and South Exit.
2. 1923 Texaco (aka Visitor and Interpretive Center for Steptoe Battlefield St Park) on both exits
3. The Historic Milwaukee Bridge (John Wayne Trail Corridor) on both exits.
Again, great article about the trail's progress.

Plan for John Wayne Trail
headed for state parks board

Trailhead sketch for Tekoa in state park plan
This conceptual plan for a trailhead at Tekoa is among illustrations on the “Iron Horse Palouse” plan which will be presented to
the State Parks and Recreation Board at its March meeting.
Washington Street in north Tekoa separates the two segments of
the trailhead. Each is illustrated with a turn loop at the end. The
John Wayne Trail, the former Milwaukee railroad right-of-way,

runs along the bottom of the trailhead sketch. Plans for this site
have been questioned because the Tekoa trestle, located to
the left, has been barricaded because it lacks trail surfacing.
Tekoa’s Iron Horse riding arena, located on the former UP rightof-way, has served for years as the unofficial trailhead for the
trail at Tekoa.

Project began in 2011
with three local hearings

Riders on the trail now use Washington Street to get
back on the trail after making a stop at the riding arena on
the lower UP route.
Tekoa Mayor John Jaeger last week noted a plan for a
state trailhead on Washington Street should also be combined with a plan to cover the trestle so riders could remain
on grade going either direction.
If the Washington trailhead gets developed and the
trestle remains closed, riders would have to go past the
Iron Horse Arena.
Jaeger added one hang up with the Iron Horse site is
possible contamination on the ground when the site years
ago was the location of UP shops.
Two projects for the trail have been funded in the state
parks’ present two-year budget. One is a $331,000 sum for
gravel surfacing of nine miles of the trail between Malden
and Rosalia. That will involve placing rock gravel on the
trail over the rock ballast which was under the railroad.
Also included in the project will be grading down the
ends of the trail at road crossings in five locations. The
steep trail grades remain at crossings where railroad trestles, which took the railroad over the roads, were removed.
Trail users now normally use informal side roads off the
railroad grades to drop to the level of the roads grade on
each side.
The concept for the Rosalia trailhead will be along the
trail on the west side of town between Gashous Road and
Seventh Street. The plan there calls for grading the trail
banks where former railroad crossings were removed.
The trailhead plan for Malden locates the trailhead at
the former Milwaukee site off Railroad Street.
Part of the plan involves “phasing” in the projects for
funding in the state budget. The Malden-Rosalia project
and acquisition of property for the Tekoa trailhead are in
the present two-year state budget.
Van de Vanter said the Malden and Rosalia trailhead
plans have been recommended for earlier phases for funding in the trail plan. Development of the trailhead at Tekoa
has been moved to a later phase pending completion of
acquisition from present funds.
The state web site for the plan lists letters and comments on the plan. Included are letters of concerns. Among
the letters are those from Rosalia Mayor Nan Konishi, the
Back Country Horsemen of Washington and the John
Wayne Pioneer Wagons and Riders Association, the group
which annually makes a ride on the trail and appears in
the Rosalia Battle Days parade.
Among random comments include a request that the
state spend money on highway plans and let trail riders
“rough it like the pioneers did.”
Another comment from a trail neighbor notes not very
many people ride it, and another “hell no” comment said
money should be spent on Whitman County’s gravel roads.

A plan for development of most of the John Wayne
Trail across the north section of Whitman County will be on
the formal agenda of the state Parks and Recreation
Commission March 27 in Chehalis. The planning project
began in the late fall of 2011 with hearings at Malden,
Rosalia and Tekoa, all towns which are located along the
trail which was formerly the Milwaukee Railroad.
The project, listed as Iron Horse Palouse, is included
on the state parks agenda as updating the Iron Horse
Master Plan which refers to the name of the trail on the
west side of the state from North Bend to Ellensburg and
the Columbia River at Beverly.
The plan here involves 34 miles on the eastern end of
the trail from the Idaho state line west through Tekoa,
Rosalia and Malden.
Bill Fraser, state parks planner located at East
Wenatchee, conducted the three hearings along the trail
late in 2011 for the project. Aimed at getting ideas from residents on development of the trail, the hearings also provided an opportunity for neighbors of the trail to vent some
of their frustrations and objections for the trail.
Fraser is now semi-retired, and the trail planning
project was handed off to Jamie Van de Vanter, a state
parks planner who has since re-located from the East
Wenatchee office to the state parks office in Burlington.
Van de Vanter said his last major work on the plan
involved conducting an inventory of the 34-mile segment.
He noted the project remained on a shelf for about a year
after it was assigned to him.
Van de Vanter said Fraser opted to use a planning
grant which was issued through the state Recreation and
Conservation Office on the 34 miles on this end of the trail
because the right-of-way was all owned by state parks.
Some Milwaukee segments along Rock Lake and in
Adams County are now privately owned.
The state purchased the Milwaukee right-of-way from
the trustee for the railroad’s bankruptcy in 1981, but the

privately-owned segments evolved from a lengthy suit in
Whitman County Superior Court. Under the court ruling,
some property owners adjoining the trail were allowed
ownership of the railroad land under reversion clauses in
the original right-of-way agreements granted to
Milwaukee by property owners when the railroad was
built.
Van de Vanter said one of the features in the plan is
the development of trailheads along the trail for parking
vehicles and horse trailers. The trail now lacks places
where hikers, horse riders and bicycle riders can park vehicles when they commute to the trail.
Fraser’s plan located trailhead sites for parking at
Malden, Rosalia, Pandora and Tekoa.
One of the topics from the hearing at Tekoa was the
need for a deck for the high Milwaukee trestle which crosses Highway 27 at the north end of the bridge. The trestle
crossing was barricaded at both ends and railroad ties
removed.
Eastbound riders on the trail now detour around the
high trestle via the Lone Pine Road which intersects with
the former UP railroad right-of-way along Highway 27.
The UP right-of-way allows riders to go under the high
trestle and arrive at the Iron Horse riding arena which has
served as an unofficial trailhead at Tekoa for years.
Fraser in the hearing at Tekoa noted the state has
accomplished a decking operation on a trestle in a similar
situation on the Bickleton Trail, but the cost of such a project is prohibitive for present day park budgets.
Development of a trailhead at the riding arena at
Tekoa was also discussed. Fraser later told the Gazette
obtaining ownership of the arena property was complicated by its one-time use by the railroad.
Van de Vanter last week said the plan for the trailhead
at Tekoa now calls for acquisition of property east of the
trestle. A concept drawing of the trailhead includes development on each side of Washington Street.

The Rosalia Volunteer Firefighters Association
would like to thank the following individuals and businesses
that contributed to the 2013 Fund Drive.
Barbara Babb
Loretta Babb
Mrs. Harvey Bafus
Bank of Fairfield
William & Cheryl Batnum
Bothman Bros.
Barbara Brown
Joy Buchholtz
Budding Rose Art
Gallery
Del Carman
Chaju Land Co.
Mike Clausen Ranch, JV
Mike & Regina Clausen
Wayne & Mildred
Clausen
Cloudburst Farms
CO-AG Producers
Brian & Paige Collins
Saundra Crombie
Crop Production
Services, Rosaila
Lloyd Crowl
Dale & Marilyn Crutcher
Joyce Darou

Mike Day
Dowling Bros. Inc
Dennis Dowling
Roy & Carly Dube
Lewis Ficken
Marcy Fisher
Lillian Fulton
Goldsworthy Ranch, Inc.
Bob & Genie Goldworthy
Dave Hanon
Bryon & Viola
Heinemann
Henning Family Farms,
Inc.
Gene & Gwelda Henning
Tom & Peggy Henning
BL&D Henning, LLC
Bruce & Dan Henning
William & Diane Henry
Elton & Diane Hill
William & Alice Hofmann
Jay & Carol Holling
Roy & Faye Huckaby
Jerry's Farm Supply, LLC

Joffery & Catherine
Jones
KLC, Inc.
Ron & Sharon Kile
Mary King
Bob & Carol Kjack
Glen & Roberta
Lamoureaux
LMT Farms, Inc.
Don & Judy Littleton
Bob Maley
Judy Maley
Mike McCane
L.A. "Larry" McKay
Lloyd & Maxine Morgan
Gerald & Carol Naught
Ruth Padock
Arlin & Cindy Paulson
Wilbur & Elna Anne
Paulson
Charles & Julie Pittmann
Patricia Porter
Dave & Ruthmary
Preston
Charlie & Jan Reed

Pamela Rich
Rosalia Gifted Granny's
Rosalia Lions Club
Rosalia Market
Rosalia Senior Citizens
Council
J & J Schmitz, JV
Joe & Jeanie Schmitz
Rudolph Schroeder
Schu Farms, Inc.
Richard Schu
Janet Siegel
Anthony & Carol Sims
John & Mary Kaye
Stelzer
Dale & Neva Taylor
Lavonne Thomas
Thorn Creek Farms
Terri & Leigh Tickner
Mark & Jan Tollett
Bob & June Wallace
Lisa Weber
Erma Jean Widman
Dr. Mary Widman, DMV
John & Jerri Widman

Your continuing support ensures the strength and stability of
our organization for the communities we serve.
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