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Saint Edward pool re-opens under new agreement
OLYMPIA – March 10, 2004 – The public is invited to join the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission and Northwest Center at the grand re-opening of the pool at Saint Edward State Park, under a new operating agreement.

The event will take place from 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., March 20, and will include speeches, presentations and information booths. Swimming demonstrations begin at noon. A daily or annual vehicle parking permit is required at the park year-round. However, free vehicle parking will be available at Saint Edward the day of the event.
State Parks has entered into a five-year operating agreement with Northwest Center to keep the Carole Ann Wald Memorial Swimming Pool open at Saint Edward, after determining State Parks could no longer keep up with the rising costs to run the pool. Under the new agreement – which includes operation of the park’s gymnasium – State Parks, Northwest Center, the cities of Kenmore and Kirkland, Evergreen Hospital Medical Center in Kirkland and Bastyr University now fund operation of the pool.

“State Parks’ operating agreement with Northwest Center, along with funding support from local partners, provides an innovative, yet practical solution to the community desire for continued operation of this unique pool,” said State Parks Director Rex Derr. “We are very pleased with this solution.”

State Parks took over management of the pool from King County in July 2000. As operating costs rose, State Parks considered closing the pool. The commission then responded to community requests to keep the pool open by approving a partnership with Northwest Center.
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“Our partnership with Washington State Parks will have a positive impact on the eastside community,” said Ty Taylor, Vice President of Northwest Center. “Through this partnership, we intend to nurture our relationship with State Parks and provide world-class service to users of the Carole Ann Wald swimming facility and gymnasium. This innovative public-private partnership will help to ensure a sustainable, long-term solution for everyone in the eastside community to enjoy the newly upgraded recreational facilities at Saint Edward well into the future.”
Funding of the pool includes $55,000 a year in support from State Parks – approximately the same amount it would have cost to mothball the pool – and annual contributions from the various partners, ranging from $10,000 to $25,000. These partners will receive annual reports on the pool operating budget and progress toward self-sufficiency.
For more information about the grand re-opening, contact the park at (425) 823-2992 or the pool at (425) 823-6983.
Northwest Center is a nonprofit organization that provides services to children and adults with disabilities throughout Puget Sound. It currently operates pools in Mercer Island, Bothell, Redmond and North Bend. To learn more about Northwest Center, visit www.nwcenter.org.
Once a Catholic seminary, Saint Edward is a 316-acre day-use park that features a fresh water shoreline on Lake Washington, a public pool, picnic facilities, hiking and biking trails and large lawns for sports activities.  The public may rent two day-use heritage places – the Grotto and the grand dining hall – for weddings and other special events by calling the park at (425) 823-2992.  For more information on this or other state parks, visit www.parks.wa.gov or call (360) 902-8844 or the Telephone Device for the Deaf at (360) 664-3133.
The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission manages a diverse system of more than 119 parks and several recreation programs, including boating, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. The park system will turn 91 years old March 19 and will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2013.
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