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OLYMPIA – April 20, 2006 – The campground at Twanoh State Park on Hood Canal is closed after State Parks and the state Department of Health confirmed that the park’s old sewer system was failing, sparking concerns of possible pollution into Hood Canal. 

The sewer system failure coincided with the beginning of construction on a $1 million project to replace the park's wastewater collection and treatment system. The project is part of the Hood Canal Aquatic Rehabilitation Program initiated by Gov. Christine Gregoire and passed by the 2006 Legislature. Twanoh is one of 24 state parks located on either Hood Canal or Puget Sound slated for clean water projects scheduled for completion by June 30, 2008. The Twanoh project is expected to be completed in October 2006.

The day-use area, watercraft launches and the reservable group camp remain open at the park during construction of the new wastewater and treatment system. The shoreline area is open to visitors but is closed to shellfish harvesting. The day-use area will have portable toilets available for use, and the reservable group camp has its own self-contained vault toilets, however no showers will be available. Group camps in state parks are on the central reservation system, available on the State Parks Web site, www.parks.wa.gov, or by calling 1-888-226-7688 (1-888-CAMPOUT).

The Twanoh project is funded with a $900,000 allocation through the Department of Ecology and a $100,000 direct appropriation to State Parks. A total of $17.3 million was allocated by the 2006 Legislature for State Parks water quality improvement projects on Hood Canal and Puget Sound.

Other State Parks sites included in the governor’s initiative are Belfair, Birch Bay, Blake Island, Camano Island, Deception Pass, Dosewallips, Fay Bainbridge, Fort Casey, Fort Ebey, Fort Flagler, Fort Worden, Illahee, Kitsap Memorial, Kopachuck, Larrabee, Penrose Point, Pleasant Harbor, Possession Point, Potlatch, Scenic Beach, Sequim Bay, Shine Tidelands/Wolfe Property and Triton Cove. 

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission manages a diverse system of more than 120 parks and several recreation programs, including trails, boating safety, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. The 93-year-old park system will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2013.
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