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State Parks announces new lodgings, programs and services
OLYMPIA – July 13, 2006 – Visitors to Washington state parks this year will see new facilities, programs and services. The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission has made improvements to the state parks system as part of its Centennial 2013 Plan, an initiative to prepare the park system for its 100th birthday and a second century of service to citizens. New and improved facilities include yurts, cabins and more. Visit www.parks.wa.gov/rentalplaces for more information.
· New cabins at Kitsap Memorial State Park have the added convenience of kitchenettes with mini refrigerators and microwaves. Cabins are $50 per night and sleep five people. To reserve, call the park at (360) 779-3205. 
· New cabins at Pearrygin Lake State Park also have kitchenettes, and bathrooms with toilets. Cabins are $65 per night and sleep four people. A new vacation house also is available, with a small living and dining area, kitchen, and bathroom with shower, sink and toilet. It costs $125 per night and sleeps four people. To reserve the vacation house or a cabin, call (888) CAMPOUT or (888) 226-7688.
· New cabins at Camano Island State Park include furniture made by local volunteers with wood milled from trees cleared at the park. Cabins are $41 per night and sleep five people. To reserve a cabin, call the park at (360) 387-3031.

· New yurts at Grayland Beach State Park are $45 per night and sleep six people. To reserve a yurt, call (888) CAMPOUT or (888) 226-7688.
During the busy summer camping season, campers without reservations are advised to plan as far ahead as possible and to consider mid-week camping, when parks are less likely to be full. Most first-come, first-served parks will likely start filling up by Friday afternoons in summer. Holiday weekend campers without reservations are advised to check a map and choose an area where there are several parks with campgrounds in case the first park they visit is full. To make a reservation, call (888) CAMPOUT or (888) 226-7688 from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week.
· Upgrades to the Fort Okanogan Interpretive Center include new summer interpretive programs, expanded center hours, upgrades to center exhibits, improved signage and air-conditioning system.
· State Parks continues its efforts to bring new and varied family events to parks across the state, and finding out what is scheduled is now easier than ever before. For the first time, State Parks has developed an online events calendar, available at www.parks.wa.gov/events. The calendar highlights special events and programs at state parks, including Folk and Traditional Arts in the Parks events, living-history presentations, nature hikes, cultural fairs, musical events and more. 

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission manages a diverse system of more than 120 parks and several recreation programs, including trails, boating safety, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. The 93-year-old park system will celebrate its 100th anniversary in 2013.
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