2-9-06

Dear Washington State Parks Customer,

As you know, Washington State Parks has begun a process that will lead to a long-term plan for Lake Wenatchee.  A long-term plan might lead to changes in the park boundary, different camping options, or other changes resulting from new ideas raised by the public.  I am sending this email to you because your response to my last email indicated that you are interested in being kept informed as this process continues.

So, where are we at?  Actually, we are a little behind schedule because of other project commitments, but we are moving ahead.  We have completed Stage 1- Identifying Issues and Concerns (put forth by the public and our staff planning team).  The following tasks have been accomplished so far:
· Over 2300 emails were sent out inviting the public to participate in the planning process.  So far, I have received 166 responses- some excellent feedback.

· Our first public meeting was held on December 14 at Leavenworth City Hall.  We had a small, but very interested group that raised some important issues.

· Comments received from your emails and from the public meeting have been compiled into an issues summary that is ready to be posted for public viewing on our new planning webpage (see below).  I tried to capture the thoughts and concerns put forth in each and every one of your emails.  Of course, for the sake of space, I had to lump some issues together, but you should see your issues represented.  If not, or if I have misrepresented your concerns in some way, please do not hesitate to call or email me to clarify.  I want to make sure I get it right.

· Our agency has added a planning section to our website.  This is where I will post updates, public meeting announcements, and planning documents as we work through this process.  The webpage address is http://www.parks.wa.gov/plans/.  In the upper right hand corner (under the section Current Planning Projects) click on Lake Wenatchee to get to our page.  Check this web page often to stay in touch with the latest developments.
· A separate email address has been assigned for all correspondence regarding the Lake Wenatchee planning process.  So, instead of sending emails to my address, please send all emails to: lake.wenatchee.planning@parks.wa.gov.  All your emails will still come to my inbox, but our Information Management folks tell me that this is a better way of doing it and they are way smarter than I am on this stuff.

As I stated above, we have completed Stage 1.  The planning team is now working on Stage 2- Exploring Alternative Approaches.  As it is explained on the webpage, “at this stage, the planning team suggests potential alternative approaches to address the various issues and concerns raised by people in stage one. No preferred alternative is established; rather this is an opportunity to understand the range of possibilities.”  
For Lake Wenatchee, the planning team has decided to take the issues raised and frame them in two alternative approaches: 
1. “Natural Resource Protection and Interpretation”- a more “natural” approach that leans more towards preservation of the park’s natural environment and existing infrastructure (as opposed to promoting new development).

2.  “Regional Recreation Service Center”- an approach that still protects the park’s natural environment, but places more emphasis on the park’s role as an important recreation provider in the area, and promotes more potential new development. 
An oversimplified example may help to clarify this.  Let’s say the issue is Recreational Design- campground.  The planning team first discusses all of your comments and suggestions, such as whether campsites should be made larger to accommodate larger RV’s, whether we need more privacy screening between sites, whether we need to provide rental cabins, etc.  We then will present the issue by using the two approaches:

1. The Natural Resource Protection and Interpretation approach may favor leaving the park exactly how it is now.

2. The Regional Recreation Service Center approach may favor adding more recreation facilities, such a rental cabins and wider camping pads to accommodate larger RV’s.    

When the planning team completes the task of framing each issue this way, we will then come back to you.  This is your chance to tell us which approach you favor for each issue.  Note: We are not presenting proposals at this stage- just a range of possibilities for you to comment on.  It is wide open at this point- nothing has been finalized!  We want you to help us decide how to deal with each issue.  We will then take your recommendations (and the recommendations of staff) and put together our preliminary recommendations to present to our State Parks Commission and again to the public.  Once this input is gathered, we will consider further suggestions and put together our final recommendations. 
What’s next?  The planning team is now providing input (by email) on our alternative approaches to the issues.  We will meet again on March 8.  At that meeting, I hope to finalize our approaches to all of the outstanding issues.  I will at that time send out a final draft summary for the team’s approval, and then post the summary on the web page for your comments.  Our next public meeting will be at the Leavenworth City Hall on March 21 from 7:00- 9:00 pm.  

We welcome your comments and continued involvement in this process- in fact we are counting on you to provide the input we need to plan the future of your park.  Thank you for your help (and for your indulgence of this long email- future updates will be much shorter).
Bruce Beyerl, Environmental Planner
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