4-17-06

Dear Washington State Parks supporter,

As you know, Washington State Parks has begun a process that will lead to a long-term plan for Lake Wenatchee.  The long-term plan might lead to changes in the park boundary, different camping options, or other changes resulting from ideas raised by the public and the State Parks planning team.  I am sending this to you because you previously indicated that you are interested in being kept informed as this process continues. 
Here is an update on what has been accomplished so far:

We have completed Stage 1- Identifying Issues and Concerns.
· Over 3200 emails and letters were sent out inviting the public to participate in the planning process.  I received about 200 responses and some excellent feedback.

· Our first public meeting was held on December 14 at Leavenworth City Hall.  We had a small, but very interested group that raised some important issues.
· Comments received from your emails and from the first public meeting were compiled into an issues summary that has been posted for public viewing on the planning webpage http://www.parks.wa.gov/plans/.  
· Another document was posted on the web page that lists the issues and a State Parks response that lets you know if the issue you raised “made the cut” and is being considered in Stage 2 (and if not, why not?).  
The planning team is now most of the way through Stage 2- Exploring Alternative Approaches.  As it is explained on the webpage, “at this stage, the planning team suggests potential alternative approaches to address the various issues and concerns raised by people in stage one. No preferred alternative is established; rather this is an opportunity to understand the range of possibilities.”  
The following documents have been posted on the planning web page: 
Stage 2- Second public meeting comments.doc

Stage 2- Lake Wenatchee alternatives.doc

In the Lake Wenatchee alternatives document, the planning team decided to take the issues raised and frame them in two alternative approaches: 
1. “Natural Resource Protection and Interpretation”- a more “natural” approach that leans more towards preservation of the park’s natural environment and existing infrastructure (as opposed to promoting new development).

2.  “Regional Recreation Service Center”- an approach that still protects the park’s natural environment, but places more emphasis on the park’s role as an important recreation provider in the area, and sometimes promotes potential new development. 
Now, we are hoping that you will take this opportunity to take a look at these documents and tell us what you think.  This is your chance to tell us what approach (or combination of approaches) you favor for each issue. 
Please send me your comments on the Lake Wenatchee alternatives document by April 28.  
Note: We are not presenting proposals at this stage- just a range of possibilities for you to comment on.  It is wide open at this point- nothing has been finalized!  We want you to help us decide how to deal with each issue.  We will take your ideas and comments (and those of the staff planning team) and put together preliminary recommendations.  These recommendations will be presented to the public at a public meeting (and by email), modified as needed, and then presented to our State Parks Commission as a report.  The planning team then will put together our final recommendations for Commission approval. 
We welcome your comments and continued involvement in this process- in fact we are counting on you to provide the input we need to plan the future of your park.  
Thank you for your help!
Bruce Beyerl, Environmental Planner
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