LAKE WENATCHEE STATE PARK 

LONG-TERM PLANNING PROCESS
ISSUES SUMMARY and STATE PARKS COMMENTS
	A summary of issues and suggestions from the public – gathered  from emails 

and from the first public meeting on 12-14-05,and grouped by general subject
	State Parks’ Comments

	Long-term park boundary (adding adjoining properties to the park, selling or trading park property, land swaps, cooperative land management agreements, etc.).

· Consider a land swap with the US Forest Service which would add the leased property where residences #4 and #5 are to the park in exchange for the triangular piece of park property across from the north campground.

· Consider acquiring the former US Forest Service Ranger Station to keep it in public ownership.  Use the ranger station for an Environmental Learning Center and the employee housing for rentals.

· Partner with the US Forest Service and YMCA to add/develop more cross country ski trails

Natural Resources- forest

· More forest thinning needed, especially in the area around residence #4 and 5.

· Would like to see more fire safety information provided to the park visitors.

Natural Resources- animals/wildlife

· Would like to see some osprey poles

Recreational facilities- campground

· Do not add more campsites

· Add more campsites

· Set aside areas for tent campers away from RV’s

· Allow tent camping only

· Limit the number of hookup (utility) campsites

· Add more hookup (utility) campsites
· Add more hookup campsites near beach

· Add more hookups that include sewer

· Add more walk-in campsites, including some 1/8-1/4 mile in
· Need more privacy/vegetative screening between campsites

· Widen roads and campsites to accommodate larger RV’s

· Campsites are too crowded- lower the number of people allowed per site

· Surface campsites with sand, gravel, or woodchips

· Do not limit the size of tent for large families

· Unchain picnic tables

· Allow more cars per campsite

· Add another group camp

· Remove some trees in campground to allow room for large RV awnings

· Add some primitive campsites on north shore

Recreational facilities- campground (ADA)

· Add electricity and water hookups to ADA campsites

· Replace all picnic tables with ADA accessible tables (use 12’ boards for table tops)

· Move picnic tables closer to parking pads at ADA campsites

Recreational facilities- boating

· Jet skis- don’t let them land on beach, put a limit on horsepower
 

· Add a north side boat launch, jetty, and moorage
 

· Add more lanes to boat launch/better access 

· Add canoe/small boat rentals 

· Add better windsurfing facilities- launching areas, area to spread out sails, parking, showers

· Mark and/or remove large rocks in river between boat launch and lake
· Add a marina

Recreational facilities- cabins

· Add cabins and/or yurts

· If cabins are added, keep them out of campground area

Recreation facilities- restrooms 

· General improvements needed

· More restrooms needed

· Need better outside lighting around restrooms

· Add solar panels to restrooms

· Add shelves in restrooms

· Add towel racks in showers

· Add more sinks 

· Add more showers

Recreational facilities- swimming

· Do not increase size of beach

· Increase size of beach

· Improve north side swim area and/or develop new swim area on north side 

· Add more sand to beach 

Recreational facilities- trails

· Add more bike trails

· Add more trails on south side to link campsites to restrooms- use wood rail fences along the sides of the trails 

· Better signage on trails is needed so people don’t cut through campsites

· Need more trails between campsites and beach 

· Don’t use bark on trails to restrooms

· Need benches along trails

Recreational facilities- general

· Development should not distract from the overall quality of the park

· Raise the height of the swings

· Add a snow report and trail grooming station

· Build a bridge across the Wenatchee river to link north and south  campground and trails

· Need better orientation information/kiosks/info on winter camping
· Add cable and wi-fi 
· Add snack bar in north side of park

· Add another north side kid’s play area 

· Add state of the art play area like Lake Chelan

· Add more play areas (in general)

· Don’t put play areas near campsites- too noisy

· Add volleyball, horseshoes, softball, football area 

· Add a fishing dock away from the boat launch

· More parking near beach needed

· Stock the lake with trout

· Add another amphitheater

· Keep the character of the campground

Visitor impacts (pets)

· Keep dogs off the beach 

· Keep dogs on leashes

· Designate an off- leash area (south of beach) 

Miscellaneous issues
· Bring in more revenue with new concessions
· The visitor parking fee is keeping locals away
· Need to advertise volunteer opportunities better
· Reservation system complaints

· Better highway signage needed 
· Remove the bells from play area

· There is too much traffic in area around store/boat launch

· Allow campfires when others in area do (during fire season)

· Add bee traps

· Do more ranger-lead hikes

· Need more law enforcement patrols 

· Separate loud campers from quiet campers
	Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 
Not currently being considered due to budget constraints

 Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 
Both issues are being considered.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 
Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 
Almost all of the issues brought up in this section are being considered.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 
Probably will not be considered due to maintenance, theft, and vandalism concerns.
Probably will not be considered due to environmental concerns
All issues brought up in this section are being considered.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document (except that only new campsites added will have ADA accessible tables- not all existing tables will be replaced).

County has jurisdiction over the lake (except for the park swim area). Jet skis are not allowed in the swim beach area.

Not presently being considered due to environmental constraints- protection of threatened and endangered species.

Project completed in 2004
Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 
The best launching area is on US Forest Service property.  There are already showers in beach comfort station.  Adding more parking near beach is incorporated in the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document.  Drying facilities might be a good volunteer project?

The water between the boat launch and lake is county jurisdiction.

Not being considered at present time due to environmental and budget constraints.

Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 
Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 
All issues brought up in this section are being considered.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 

Will probably keep the size of the beach the same as it is now due to environmental constraints/conflict with the park mgmt objectives to keep as much area as possible natural.  Adding sand to the beach would not solve the silting problem. 

All issues brought up in this section are being considered.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document (benches might be a good volunteer project?)

Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 

Can twist chains to shorten them.
Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document 

Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document

Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document

State Parks (Programs and Services) is considering this as a state-wide enterprise program.

The following six issues are under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document

Not being considered at present time due to environmental constraints- protection of threatened and endangered species.

Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document

Washington State Fish & Wildlife jurisdiction.

Not being considered at present time.  Another amphitheater would require additional staffing to operate.  Also, the south side amphitheater seems to adequately meet current demand for interpretive programs.
Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document

Dogs are not allowed on the swim beach

Dogs are required to be on a leash (no more than eight feet long)

Current state regulations (WAC’s) will not allow.

Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document

The parking fee is no longer in place.

Park staff has been working with local media and state public affairs office to advertise volunteer opportunities.

Specific complaints were referred to the reservation system manager in Olympia
Park staff is working with county/state highway departments

Done
Additional parking is under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document

Parks region staff is working with county fire officials to coordinate fire closures, but the park frequently closes area to fires earlier than the Forest Service due to wind concerns at the end of the lake.
Individual campers hang bee traps if they feel it is necessary.
Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document
Under consideration.  See the Stage 2: Alternative Approaches document

See previous issue concerning more law enforcement patrols.
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