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	Natural Resource Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	· Salmon/near shore health/habitat

· Water quality remediation.

· Tie in restoration with septic with park improvements

· Promote protection/valuing resources/restoration project trade-offs

· Audubon Olympic Peninsula loop (map) migratory birds

· Clean up pollution

· Preserve beautiful forest area that can be used by campers and walkers.

· Keep dispensers of “dogipot” bags and garbage cans with fitted lids nearby.

· Lack of coordination between lead trust, Salmon fishing groups, and HCCC.

· Not sure if ecological impacts are being looked at closely.

· WIRA 16 coordination should be important for State Parks

· What can be done about the old, sick oysters?

· Return to natural state

· Tell the community what the restoration plan involves, to include costs, timeframe, and outcomes. Then ascertain if there is broad-based public support.

Public scoping process should happen before any grant funds are awarded particularly something is lost here
	Protection of shoreline and upland habitats
Coordination with other natural resource groups

	· In Natural Areas and Resource Recreation Areas, develop a Hood Canal health monitoring program. 

· Establish a baseline study for current conditions and a testing and reporting system to oversee improvements or degradation of the local water quality.

· Monitor improvements of improved sewage system and monitor stormwater discharge qualities. 

· Establish a system of signage for fish and shellfish harvest information which explains the management considerations and closure rationale.

· Develop a volunteer stewardship program, beach walks and restoration projects.

· Ensure all future facilities are more than 200’ from creeks and saltwater shoreline.
· Remove non-native plants from park
	· Incorporate stewardship activities such as beach clean up and streamside restoration volunteer work into recreational opportunities offered in Recreational Areas.

· In Recreation Areas, develop a “carrying capacity” or standard to determine the amount of acceptable development in a natural habitat area, for any future recreation development including; campsites, parking and shoreline hardening (e.g. riprap).

· Develop alternatives to replace the impermeable parking surfaces near the shoreline and such pollution prevention measures as “bio-swales”, low impact development and stormwater solutions.
· Move some campsites away from creek

· Increase amount of oyster harvest area




	Natural Resource Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	· Establish local stewardship programs considering partnerships with neighbors, local schools and community groups to utilize parks in non-peak seasons.
· Septic systems were not meant to handle what they are per Mason County septic study.

· Protection of public health

· Cleaner water for shellfish

· Harvest oysters or partnership with shellfish growers to move oysters to “clean” beaches.
· Coordinate with salmon enhancement and other restorative groups to ensure principle of do no further harm.

· Continue Belfair restoration project.
· Hope for the Lower Hood Canal is education, demonstration, and utilization to recycle public’s waste.

· Hope for the Lower Hood Canal is education, demonstration, and utilization of a “Stewardship Program” to prevent pollution of streams flowing into Hood Canal.
· Surprised that most of the canal was dead…unable to crab or get shrimp.

· Had to drive a ways to get oysters and not a lot of people seemed to know that.

· Would like to call and check crabbing, shrimp, etc. ahead of time.

· Waters around the park are polluted.

· Participate in BEACH Program – dropped in 2005?

· Clearly marked collection bins for specific contents; aluminum, glass, plastic containers, newspapers, food scraps for composts, cans, etc.


	Stewardship partnerships

Clean shellfish / salmon habitat

Natural resource protection
Shellfish harvest notification

Recycling
	· Establish a program, such as Nature Mapping (volunteer stewardship program) to begin a census of wildlife and bird populations.

· Do more to promote restoration plans with interpretation programs and community presentations.

· Increase coordination among conservation organizations, fishing and shellfish organizations; public and private industry
· Establish a volunteer Belfair State Park volunteer stewardship training program to continue the restorative work at the park.

· Classify the near shore and uplands adjacent to the campground as Natural Area to emphasis protection issues, native plant restoration and low impact recreation use.

· Remove/manage unhealthy trees
	· In Recreation Areas, develop education and interpretive displays and programs that inform the visiting public about restoration work, pollution impacts and their role.
· Work to connect park visitors / travelers with a “hot-line” for shellfish schedules, limits, etc.
· Have an ongoing Beach interpretive program which would emphasize restorative principles and marine life management.

· Classify the shoreline and beach area as Resource Recreation to best manage for recreational use balanced with resource protection and management.

· Develop a park-wide system for recycling, on-site composting whereby visitors are engaged in the active demonstration of a sustainable living environment.




	Cultural Resource Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	· Winter village site.

· How to interpret to public, assess, inform, identify?

· Template from Skokomish.

· Education partnership (WDFW, DOH, Tribes) DOT cultural corridors program

· Tie interpretation into recreation and history of whole area and economic development of area

· Interpretive signage cultural (native) info.

· Involve local tribes and WRIA’s in planning process.

· Amphitheatre to learn about the area, movies or speeches like they do at Cape Disappointment State Park. Learn how to start fires without matches, etc.

· Navy could do presentations.

· Learn history of area in amphitheatre, i.e. tribes, etc.

· Disheartened to see the condition (or lack of) tree care in this park. A day or two of could remedy poor condition of trees. Maybe an Arbor Day, volunteer event or something.

	Partnerships in protection efforts

Public education / interpretation 

Tree care
	· Research and develop a Cultural Resource Management Plan which would gather needed historical information and  foster education programs within the park.

· Develop an interpretive master plan for all the parks adjoining Hood Canal which would include on-site programs and school education connections.  Work with agencies and tribes to develop a coordinated program and recreational opportunities.
· Work with the local community and schools to promote Arbor Day in the park. Work with State Park’s Forester to develop a tree care and re-planting program within the park. 

	· Develop facility design guidelines for new and maintained buildings that fit with the rustic campground experience.
· Locate and design an amphitheatre where program can be performed and the visiting public can engage in cultural demonstrations.
· Involve Navy personnel with programs about their operations in Puget Sound.

· Invite Skokomish Tribe to provide programs or interpretation

· Provide interpretation of Native American activities in area.
· Provide more programs / materials to make visitors aware of the recreation opportunities throughout the Hood Canal area.



	Recreation Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural  Alternative
	Recreational Alternative

	· Cheaper parking rates for extra cars.

· Reservation people need to have better updates on size of sites and activities that are open in area.

· Too many fees, i.e. parking, fishing, etc.

· Would it be possible to set up a labor “account” in exchange for camping fees, i.e. boy scouts, etc.

· Objectionable is the additional vehicle parking fee ($10 per day!) that just seems too much.

· How about just a $5 fee for additional vehicle parking.

· Everything gets pretty expensive with all the added fees and rate increases.

· Have to pay $10 per night for car with motor-home.
· Belfair is quite nice and don’t see it really needing any changes.


	Park Fees


	· Revisit the additional vehicle parking fees with the State Parks Commission.

· Provide information on size of individual camping sites for reservation inquiries.

· Provide public feedback / suggestion boxes at the park to better understand what is working for the public and what can be improved.


	· More bike trails.

· Tie into Theler wetlands trail system

· Places for events/congregation

· Trail connection to DNR Tahuya (Little Mission?)

· Mountain bikes

· More recreational opportunities

· Connection to wetlands.

· Beaches

· Trails

· More programs for the community.

· Think about recreation opportunities in winter

· More beach access

· Camping facilities.

· Any more spaces for walking would be great (on existing property or purchased property)

· We need places you can walk with dogs on leash and pick up after them.

· Given the number of campsites (181), and need of local community for open space and play areas
· Playground equipment.

· Basketball court.

· Need swimming area free of oysters.

· Consider enlarging size of day use area possibly through land acquisition to the north or west.

· Uses in day use area could include tennis courts, soccer, kite-flying, dog walking.


	Trails  connections

Campsites / playground equipment
	· Classify the shoreline and beach area as Resource Recreation to further promote the balance of resource protection and active recreation.
· Provide appropriate access to wetland environment which protects the resource while adding to the “wildland” recreation experience.

· Inventory new opportunities for trail connections on public lands and tidelands that access more diverse environments.

	· Classify the upland portion of the park as Recreation.

· Work to develop a trail along the shoreline and beach to the Theler wetlands.
· Seek more trail opportunities within the park or nearby public lands, such as State Department of Natural Resource’s Tahuya Multiple Use Forest.
· Develop a “carrying capacity” for day-use activity areas to determine if more active recreation areas could be included in the existing park boundaries.

· Develop more recreation program and cultural events throughout the year.

· Consider more playground areas and  equipment.
· Work to develop a swimming area which is free of shellfish.


	Recreation  Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Alternative
	Recreational Alternative

	· There seems to be a swimming area designated but usually there is no water.

· Shallow wading pool for the kids to use.

· Wading pool cleaned up

· Nice to have a swimming area that is not a mud pit.  Maybe add sand?
· Not enough to do at park.

· Tennis courts.

· Basketball courts and nets.

· Ball fields

· Better facilities for activities.

· Better horse shoe pits

· Large open in area.

· Waterfront trail to the Theler trail system.

· More hookup sites near the beach.

· Had to go 150 miles home because there wasn’t 110v hookup.

· Most sites are hard to maneuver if you are towing anything.
· The park would benefit from more beach sites, maybe in the grass field adjoining current beach sites.

· A dock and add some rocks to the beach to alleviate some of the muddiness would help.

· RV accessible sites, not necessarily hook ups.

· Year round camping.

· Campsite improvements

· More service sites adjacent to the water like site #T11.

· Getting cable might be a nice idea.

· Some kind of get togethers sort of like KOA’s do.


	Swimming area

Active recreation facilities

Campsite additions

Campsite improvements


	· Keep recreational facilities apart from the natural beach areas.  This will give them time to fully restore and offer a more passive recreation opportunity.
· Reduce the number of camping sites to promote more re-vegetation of campground and allow more natural and space buffers between family camping areas.

· Keep active recreation areas apart from the natural areas and small in size to maintain the natural park setting vs. city-type recreation facility.
	· Locate more active recreation facility areas to provide for: horse shoe pits, basketball courts or other “urban-type” recreation activities in areas away from natural beach.
· Develop more camping sites in the Recreation classification to the west of the current development.

· Acquire property to the north of the Park, just across the highway, which could serve as a group RV camping area.

· Develop a feasibility study to consider adding more utility sites in park

· Add a picnic shelter or enclosed meeting places

· Add a pier for fishing or crabbing

· Identify crosswalk and speed limit adjustments if State Parks acquires property north of existing park.


	Recreation  Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Alternative
	Recreational Alternative

	· Many of the beach sites have standing water in the off season that make them unusable.

· Swimming hole is worse than it was 25 years ago.

· Less muddy area for children to swim and play
· Love to see swimming hole improved or even a pool or wading area put in.

· Competing loud music takes away from being outdoors so all music should be banned.

· Limit TV viewing to inside RV’s.

· State Parks are not designed to accommodate large motor homes with two to four slides.

· Adjust the ratio of RV to tent sites to fit the current users.

· Keep the tent sites separate from the RV sites to accommodate different camping styles.

· Not many of the campsites offer a comfortable level of privacy.

· The facilities are heavily used. It is difficult for the caretakers to keep an adequate supply of toilet paper. Perhaps additional facilities or less campsites.
· Traffic noise is terrible.


	Swimming

RV needs

Camping needs
	· Work to improve swimming access to the saltwater for a safe and less muddy experience for children by enhancing natural shoreline grasses and gentle sloping beach approaches.
· Maintain or improve the camping as a “rustic” experience without the introduction of new electrical hook-ups and look at areas of the park which will remain “non-electrical”.

· Monitor the noise limits in the park to maintain the natural park environment.

· Keep the existing recreational development “footprint” as is and look to provide more trailer sites in nearby State Parks. 
· Decrease the number of campsites in current park area to enhance the nature experience.
	· Designate suitable swimming areas which are less muddy for children.
· Work with park visitors to limit the amount of “urban” sounds (music, TV, etc.) within the park to maintain the outdoor experience. 

· Develop a plan to find the right mix of available tent and RV type camping sites and work to separate these two different camping scenarios within this small park setting.

· Seek opportunities for the larger motor homes within the park or in adjacent park lands that are proposed in the long-term boundary.  Classify this area as Recreation.
· Increase parking space for some campsites to accommodate newer large tents and RVs with slide-outs

· Increase camping capacity with the addition of yurt or cabins.
· Regularly survey park visitors to evaluate their camping experience and to insure adequate facility care.

· Work with WSDOT to lower speed limit through the park and options to help reduce the traffic noise.



	Recreation Issues

	Public Comments
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Resource Alternative
	Recreational Alternative

	· Cheaper parking rates for extra cars.

· Reservation people need to have better updates on size of sites and activities that are open in area.

· Too many fees, i.e. parking, fishing, etc.

· Would it be possible to set up a labor “account” in exchange for camping fees, i.e. Boy Scouts, etc.

· Objectionable is the additional vehicle parking fee ($10 per day!) that just seems too much.

· How about just a $5 fee for additional vehicle parking.

· Everything gets pretty expensive with all the added fees and rate increases.

· Have to pay $10 per night for car with motor-home.

	Park Fees


	· Revisit the additional vehicle parking fees with the State Parks Commission.

· Provide information on size of individual camping sites for reservation inquiries.

· Establish a “volunteer labor account” for volunteer groups in exchange for camping fees.

· Use additional park property proposed in long-term boundary for overflow parking in lieu of additional vehicle fee.
	· Revisit the additional vehicle parking fees with the State Parks Commission.
· Provide information on size of individual camping sites for reservation inquiries.
· Establish a “volunteer labor account” for volunteer groups in exchange for camping fees.

· Use additional park property proposed in long-term boundary for overflow parking in lieu of additional vehicle fee.
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