
Summary and Disposition of Twanoh Issues

September 17, 2007
	Natural Resource Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Alternative
	Recreational Alternative

	· Fish passage interpretive signage

· Fish passage projects

· Improve health of Hood Canal/sewers

· Check marine pump station for contamination

· Stormwater and sewage upgrades

· Pet waste education

· SOS – oyster testing

· Hope for the Lower Hood Canal is education, demonstration, and utilization of a

· “Stewardship Program” to prevent pollution of streams flowing into Hood Canal.

· Septic systems were not meant to handle what they are per Mason County septic study.

· Recreational clamming wanted

· Increase shellfish harvest

· More nature programs for community.

· Fishing signs regarding beach closures.

· Goal to keep shellfish beds open for recreational purposes

· Continue to participate in BEACH Program

· Volunteer marine/steward guides and restoration work


	Hood Canal Health—Fish and Shellfish Emphasis

	· In Natural Areas and Resource Recreation Areas, develop a Hood Canal health monitoring program. 
· Establish a baseline study for current conditions and a testing and reporting system to oversee improvements or degradation of the local water quality.

· Monitor improvements of improved sewage system and monitor stormwater discharge qualities. 

· Establish a system of signage for fish and shellfish harvest information which explains the management considerations and closure rationale.

· Develop a volunteer stewardship program, beach walks and restoration projects.

· Move any new facilities south side of Highway 106 and look for opportunities to shift parking away from the shoreline.
· Allow no shoreline hardening (rip-rap).
	· In Recreation Areas, develop education and interpretive displays and programs which inform the visiting public about pollution impacts and their role.

· Incorporate stewardship activities into recreational opportunities offered in Recreational Areas.

· In Recreation Areas, develop a “carrying capacity”; e.g. --standards for establishing how much facilities can be accommodated in areas while maintaining the “rustic” camping experience.
· Develop alternatives to replace the impermeable parking surfaces near the shoreline and such pollution prevention measures as “bio-swales”, and low impact development.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	· Rip rap bulkhead is very long (water access)

· Needs more vegetation

· Hood Canal Coordinating Council (HCCC) report

· Return to natural state
· Maintain as much of the forested areas as possible.
· Hope for the Lower Hood Canal is education, demonstration, and utilization to recycle public’s waste.

· Clearly marked collection bins for specific contents; aluminum, glass, plastic containers, newspapers, food scraps for composts, cans, etc.

· Partnerships

· Involve local tribes and State designated Watershed Resource Inventory Areas (WRIA’s) in this planning process.

	Protection of Naturalness of the Park 
	· Research bulkhead removal potential which would still protect the day-use area but allow for more natural shoreline and ease of water access.

· Partner with the Hood Canal Coordinating Council (HCCC) and the Puget Sound Initiative Program to establish best management practices for the shoreline and estuary system within the park.
· Involve the local tribes and the WRIA’s in coordinated planning of the watershed and seek to include significant watershed properties into the long-range boundary

· Develop vegetation management plan to control/eliminate non-native invasive plant species and maximize function of natural systems. 

· Plant only native species in all areas of the park.

· Conduct a forest health assessment and a replanting plan for forest enhancement.

· Develop habitat and bird population management plan as part of forest management prescriptions.

· Develop a comprehensive recycling and composting program within the park.

· Classify the upland watershed area of the park as Resource Recreation and Natural Area to further emphasize the natural resource management.
	· Classify day-use and area surrounding campground as Recreation Area.

· Identify areas with highly significant natural resources and focus protective management on these areas only (e.g. riparian areas).

· Involve the local tribes and the WRIA’s in coordinated planning of the watershed and seek to include significant watershed properties into the long-range boundary to help manage erosion and flooding concerns in the developed areas of the park.

· Develop guidelines for park facilities which blend into the natural setting, by example of the Civilian Conservation Corps structures.

· Develop guidelines for low impact facility design including; permeable parking surfaces, inter-campsite vegetation planting.
· Develop a native plant garden for interpretation purposes and stock for in-planting in the developed areas of the park

 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


	Natural Resource Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Alternative
	Recreational Alternative

	· Protect stream and riparian areas 
	Protection of Naturalness of the Park
	· Classify the majority of riparian areas as Natural Areas.

· Allow stream to meander, flood, and “fan” new primary channels into Hood Canal, with the roadway and parking adjustable to the stream movement
· `Provide interpretive trail/boardwalk near riparian areas, which provide access to view, while protecting the riparian habitat.

	· Classify the majority of riparian areas as Resource Recreation Areas or Natural Areas.

· Provide interpretive trail/boardwalk through riparian areas.
· Design and re-construct parking area to accommodate natural stream functions.


	
	Property acquisition 
	Seek to acquire properties that protect natural/cultural resources and increase the amount of undeveloped open space. Properties may include:
· Upland forest landowners who have property within the upper watershed to protect both the riparian environment and also provide a buffer for the visual landscape of the park setting.
· Undeveloped property along the shoreline and tideland ownership.


	Seek to acquire properties or easements that provide opportunities for recreational facilities development and that enhance the recreational capacity of the park. Properties may include:
Trail easements that connect to Mason Lake as part of their regional non-motorized trail system. 

· Work with adjacent landowners to develop management plans or conservation easements that allow for trails and forest management.

	· Acquire property which will protect or enhance the park environment
	
	· 
	· 

	
	
	· 
	· 

	· Shellfish opportunities are a big draw to the park. If possible purchase more waterfront property

	
	· 
	· 

	
	
	· 
	· 

	
	
	· 
	· 

	
	Connections to Local and Regional Partners
	Seek partnerships with park neighbors to enhance recreational and educational opportunities. Partnerships may include:

· Work with Mason County Parks to connect regional trails to the park. 

· Develop a shared educational vision with other partners in the Hood Canal area including the Theler Wetland Center in Belfair.
Work with the Mason County and the State departments of Trade and Economic Development, and Transportation to create regional recreational maps and roadside interpretation that exhibit Hood Canal recreational opportunities and sites of interest. 

 

	
	
	· 

	· Trail connection to Mason Lake Co. Park.


	
	· 

	· Local partnerships
	
	· 

	
	
	· 

	· Have a map of regional recreation opportunities in region.
	
	· 

	
	
	· 

	
	
	· 

	
	
	· 


	Cultural Resource Issues

	Public Comment
	Issue Summary
	Natural/Cultural Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	· Theme the construction and design of new park buildings with CCC guidelines.

· Volunteer steward guides and restoration work


	CCC Design Theme / Stewardship


	· Develop a Cultural Resource Management Plan for the park to assess the condition of the CCC structures and understand the CCC park design.  This will influence any future design, expansion or addition of facilities at the park.

· Work to develop skilled volunteers who can work on CCC restoration projects.
	· In Recreation Areas, develop education and interpretive displays and programs which inform the visiting public about Civilian Conservation Corps heritage and the structures representing their work.

· Incorporate stewardship activities into recreational opportunities offered in Recreational Areas; such as salmon habitat restoration and beach clean-ups.
· Get park staff trained in craftsman log and stone construction and restoration techniques to facilitate maintenance of the CCC facilities.


	Recreation Issues

	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Resource Alternative
	Recreational Alternative

	· Don’t camp at Twanoh with small children because you have to cross highway to go to the beach. Have enjoyed the swimming availability for the little ones.

· Swimming area too muddy.

· Improving opportunities for local community members to contribute time or money directly into our regional parks.

· Competing loud music takes away from being outdoors so all music should be banned.

· Limit TV viewing to inside RV’s
· Hold an annual winter cleanup day.

· Keep paths clear of fallen foliage.
· Reservation option would be nice at Twanoh.

· Would love to see the bathrooms updated a little.

· Bathrooms are vintage and one of the great qualities. As long as everything works keep the bathrooms the same.

· Don’t leave picnic tables in water to rot.

· No day use parking fees –     DONE
· Improve state highway 106 to include bicycle lane.

· Would it be possible to set up a labor “account” in exchange for camping fees, i.e. boy scouts, etc.

	Children / /Safety / Noise

Facility Management 
	· Maintain rustic camping experience with monitoring of noise levels. (Enforce WAC)

· Look at partnership with local community groups to encourage volunteer labor for stewardship and restoration projects.

· Keep historic bathrooms up to date for cleanliness and functioning water systems.

· Keep stormwater controls and new sewage processing systems maintained to highest standards.  

· Install pet waste disposal stations.

· Hold an annual park appreciation / clean-up day(s).


	· Work with WSDOT to explore building an overpass across highway

· Replace tidal swimming area with a developed wading area and/or more accessible saltwater designated swimming area.

· Maintain rustic camping experience with monitoring of noise levels. (Enforce WAC)

· Develop modern restrooms with exterior design that is appropriate for the historic park setting.
· Look at possibility for reservation option for Twanoh campsites.

· Store and maintain picnic tables during the winter  and use recycled plastic tables.
· Encourage local community members to contribute to park facility projects.

· Keep historic bathrooms up to date for cleanliness and functioning water systems.

· Invite visitor feedback for to support park upgrades and improvements. 

· Washington State Parks has a process that allows and encourages volunteer involvement in the parks. In addition, the State Parks 2013 Centennial Plan specifically calls for the development of new partnerships.




	Recreation Issues


	Public Comment
	Issues Summary
	Natural/Cultural Resource Alternative
	Recreational Alternative

	· Water trail campsites

· Playground equipment.

· Water trail opportunity

· Cabins/Yurts

· More campsites.

· Preserve beautiful and unique hiking trail next to campground.

· Number of campers now seems about right.

· Any chance of more walking areas? Expand upland hiking trails.
· Would love to see the actual tent size number to be increased.

· Add campsites by the beach.

· Would benefit from more private sites.

· No electrical hookups of any sort available.

· Adjust the ratio of RV to tent sites to fit the current users.

· Keep the tent sites separate from the RV sites to accommodate different camping styles.

· Taxpayers asking why State Parks is requesting expansion when unable to maintain the integrity of existing.

· Charge a premium fee for the larger sites to encourage smaller RV’s and tent campers to use the smaller sites.

· Need to design for larger, modern RV’s for maneuverability through park and into campsites.

· More 50 amp hookups
· Add more big-rig sites in the field between the existing trailer sites and the playground.

· More RV parking for larger motor homes.

· Boat fuel sales at pump out

· Kayak rentals

· Improve state highway 106 to include bicycle lane.

· Leave the docks at the boat launch ramp in year round – or as long as possible. Put the

· Put status of the ramps/docks of the park web site. 
· Check that marine pump out station

· ADA access to Beach
· Septic System upgrades – get all bathrooms to work with soap in dispensers

· General infrastructure upgrades especially concerning stormwater

· Pet Waste Stations
	More Recreation Facilities; tent camping/ trails/ playground
Campsites
Additional 
RV Facilities

Boating / Biking
ADA access

Waste management


	· Study impact of adding more campsites, cabins or yurts to determine if any more can be accommodated within the park and still maintain the rustic camping feeling and campsite spacing which affects the camping experience.

· Add and improve watertrail facilities which are low impact camping and day-use recreational opportunities.

· Increase the vegetative buffer between campsites and provide larger tent sites.

· Maintain the structural and aesthetic qualities of the hiking trail adjacent to the campground.

· Keep the camping experience “rustic” without the introduction of new electrical hook-ups and look at areas of the park which will remain “non-electrical”.

· Keep the existing recreational development “footprint” as is and look to provide more trailer sites in nearby State Parks.

· Acquire recreational use easements in the upper watershed adjacent to the park which would provide for upland hiking trails and links to other trail systems.
· Eliminate the day-use historic swimming area and restore the natural shoreline.
· Develop design guidelines for park facilities which are consistent with the CCC park design elements.
· Install pet waste stations.


	· Review the premium fee structure to best utilize and accommodate the larger RV’s. not clear what this means or what the goal is

· Seek alternative camping facilities which will accommodate the larger RV’s and the increased demand for more 50 amp hookups.  This may include adding additional modern RV camping facilities within an expansion of Potlatch State Park.

· Increase size of camping sites to accommodate larger tents

· Seek more waterfront property to acquire to enhance the shellfish recreational opportunities.

· Maximize the existing park funding to maintain the quality and integrity of the existing facilities while seeking additional funding avenues (e.g. grants) to accommodate the increased demand for more recreational sites. Do not know what this means – be really clear

· Develop a system to help separate RV and tent camping experiences through a rating of the campsite qualities or fee structure or other creative means which are workable and non-discriminating. Explain why

· Add cabins or yurts within the park area for overnight accommodations.

· Add a playground equipment area.

· Work with Mason County and DOT to improve bicycle travel on hwy 106 for safe recreation experience.

· Make state-of-the-art restrooms with exteriors appropriate for the park design.
· Develop facility design guidelines which are consistent with CCC them and “rustic” character of the historic park setting.

· Provide a year-round boat dock at the boat launch and feasibility of boat fuel sales.
· Check functioning of marine pump out station.  Regular monitoring proper operation.

· Provide ADA access facilities to the beach area.

· Install pet waste stations.
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