	Lake Isabella - Natural Resource Issues

	Public/Staff Comment
	Issue
	Natural/Cultural Resource Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	Preserve the shoreline as a natural habitat for wildlife and fish.


	Preservation of native plant and animal communities.
	Emphasize management of the park for natural/cultural resource protection. Specific measures may include:

· Classify the majority of land as a combination of Heritage and Resource Recreation areas.  Limit most development to disturbed area south of Delight Park Rd.
· Develop an Integrated Pest Management Plan for addressing noxious weed issues.
· Maintain a mix of habitats (mature forest, wetlands, open areas) to support a diversity of wildlife.
	Emphasize management of the park for recreational use, while still providing adequate protection to natural resources.  Specific measures may include:

· Classify park as a mix of Recreation and Resource Recreation areas to allow for expanded recreational facilities.
· Identify areas with highly significant natural resources and focus protective management on these areas only (e.g. shoreline, buffers around eagle nests).



	Concern:  Encroachment of noxious plants on adjoining properties.


	
	
	

	I have wildlife concerns.  There are nesting bald eagles, osprey.  How will the natural wildlife be considered in this management faze?


	
	
	

	Concern:  Safety:  Effective removal of old junked vehicles in the woods.


	Abandoned vehicle management
	· Work with agency sustainability coordinator to seek funds for safe removal of abandoned vehicles.


	Lake Isabella - Cultural Resource Issues

	Public/Staff Comment
	Issue
	Natural/Cultural Resource Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	Establish heritage markers regarding the homestead and surrounding areas along an unpaved path.


	Protection of agricultural heritage
	· Classify homestead site as Heritage Area.

· Work with partners to continue managing heritage orchards and exploring opportunities for education, interpretation and demonstration of the site’s agricultural heritage.
	· Classify homestead site as Resource Recreation Area.

· Establish interpretive panels highlighting the cultural heritage of the site.

	Concern:  Retention of the two heritage orchards.


	
	
	

	Preserve and enhance the agricultural and homestead heritage of the property, as

· Demonstration

· Interpretation

· Education

(food bank garden, orchards, pasture, etc.)


	
	
	

	Co-manage the cultural resources with related tribes.  Involve/inform Tribes in the entire planning process (this applies to all State Park planning)


	Tribal involvement
	Continue to consult with Tribes that may have an interest in the archaeological and cultural resources in the state park.  Conduct archaeological surveys prior to any development activities.
State Parks staff will follow the direction contained in the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission’s Cultural Resources Policy 12-98-1. 




	Lake Isabella - Recreational Resource Issues

	Public/Staff Comment
	Issue
	Natural/Cultural Resource Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	What plans does the state have for the waterfront?  What can the state do to the shoreline?  i.e. – plants, animals, etc.


	Recreational facilities development – lake access
	· Create limited shoreline access for passive recreation (e.g. wildlife viewing).

· Maintain native shoreline vegetation and natural processes to the maximum extent possible.
	· Construct improved trail(s) and clear selected vegetation to provide water access.

· Consider the development of a pier for swimming access.
· Partner with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to make improvements to existing boat launch on lake.



	Concern – Is a dock and/or swimming area under consideration?


	
	
	

	Enhance access to the lake for swimming, etc.


	
	
	

	Access to the lake should be improved.


	
	
	

	Create a low-impact public swimming access at the lake, while preserving as much wildlife habitat as possible.


	
	
	

	Prefer day use only.  No boat launch!  There is a public boat launch on the lake now.  Keep private land owners in mind when planning park – some join the state property.


	
	
	

	I would prefer that the boat launch at the end of the road be maintained or improved and that a boat launch not be in the park.


	
	
	

	My biggest concern on this small lake is watercraft traffic.  The lake is only about 200 acres and the park is 182 acres.  Is the park going to have a boat launch or docks?  Will the park have horse riding trails?  Is the park service aware of the nesting eagles and osprey?  Are you aware of the sad conditions of the current boat launch?


	
	
	

	Concern:  Restricting (if not prohibiting) lake access for jet skis.
	
	
	

	Concern:  Ensure ADA factors are considered!


	Recreational facilities development – general
	· Classify majority of area north of Delight Park Rd. as Heritage Area.  Emphasize protection of cultural landscape over recreational development in this area.  
· Classify remainder of park as a mix of Recreation and Resource Recreation.  Concentrate most of the developed footprint in the Recreation Area south of Delight Park Rd.  
· Ensure facilities are accessible according to law and agency policy.


	· Classify park as a mix of Recreation and Resource Recreation areas. 
·  Limit development north of Delight Park Rd. to day-use facilities.  Explore opportunities to provide parking, restrooms, picnic shelters, disc golf course, off-leash dog area, water access and/or a meeting space for environmental education.  
· South of Delight Park Rd., explore the possibility of providing camping.
· Ensure all facilities are accessible to the maximum extent possible.

	27 hole disc golf course.


	
	
	

	I want to promote the inclusion of disc golf (also known as frisbi golf) at Lake Isabella.


	
	
	

	Approx. 15 years ago we were told by the state that Lk. Isabella State Park would be a day use only park.  Is that still true?


	
	
	

	Bathroom with running water.

	
	
	

	Playground
	
	
	

	More picnic tables down in the grassy area and not by the toilets.


	
	
	

	I enjoy the wide open spaces of this beautiful park.  The trails are wonderful.  I don’t want it “destroyed” by dividing up these spaces into compartmentalized camping spots.


	
	
	

	Leave “as-is” for dog walkers, runners, or gravel the pathways already used by them.  At most, build picnic tables and restroom facilities.


	
	
	

	Development of waterfront access and camping facilities.


	
	
	

	Need of a place to walk your dog with out a leash. Need more trails.


	Recreational facilities development – dog park
	· Allow leashed pets in park as permitted under WAC 352-32-060 (1).

· Consider closing areas to pets if there is evidence of a conflict with wildlife.
	· Classify park lands as Recreation and Resource Recreation to allow for the potential establishment of an off-leash pet area.
· Meet with citizen groups to explain policies and procedures for establishing a potential off-leash pet area at park, pursuant to WAC 352-32-060 (7).

· Work with Mason County Parks to explore opportunities for dog parks in the county.

	Off leash dog park.  A place where we don’t have to worry about running into people who don’t like or are afraid of dogs.


	
	
	

	Off-leash dog park at Lake Isabella fashioned after similar park located on north end of Lake Sammamish in Redmond. (Joint gov’t/public endeavor).


	
	
	

	We are interested in the ability to walk dogs off-leash.  Our concept includes a fenced off-leash area of 10-40 acres and allowing dogs off leash on trails in the balance of the park with the exception of concentrated areas such as picnic area of campgrounds.  The park has a history of neighbors walking their dogs.  The tunnel under the road provides the opportunity for a good loop trail around the perimeter of the park.  Several Oregon state parks have fenced off-leash areas but an unfenced trail system would be more like the Bellingham parks and Portland parks.


	
	
	

	I would like to see an enclosed dog park.  Most parks either prohibit or have leash laws due to no fenced in area!  For the safety of other animals and humans I understand, but a fenced in section for dogs off leash to run and exercise would be perfect.  There can even be pooper scooper stations that if you need to scoop, put a quarter in the machine and the scooper comes unattached from the machine!  They have 50 foot retractable cords on them.  I saw this in a dog park in New York.  Space there is sparse for dogs where here you would think it would not be, but for some reason we have no specified safe dog exercise area.  There are of course rules for safety concerns, which is posted before you enter the dog park.  We have lots of human areas, let’s start thinking for the dogs!  It can be a great place!


	
	
	

	Place for dogs to walk and swim.  I’d like to see a fenced dog area for dogs to be able to play with other dogs.  With picnic areas close by.


	
	
	

	Need of off-leash dog park.


	
	
	

	Would like to see an area for off-leash dog park.  Prefer a fenced area as part of the plan, at least 30-40 acres.  It would be desirable to have water available, outhouses or better, trash cans and waste disposal bags.  Bulletin boards, public swim areas for people/dogs.


	
	
	

	Off leash dog park with water access.  Some benches for people and water bowls for the dogs would be nice.


	
	
	

	Message board in off leash area for dog-related signs – lost dog, puppies for sale, puppy classes, dog walking, dog park clean up crew meeting times, etc.


	
	
	

	Off leash dog area in all areas of the park except natural areas, camp grounds and picnic areas.  There are many many models to use from other off leash parks for rules and how to address liability.


	
	
	

	I would like Lake Isabella Park to have all or large portion to be an off leash dog park.  Please keep it natural as it is now.


	
	
	

	As Mason County (& Shelton specifically) grows – so does the dog population.  We do not have any off-leash dog parks here in Mason County and we need one.  Many WA counties have these parks and there are some great models to choose from.


	
	
	

	Off leash dog park, fenced and not fenced, with sensitive areas protected or designated, with swimming areas, with picnic areas and convenient parking and access for disabled.


	
	
	

	There are a lot of dogs in the area and not place to walk them.  We need more dog walks, as well as fenced off areas.


	
	
	

	Dog park with waste disposal bags and trash cans provided.


	
	
	

	I strongly advocate for safe, accessible dog parks in Mason County.  Over a third of all households own dogs.  I travel and recreate with my dogs.  I exercise with my dogs.  I socialize with my dogs.  I obedience train my dogs.  I am a conscientious dog owner.  We all need convenient, attractive places to enjoy the outdoors with our dogs; off-leash if we so desire.  We need alternatives to the leash laws to legally enjoy a good quality of life with our dogs, leading to responsible dog ownership for the benefit of all people – with or without dogs.


	
	
	

	1. Designate most of the park as partially fenced off-leash dog area (dog park) w/lake access.  Protect the sensitive areas.

2. Large, fenced accessible dog park w/ trails, picnic/gathering areas, ADA access.


	
	
	

	As people work 5 & 6 days a week and leave their dogs home alone all day it is extremely important for our & our dogs health & well being that we have a place where our dogs can run & socialize with other dogs & people.  I work for Adopt-a-Pet & know first hand the problems created by modern life for dogs.  I have let my dogs run at the Lk. Issabell Park for 2 yrs. & have met many other people doing the same.  It is so important for many of dog owners to have this place.  Please help.


	
	
	

	We need convenient, attractive places to enjoy the outdoors with our dogs.  Off leash alternatives to benefit dogs & people.  Over 1/3 of households own dogs.


	
	
	

	This is a large tourist area where a lot of places do not allow dogs even on leash.  The South Puget Sound has the possibility of changing this concept.


	
	
	

	Both fenced and unfenced off leash areas.  It’s been used successfully off leash for 15 years.


	
	
	

	Am interested in a area at Isabella being set aside for a dog park.  Preferably off leash.  Fenced & with rules of responsibility.


	
	
	

	Off leash dog park – Safe place for dogs with no motor vehicles racing around.


	
	
	

	A dog-friendly park – a south Puget Sound resource for people & their dogs as a destination on a stop around the Olympic Peninsula.  Right now there are no such parks and we need them.  Large ones!


	
	
	

	Reserve all or part of the open field as an off-leash area for dogs.


	
	
	

	Allow dogs under voice control, off leash.


	
	
	

	Need a free-range cat area.


	
	
	

	I would like to have Lake Isabella remain as it currently is.  I live in Shelton and drive to the lake a few times a week to enjoy walking around in the open space with my dog.


	
	
	

	Leave “as-is” for dog walkers, joggers/runners, who would use open fields/trails w/o damaging trees, marshland, etc.


	
	
	

	No changes to current use – off-leash dog walking.  Recommend minimal management.  Maintain/open trails.  Get noxious weeds under control.  Silviculture work – thin stands.  Fully open to all users.  Generate revenue from nat. resources.  No boat launch.


	
	
	

	Protect the springs around the lake and allow human and dog access.  Keep the boat launch where it is.


	
	
	

	Traffic conjestion in and out.  Will there be a boat launch?  Over use for boating, the lake is small.  Would like to see open space, trails for hiking, horseriding.  Who is going to police the traffic on the water?  There’s only one police boat for all of the lakes.


	Site security and public safety
	· Explore opportunity for increased site presence through a volunteer park host.

· Clearly mark park boundaries to minimize public trespass onto private lands


	· Meet with Mason County to discuss boat traffic management on lake.

· If facilities are developed at park, evaluate the need for additional staff to be assigned specifically to Lake Isabella.

· Clear any vegetation along shoreline that may create a swimming hazard.

	Concern:  waterfront swimming safety.


	
	
	

	Concern:  security for proposed food bank garden @ Isabella.


	
	
	

	Concern:  Time/distance factors for a ranger at Potlatch to respond to an Isabella incident.


	
	
	

	Concern:  Night time security.


	
	
	

	Concern:  Daylight hours security.
	
	
	

	How are neighbors to the park protected?
	
	
	

	Attaboy:  Darrela spending time on site!
	
	
	

	Lots of hiking paths.


	Trail use, development
	· Classify park as a mix of Recreation, Resource Recreation, and Heritage areas.  Minimize future trail development to avoid habitat fragmentation.  Designate all trails as pedestrian-only.
· Strictly enforce restrictions on motor vehicle use (WAC 352-20-020)
	· Classify park as a mix of Recreation and Resource Recreation area.  Explore opportunities for new trail development, including mountain bike and equestrian trails.

· Acquire trail corridor easement to connect park trails with trails on nearby Green Diamond Property.

· Strictly enforce restrictions on motor vehicle use (WAC 352-20-020)

	Non-motorized paths and trails.


	
	
	

	Off limits to ATV’s, etc.


	
	
	

	Please no off road vehicle.  Protect the existing wildlife & habitat.
	
	
	

	Concern:  Prohibiting off road vehicle riding in park.


	
	
	

	Lake Isabella  Don’t sell it!


	Long-term park boundary
	· Retain all property in existing park boundary.
	·  Retain all property in existing park boundary

· Acquire trail corridor easement to connect park trails with trails on nearby Green Diamond Property.

	
	
	Surplus Alternative

· Classify all park lands as surplus and appropriate for sale/exchange.


Potlatch
	Potlatch - Natural Resource Issues

	Public/Staff Comment
	Issue
	Natural/Cultural Resource Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	Potlatch Creek restoration (Saltmarsh restoration? Remove restroom and excavate) with Tribe. Could impact marine trail campsite.


	Preservation of native plant and animal communities
	Emphasize management of the park for natural and cultural resource conservation functions with the same or slightly lesser intensity of park development than currently exists.  Specific measures may include:

· Classify the majority of day-use as a Heritage Area.

· Remove non-native plant species from undeveloped areas and rehabilitate native plant communities

· Restore Potlatch Creek to improve salmonid habitat
	Emphasize management of the park for recreational use while still providing adequate protection to natural resources.  Specific measures may include:

· Classify day-use as Recreation Area.

·  Identify areas with highly significant natural resources and focus protective management on these areas only (e.g. riparian areas).



	Return to natural state


	
	
	

	Do not restore day use area of the park for salmon habitat, that would be an enormous undertaking and extremely unpopular with the public.
	
	
	

	Salmon interpretation


	Interpretation/environmental education opportunities
	· Develop a park interpretive master plan using primarily park staff and volunteers to complete

· As part of park interpretive master plan, design and construct a modest interpretive network for the park utilizing at most interpretive kiosks, signs, and non-facilities oriented programming (brochures etc.)

· Specifically, the plan should address the opportunities for interpreting shellfish resources, Hood Canal water quality, and Native American history.

· Establish a volunteer interpreter/steward program to aid with park interpretive and stewardship efforts.
	· Develop a park interpretive master plan as part of other interpretation capital projects

· Actively solicit partnerships with regional school district and Washington Sea Grant to provide environmental education opportunities.


	More nature programs for community.


	
	
	

	Interpretive signage


	
	
	

	Continue to participate in BEACH program


	
	
	

	Kiosks - materials
	
	
	

	Interpret and protect as appropriate.
	
	
	

	Interpretive signage


	
	
	

	Hope for the Lower Hood Canal is education, demonstration, and utilization of a “Stewardship Program” to prevent pollution of streams flowing into Hood Canal.
	
	
	

	Establish a marine guide/stewards program – train (University of Washington Sea Grant Program) volunteers to watch and lead groups.

To understand marine and upland influences on Hood Canal, etc.

This group could also do some restorative work
	
	
	

	Participate up with Hood Canal School environmental curriculum/teachers/tribal members
	
	
	

	Work with Washington Sea Grant
	
	
	

	Goal to keep shellfish beds open for recreational harvesting
	Shellfish resources/management
	Continue to work with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to set shellfish seasons, explore enhancement opportunities, and enforce harvest regulations.  Continue to work with the Washington Department of Health on shellfish disease and contamination issues.

	Reduction in recreation fishing and shellfishing has hurt private resorts and local economy.
	
	

	Would like to go clamming.
	
	

	Increase shellfish harvest
	
	

	Hope for the Lower Hood Canal is education, demonstration, and utilization to recycle public’s waste.
	Recycling
	· Develop a park sustainability plan.

· Work with agency sustainability coordinator to improve recycling efforts at the park.

	Clearly marked collection bins for specific contents; aluminum, glass, plastic containers, newspapers, food scraps for composts, cans, etc.


	
	

	My concern is over the trade of 2 miles of tideland for upland property w/out Hood Canal waterfront.  This doesn’t appear equiv.  If additional RV is anticipated it would effect private RV in the area.  Also concerned over tribal agreements for access rd. and effects on park.


	Long-term boundary
	· Retain all property in current park boundary.
	· Surplus narrow wedge of land west of Highway 101.
· Acquire Saltwater Boat Launch.

· Explore management agreement for shellfish harvest with neighboring landowners.

	Management agreement with orange mailbox property for shellfish harvesting; south of park interpretive kiosk.


	
	
	


	Potlatch - Cultural Resource Issues

	Public/Staff Comment
	Issue
	Natural Resource Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	Prehistoric and historic 


	Protection of Native American cultural and archaeological sites
	Continue to consult with Tribes that may have an interest in the archaeological and cultural resources in the state park.  Conduct archaeological surveys prior to any development activities.
State Parks staff will follow the direction contained in the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission’s Cultural Resources Policy 12-98-1. 



	No parking area along Hwy 101 (Tribe and DOT); damaging cultural sites, safety issues


	
	

	Look for partnership opportunities with the Skokomish tribe and the Hood Canal School District to establish stewardship and educational programs.


	Partnership Opportunities
	· Actively partner with Skokomish Tribe on cultural events at park (e.g. 2007 Tuwaduq Days)
· Explore partnerships with other local groups to improve stewardship and educational opportunities in park.

	Involve local tribes and WRIA’s (Watershed Resource Inventory Areas) in this planning process.


	
	


	Potlatch - Recreational Resource Issues

	Public/Staff Comment
	Issue
	Natural/Cultural Resource Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	Would like cabins.


	Recreational facilities development - campground
	· Eliminate campsites from close proximity to creek and restore riparian vegetation.
	· On recently acquired Minerva Beach property, explore opportunities for providing campsites for larger RV’s.
· Evaluate the need for additional RV hook-ups in the area.  

· Consider separating hook-up and standard sites to the extent possible to accommodate different camping styles.



	More camping space
	
	
	

	Need bigger camp space – more places for modern RV’s.


	
	
	

	Some concern for RV hookups as private competition.


	
	
	

	Tent sites may be ideal for this area.


	
	
	

	Concern with building cabins as competition with private sector.


	
	
	

	Adjust the ratio of RV to tent sites to fit the current users.
	
	
	

	Keep the tent sites separate from the RV sites to accommodate different camping styles.
	
	
	

	State Parks are not designed to accommodate large motorhomes with two to four slides.
	
	
	

	Boat launch needed (state park got involved with Tacoma Light park)


	Recreational facilities development - boating
	· Look to other partners to provide boating facilities in the area.
	· Acquire Saltwater Boat Launch from Tacoma City Light.
· Look for partners who might be interested in providing a public fuel dock in the area.

· Consider the need for expanded Water Trails camping at Potlatch and other Hood Canal state parks.

	Public fuel docks needed.


	
	
	

	Windsailing


	
	
	

	Kayaking
	
	
	

	Diving access is demanded


	Recreational facilities development - diving
	· Work with Washington SCUBA Alliance and other diving partners to clean up underwater debris and monitor/control invasive species.
	· Include outdoor shower facilities in the design of any new day-use comfort station.

· Investigate the potential for creating an artificial reef in the area to attract divers.

	We need a “wreck” environment to draw “rec” use. Locate in central area for Union, Hoodsport, etc.


	
	
	

	Outdoor facilities for divers such as rinse-off showers and tanks are needed.


	
	
	

	Assess need for stormwater and septic system upgrades


	Renovation of park facilities and infrastructure
	· Re-design park sewage system as part of effort to clean up Hood Canal.  

· Investigate potential for establishing rain gardens to manage run-off from impermeable surfaces.



	ADA access to beach


	Beach access
	· Limit beach access points to prevent trampling of native shoreline vegetation.

	· Ensure barrier-free access point to beach in compliance with ADA.
· Explore need for a fishing pier in the Potlatch area.

	Fishing pier 


	
	
	

	Less muddy area for children to swim and play in.
	
	
	

	Co-management of trail in land trade area.


	Trail use, development
	NOTE:  Management of Hoodsport Trail is being transferred to Port of Hoodsport.
	· Work with Port of Hoodsport and other local groups to explore opportunities for regional trail connections.

	Bike trail all the way to Hoodsport could be great


	
	
	

	Regional trail system all the way to Jorstad Creek Port Angeles Discovery Trail


	
	
	

	Hoodsport Trail:  Can it be connected to Finch Creek?  For a trail?  Can it be connected to Foothill Park?


	
	
	

	Hoodsport Trail:  80 acres; Last stand of mature timber in Lake Cushman; classified “Natural Area”; 1.5 (or 15) miles of trail; .5 mile loop; keep pedestrian trail.


	
	
	

	Hoodsport Trail:  Port of Hoodsport is focal point for Regional Trail ideas and interpretation.
	
	
	

	Competing loud music takes away from being outdoors so all music should be banned.
	Noise management
	Strictly enforce park regulations regarding the use of sound-emitting electronic equipment (WAC 352-32-056).


	Limit TV viewing to inside RV’s.
	
	

	Would it be possible to set up a labor “account” in exchange for camping fees, i.e. boy scouts, etc.
	Partnership opportunities
	Actively seek volunteers and community partners to assist with park projects.  

State Parks staff will follow the direction given in RCW 79A.05.030(6) and WAC 352-32-285 to allow volunteers to perform personal services in lieu of standard fees.

	Pet waste stations
	Pet waste management
	· Enforce park regulations regarding pet waste (WAC 352-32-060 (6)).

· Explore opportunities to provide bags for collecting pet waste.




Lilliwaup Tidelands
	Lilliwaup Tidelands - Recreational Resource Issues

	Public/Staff Comment
	Issue
	Natural Resource Alternative
	Recreation Alternative

	Lilliwaup:  Put bathroom near the parking; stairwell


	Recreational facilities development
	Work with Washington State Department of Transportation to ensure adequate rest stop facilities in the area.


