Lower Hood Canal CAMP – Preliminary Recommendations
	Belfair - Natural Resource Issues

	Issue
	Management Approach

	Protection of Natural Plant and Animal Communities – Uplands, Shoreline, and Inter-tidal areas
	· Classify salt marsh areas of shoreline as natural area to limit use and development to low-intensity.
· Classify inter-tidal areas as Resource Recreation to permit shellfish enhancement and improve recreational shellfish harvest.

· Include nearby WDFW property in the park’s long-term boundary to unify management of shoreline under agency.

· Develop an Integrated Pest Management Plan (IPM) that incorporates removal of non-native plant species and re-vegetation with native species.

· Develop a Hood Canal health monitoring program to monitor water quality, oversee improvements or degradation of the local water quality, and propose specific management treatments to ensure water quality goals are met.

	Coordination with other natural resource groups and public involvement

	· Establish a program, such as Nature Mapping (volunteer stewardship program) to begin a census of wildlife and bird populations.

· Establish regular resource management forums to increase coordination among conservation organizations, fishing and shellfish organizations, private industry, and the public.
· Establish a Belfair State Park volunteer stewardship training program to continue restoration work at the park.

	Sustainability
	· Develop a park sustainability plan that addresses operational functions and park facilities.
· Develop a park-wide system for recycling and on-site composting where visitors are engaged in the active demonstration of a sustainable living environment.

	Public education / interpretation 
	· Develop an expanded interpretive master plan for all the parks adjoining Hood Canal that includes on-site and school-based education programs.  Work with agencies and tribes to develop a coordinated on-going program.
· Develop a volunteer stewardship program, beach walks, and restoration projects.
· Develop in-park interpretation and community presentations representing the restoration program at the park.

	Tree care in developed areas
	· Coordinate with agency forester to assess tree health in developed park areas and remove unhealthy trees as necessary. 

· Work with the local community and schools to promote Arbor Day in the park. 

	Shellfish management, harvest and ; public education 
	· Classify inter-tidal areas as Resource Recreation to permit shellfish enhancement and stocking.

· Continue to work with Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife to set shellfish seasons, explore enhancement opportunities, and enforce harvest regulations.  Continue to work with the Washington Department of Health on shellfish disease and contamination issues.

· Work to connect park visitors / travelers with a “hot-line” for shellfish schedules, limits, etc

· Establish a system of signage for fish and shellfish harvest information which explains the management considerations and closure rationale.
· Have an ongoing Beach interpretive program which would emphasize restorative principles and marine life management.


	Belfair – Cultural Resources

	Protection and management of historic and cultural resources

	· Research and develop a Cultural Resource Management Plan which would gather needed historical information and foster education programs within the park.
· Coordinate with agency cultural resources program before undertaking ground-disturbing activities.

	Cultural resource education / interpretation 
	· Develop an expanded interpretive master plan for all the parks adjoining Hood Canal that includes on-site and school-based education programs.  Work with agencies and tribes to develop a coordinated on-going program.

· Construct and maintain an amphitheatre for interpretive programs and cultural demonstrations.
· Involve Navy personnel with programs about their operations in Puget Sound.

· Invite Skokomish Tribe to provide programs and visitor interpretation for winter village site and salmon migration.


	Belfair --Recreation Issues

	Issue
	Management Approach

	Recreational facility development
	· Classify upland areas of the park and park manager residence as Recreation Areas to allow for retention of existing recreational and administrative facilities and uses. 

· Keep active recreation facilities apart from the riparian, shoreline, and forested areas. 
· Add more active recreation facilities to provide for: renovated playground, horse shoe pits, basketball courts or other intensive recreation activities in areas away from riparian, shoreline, or forested areas.

· Add an enclosed picnic shelter for use as meeting space in addition to picnics and other special events.

· Monitor the noise limits in the park to maintain the natural park environment.

	Camping facilities and camping experience
	· Prepare a campground master plan/business plan to determine optimum number and appropriate mix of utility, standard, and primitive sites and address parking for second vehicles.
· Consider reducing the number of camping sites to promote more re-vegetation of campground and allow more natural and space buffers between family camping areas.
· Acquire property north of Highway 300 to site additional RV camping opportunity and administrative support facilities (pursue crosswalk, speed limit reduction, or other highway crossing if/when acquired).
· Explore additional camping opportunities on nearby public lands (e.g., Tahuya State Forest)

· Encourage City of Belfair to integrate RV dump station into their planned sewage treatment facility.

	Trails
	· Work in partnership with Theler Wetlands managers to explore trail corridor or recreational easements that connect Belfair State Park and the Theler Wetlands.

· Seek more trail opportunities within the park or nearby public lands, such as State Department of Natural Resource’s Tahuya State Forest.
· Develop trail to provide pedestrian access to salt marsh environment and add an interpretive opportunity (done).

	Water access site
	· Acquire WDFW property west of the park to provide additional day use water access.

	
	

	Recreation programs
	· Develop more recreation programs and cultural events throughout the year. 
· Consider waiving camping fees for volunteers based on hours worked in the park.

	
	


