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Visitors can stand on the bluff at Fort Ebey State
Park and let their imaginations take them back
to the 1940s, when the country was in turmoil
as the United States entered World War II.

Plans to modernize the Harbor Defenses of
Puget Sound were already on the table when
the Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7,
1941, After that attack, the Army scrambled
to put the plans into action. Fort Ebey was
built from 1942 to 1944, joining nearby forts
Worden, Flagler and Casey, among others, in
the Harbor Defenses of Puget Sound.

This fort was manned from 1943 to 1946 by
members of the Coast Artillery Corps of the

Army. Between 1943 and late 1945, the guns
were manned 24-hours-a-day.
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The End
After the war, Fort Ebey's guns were cut up and melted
down for scrap. Changing methods of warfare, induding
long-range bombing, missile technology and the lack of
any foreseeable naval threat, made the coastal forts obsolete.
The Coast Anillery Corps was disbanded in 1950. Fort
Ebey was used by the Army Corps of Engineers from
1946 to 1948, and then by the Navy for a short period.
The property was acquired by the state of Washington in
1968 and developed as a state park in 1981.
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Fort Ebey State Park

400 Hill Valley Drive
Coupeville, WA 98239

Phone (360) 678-4636

Fax: (360) 678-5136

E-mail: Fort .Ebey@parks wa.gov
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FORT EBEY
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FORT EBEY'S WW II
GUN BATTERY




Battery Henry M. Merriam

Bartery 248 was officially named after Colonel Henry
M. Merriam, who was the Commander of Puget Sound
Harbor Defense in the 1920s. However, the fort was
decommissioned before the name was placed on the
battery entrances.
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Features of the fort

Battery 248 was positioned with a view out the Strait
of Juan de Fuca toward the open ocean. Observers
stationed in small concrete strucrures along the bluff
used telescopes to target the locations of enemy vessels,
then relayed the information to plotters inside the
battery. Two of these observation stations {called base
end stations) are still in place and can be accessed from
the Bluff Trail. Radar, a new technology at the time, also
was used at Fort Ebey.

Fort Ebey’s barradks were located near where the park
office is today. Other fadlities included a barber shop,
library, bowling alley and fire station. The remains of an
elevated 100,000 gallon wooden water tank can be seen
dlong the Water Tower Trail.

Tree wells

A unique feature of Battery 248 are its tree wells. When
the battery was covered with dirt, brick endosures were
built around some trees to keep them alive so they could
provide camouflage for the fort. Ivy and gorse also were
planted for camouflage.
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Guns on the bluff

Fort Ebey’s main armament was two, six-inch guns.
The puns could fire a projectile weighing 108 pounds
ar moving targets up to 15 miles away every 12
seconds. Battery 248 was never fired against an enemy
target, but the soldiers had plenty of practice. In fact,
in 1944, Battery C, 14th Coast Artillery Corps won
an international competition by scoring 22 hits in

18 rounds (certain hits counted twice) on a target
towed at 14,000 yards, simulating a destroyer. As then
Commanding Officer Major Samuel Kelley

said, “These were fantastic guns.”
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greatly decreased reloading times.

3. Shell room: These rooms could store

up to 100 high explosive (HE) projectiles frE===253)
that weighed 90 pounds each. ﬂ-%:z;j

4. Shell room: Up to 400 armor-piercing (AP} projectiles
weighing 108 puunds each could ie stored in these
FOOMS. Nnn—eprsive Ccast iron target practice shells,
dumm].r pmjecti]es for ]oading practice and sub-caliber
fire raining rounds also were stored here.

5. Powdet toom: Sealed memal canisters containing one
32—poun4:| HE or 3?—pound AP powder cha.rge apiece
were stored here. Temperature and humidity were
monitored in these rooms, as the].r could aﬂtgct ]:u}wder

igniton.

6. Plotting room: This “brain center” of the fort
communicated with the observation smtions, radar tower
and guns. Dunng visual operations, informaton about
location of targets was called in from base end stations
and transferr lﬁ to the plotting board. Range and direction
determination equipment were used to pinpoint target
location, then ﬁring information was sent to the gun
crews. When the guns were being fired using radar (radar
ops), this mom served as the Battery Commander Station.

g::tmg room: After the guns were fired, spotters in
e end stations w:l:chgtf'“ for the splash or expluslun
Dfpm_]ecﬁ]e impact, then called in corrections to the

spotring room, where the spotring board was used

to make adjustments for the next shot. The fire
control switchboard, radic communications center and a
primitive computer also were located here.

8. Latrine: Restroom and shower,

9. Chemical watfare service room: This room, along
with theg:lomng and spotting rooms and latrine, were
gas proo ed to protect the occupants in case oFchemlcal
attack. The pressunz.ed air was Eltered bj.r carbon
scrubbers located here. There also was an air mnd.itinning

unit in this room.

10. Powet toom: Three 125 KWVA 440v diesel generator
sets with distribution panels, motor genemtors and
associated aqu:rment occupied this room. Just one

gBl’lB[‘ﬂtD[‘ EDI.II. ﬂllﬂ". power d.'lB entire bﬂtter}r TI.'IB I}Ig
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11. Water cooler room: Contined evaporative coolers
for the diesel engines.

12, Muffler Mufflers for the diesels ran the
length of the gallery supported by overhead brackets and
vented outside. An exhaust fan and small hot water
boiler shared this space.




