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Winter Recreation Program Mission

 
The mission of the Winter Recreation Program is to 

provide a variety of snow-based winter recreational opportunities 
to the public while protecting natural and cultural resources 

throughout the state.
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Overview

2 Advisory Committees
 Winter Recreation Advisory Committee
 Snowmobile Advisory Committee
2 Separate Budgets
130+ Sno-Parks 
3,000+ miles of trails
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The Winter Recreation Program manages Sno-parks around the state for    
non-motorized winter recreation use such as Nordic skiing, snow shoeing, 

dog sledding, and back country skiing. 
The program also provides services such as snow removal, trail grooming, 
sanitation, as well as education and enforcement at non-motorized and 

dual use (both non-motorized and motorized) Sno-parks and on groomed 
trails around the state. 

 

What is the Non-motorized Program?

There are approximately 37 non-motorized Sno-parks with 800 plus miles that 
provide groomed and non groomed trails with 6 being on state parks land.
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Non-motorized Program Funding 

 The non-motorized program is funded by permit sales and 
special groomed stickers. 

 Seasonal Sno-park permit: $50 
 Special Groomed Sticker : $70 required with seasonal Sno-

park permit (Crystal Springs, Hyak, Lake Easton, Cabin Creek, 
Lake Wenatchee, Nason Ridge, Chiwawa, Mt. Spokane)

 Combo: $120 (Seasonal Sno-park permit + special groomed 
sticker)

 Daily: $25 (Special groomed not required)

 Revenue funds services such as administration, trail grooming, 
snow removal, sanitation, education and enforcement, and 
equipment repair and replacement.

 



WASHINGTON STATE PARKS 6

Winter Recreation Non-motorized Program 
2024 Budget

$3,178,311 
Total Budget FY24
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Winter Recreation 2023-2024 Highlights

 Low-income youth/underserved grant: 
 In coordination with Lake Easton SP, DEI office 

and REI provided the opportunity for low-
income youth and underserved families to 
enjoy the snow at Hyak Sno-park.  

 New ADA trail access at Crystal Springs (Trial for 
2023-2024)

 Increased trail grooming days
 Purchase of a “new” used PB100 groomer for 

Lake Easton SP 
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Youth Outing at Hyak Sno-park
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Youth Outing at Hyak Sno-park
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What is the Snowmobile Program?

Winter Recreation manages the snowmobile program which 
provides services such as snow removal, trail grooming, sanitation, 

and education and enforcement at motorized Sno-parks and 
groomed trails around the state. 

There are approximately 80 Sno-parks that provide trails for 
snowmobile riding with 4 being on state parks land.
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Snowmobile Program Funding

 The snowmobile program is funded by snowmobile registrations 
which include tracked utility vehicles (UTV), all terrain vehicles 
(ATV), snow bikes and the fuel tax.

 Snowmobile registration: $50 (receive a free Sno-park permit 
upon registration)

 Fuel Tax: 135 gallons average yearly usage per snowmobile 
times the number of registered snowmobiles times $0.349 

 Total revenue per sled is currently $94.20 (registration + fuel 
tax)

 Seasonal Sno-park permit: $50 (Used most by out of state 
riders)

 Revenue funds services such as administration, trail grooming, 
snow removal, sanitation, education and enforcement, and 
equipment repair and replacement.
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Snowmobile Program 2024 Budget

$2,848,583 
Total Budget FY24
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Snowmobile revenue
 Lack of snowfall
Recruiting new contractors 
Winter Logging
 Increased operating costs 
 i.e. fuel, parts, labor

2023-2024 
Winter Season Challenges
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Snowmobile Registrations

Snowmobile Registrations have declined 
16,499 over the last 20 years from 38,331 

in 2002 to 21,832 in 2023. 
(2024 registrations: 16,821)

As of January 2024

No single cause of decline in registrations 

Other notable factors:
2008 recession
Fee increase from $30 to $40 in 2015
Fee increase from $40 to $50 in 2016
Annual snowfall
Costs of snowmobiling have increased 

(costs of sleds, equipment, fuel)
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The increase in program expenses can be attributed to the following: 

Rising costs of fuel, parts, and labor required for sno-park management.

Finding contractors who are both experienced and qualified to perform the 
services needed has been both difficult and expensive in recent years

As revenue decreases, services are reduced

There is a fine line for providing enough services to justify 
registration/permit costs and maintain public interest, but not so many that 
the program is unsustainable

15

Snowmobile Program
Expenses are outpacing revenue
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Snowmobile Program
Budgetary Data and Projections 2019 -2028

Expenses will outpace revenue 
starting in Fiscal Year 2025

Potential Impacts:
Reduced Trail Grooming
Decrease length of season
Closing of Sno-parks
Removing of trails from 

grooming schedule

Assumptions: 
Decreased registrations
Inflationary increases
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Potential Program Impacts

One or more of the following may occur:
 

Reduction in trail grooming frequency

Shortened grooming seasons

Reduction of Sno-parks
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Snowmobile Program
Options for Increased Revenue

 Increase registration fees
 Eliminate free Sno-park permit

Note: Legislative action will be required to increase registration fees or eliminate 
free Sno-park permit

Other Actionable Items:
 Increased education and enforcement
 Recreational Trails Program Grants (RCO)
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Next Steps

2024 Snowmobile Program Outreach Plan:

a.    Survey to snowmobile registrants (DOL)
b. Feedback from stakeholder groups: 

Snowmobile Advisory Committee (SMAC)
Washington State Snowmobile Association (WSSA)
Washington State Parks
United States Forest Service (USFS)

c.    Virtual town hall(s)
d. Present findings to Parks Leadership & Commission

19
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Guest Speakers-

Bob Henrie-Chair, Snowmobile Advisory Committee

Dean Meakin- President, Snowmobile Association

Wayne Mohler- Snowmobile Association
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