What’s New – Archived Stories

Discover Pass – a great gift idea

Give those on your holiday gift list this year a gift that really takes them places – hiking, bicycling, picnicking, or out to relax and get renewed in some of the most beautiful places in Washington.

Buy them a Discover Pass.

It's easy to buy online or over the telephone, and you can even have it sent directly to the person you're giving to; simply provide their mailing address when you buy the pass. That's all you need, and the Discover Pass will arrive in the recipient's mailbox seven to 10 days later. When they get their pass, they can simply write in the vehicle license plate number for the vehicle they want the pass to cover – and they can start using it immediately.

If you're a grandparent who wants to “buy one for the kids,” or a friend who wants to tuck a pass into a nice new pair of hiking socks, the Discover Pass is a great value. For $30 (and a $5 to cover processing and mailing), you are giving your friends or family access to nearly 7 million acres of state-managed recreation lands, including state parks, trails and trailheads, water-access points, wildlife and natural areas and heritage sites – and all the beautiful vistas and fun experiences that go along with that.

Give the Discover Pass – and get your loved ones outdoors! For more information, visit online at www.discoverpass.wa.gov.



State Parks welcomes new commissioner
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Gov. Christine O. Gregoire has appointed Mark O. Brown of Lacey to serve on the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, beginning immediately. 

Brown, 61, is a governmental affairs professional who brings years of public and private sector experience to the Commission. He is president of Connections Public Affairs and has public and private sector clients throughout Southwest Washington. He is former Mayor of the City of Lacey and also previously served as director of the Washington Department of Labor and Industries.

Brown's Commission term will run through December 2016. He takes the seat vacated by Kelly Punteney of Vancouver, who recently resigned.

Brown has been a key player for the past 15 years in efforts to preserve and reuse historic and recreational assets at the Vancouver National Historic Reserve and also played a key role with the Confluence Project, which has installed artworks by renowned artist Maya Lin at Sacajawea and Cape Disappointment state parks in conjunction with the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial. He is a former member of the State Investment Board and currently serves on several other boards and commissions.

“I'm coming on the Commission at a time when the agency is facing unprecedented financial challenges,” Brown said. “The Commission is going to lead a historic transformation of the agency, and while undoubtedly a daunting task, I plan to give it my all.”

Mark Brown and his wife, Julie, live in Lacey.



Audubon's birding trail map highlights state park sites
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Hot off the press Thanksgiving weekend, the Puget Loop of Audubon's Great Washington State Birding Trail Map features 220 of our 346 annually recorded bird species around the Sound from Seattle to Mt. Rainier, plus Lake Washington, Kitsap Peninsula, and Vashon, Bainbridge, Whidbey and San Juan islands. The trail is a self-guided driving tour to the best places to see birds in Washington state, including many state parks. This fold-out, illustrated map is the seventh in a series that highlights some of the best birding locations across Washington.

Bird viewing sites at state parks include Lake Sammamish, Flaming Geyser, Penrose Point, Joemma Beach, Possession Point, South Whidbey, Fort Casey, Fort Ebey, Joseph Whidbey, Deception Pass, Lime Kiln, Spencer Spit and Moran.

State parks are natural attractions to our native bird populations with the variety of bird nesting and rousting habitat offered. Bird habitat includes parks large and small, meadows and mountain tops, and water (fresh and salty, still and flowing – lakes, rivers, estuaries, intricate bays and channels).

Year-round stars of the Puget Loop avian show are bald eagles, with a supporting cast of pileated woodpeckers, pacific wrens, Anna's hummingbirds, chestnut-backed chickadees and pigeon guillemots. Also featured are black oystercatchers on coastlines, wood ducks on lakes, and sooty grouse and Clark's nutcrackers in the alpine. The mild, misty days of fall through spring promise waterside spectacles: migrating black-bellied plovers, western sandpipers, and dunlins; wintering arctic, pacific and common loons; harlequin ducks, rafts of surf and white-winged scoters, western and red-necked grebes; common murres, rhinocerous auklets, marbled and ancient murrelets, plus myriad snow geese and tundra swans; heermann's, mew and Thayer's gulls; caspian and common terns. 

Recreationists can travel by car, bus, ferry, bike or paddle to the Puget Loop's 42 main sites and 18 “more birding” locations.

To view the new Puget Loup Trail brochure or place an order, visit the Audubon's website. 



State Parks seeks your ideas on revenue and efficiency strategy

The 2011-13 state operating budget reduces State Parks general fund support by more than 70% with the intent of eliminating it entirely in the future. To help offset this reduction, the Legislature established a user-fee approach to funding operation of the state park system. Park visitors are now required to purchase a $30 annual Discover Pass or a one-day $10 Discover Pass to access state parks and state recreation lands managed the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and the Washington State Department of Natural Resources (DNR). Annual sales of the Discover Pass are projected to raise about $65 million in this biennium, with State Parks receiving 84 percent and WDFW and DNR each receiving 8 percent. 

With dramatically reduced general fund support, the State Parks Commission must rethink its approach to providing recreation opportunities and stewarding park resources. We face a basic choice: 

1. Keep the agency as we know it, but dramatically smaller to reflect reduced funding and hope to rebuild in better times; or

2. Use the current crisis as an opportunity to transform the agency, diversifying funding sources, engaging support, building expertise and creating an agency adapted to operating without state general funds.

State Parks' Director Don Hoch recently established a task force to explore the latter choice and craft a revenue and efficiency strategy to help set the agency on a conscious course towards long-term financial stability. The task force convened work groups with agency staff and stakeholders and developed 61 distinct revenue and efficiency initiatives.

Now we need your help. As a state parks' supporter, we need to know from you whether we're on the right track. The Revenue and Efficiency Task Force report (563kb PDF) provides information on the initiatives and which ones we're recommending to implement first. Please give us your thoughts. E-mail your comments and suggestions to transformation.strategy@parks.wa.gov. Your input will help us create a revenue and efficiency strategy to help guide us into our second century of service. 
The deadline to provide comments is Nov. 18, 2011.



Sony partners with America's State Parks

Have you the Hollywood touch? Possess a penchant for making motion pictures? Got a passion for Washington state parks, too?

Then charge up your video camera and head out for your favorite Washington state park. This summer America's State Parks is partnering with Sony Creative Software and challenging amateur filmmakers to show off their video skills and best-loved outdoor places during the America's State Parks Filmmaker Challenge.

America's State Parks is an organization that strives to build awareness of our nation's great parks. Why not submit a video of your own treasured Washington state parks experiences for a chance to win super Sony prizes and promote your favorite state park?

Now through Sept. 1, you can submit your homemade, two-minute or less video to the America's State Parks contest page, www.americasstateparks.org/filmmaker/. There you also will find all the official contest rules, and the bumpers – short video title segments – that must be downloaded and edited to the beginning and end of each video. 

Any video editing software is acceptable. But to help those without a video editor, Sony is offering a free 30-day trial of their Vegas Movie Studio HD Platinum 11 software. If you choose to purchase the software, do so through the contest page and you will receive a $30 discount and Sony will donate $20 to America's State Parks.

Nineteen videos chosen by contest judges will be announced as potential finalists from Custer State Park in South Dakota on Sept.5. Judges will rate the videos based on the quality of their creative and technical elements.

From Sept. 10 to Nov. 1, visitors to the contest website may vote for their favorite video. Even if you don't enter a video, don't forget to log in and cast your vote for our Washington videographers.

Finalists with the two highest vote tallies will be announced as the Grand Prize winners on Nov. 5 and will receive a Sony VAIO Notebook computer. Other prizes include the Sony Playstation 3 and the Sony Bloggie Touch.

The summer days are still long, but time is short. So get out there today because your Washington state parks are ready for their close-up.

To learn more about America's State Parks or the Sony Challenge, visit www.americasstateparks.org.

Please also consider sharing video of your state park visit with Washington State Parks. Any video submitted to Washington State Parks becomes the property of the agency and may be used for promotional purposes. Mail a copy of your video on DVD to Washington State Parks Public Affairs Office, Attn: Sandy Mealing, P.O. Box 42650, Olympia, WA 98504-2650. Please include in the package:

· A signed note giving Washington State Parks usage rights to the video

· Your name and contact information

· The park or parks where the video was taken

· Approximate date or season and year of your visit

Washington State Parks is not able to provide individual by-lines or credit lines for donated video used for promoting the park system or programs supporting the park system. Video may be used in the creation of other video, TV or online products.



Discover Pass launched; sales top $1.5 million

Discover Pass sales continue strong with sales over $1.5 million just two weeks after the pass requirement began on July 1. The pass officially went on sale at some venues June 21.

The $30 annual ($10 one-day) Discover Pass is a vehicle-access permit created by the Legislature and signed into law by Gov. Christine Gregoire in late May. Its purpose: to raise $65 million in revenue over the two-year budget cycle to replace general fund tax money no longer available to cover operating costs on state recreation lands. The pass must be displayed on your vehicle windshield to access recreation lands managed by the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, the Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Department of Natural Resources. The penalty for not displaying the pass is $99.

The pass officially went on sale June 21, through the Washington Interactive Licensing Database, also known as WILD, managed by the Department of Fish and Wildlife using a private business vendor. The WILD system made the sale of the pass available to a large number of customers efficiently and quickly, with online, telephone and in-person sales at 600 vendors where fishing and hunting licenses are sold. By mid-day July 13, the WILD system reported topping $1 million in sales, including nearly 33,000 annual passes and about 1,500 daily passes. Those who buy through the WILD business vendor pay an additional $5 in vendor and transaction fees, as provided in state statute.

An additional $500,000 in passes has been sold to vendors outside the WILD system for resale to the public. 

Meanwhile, the pass also went on sale July 1 at State Parks headquarters and region offices and at parks as staff was available. State Parks is working now on a new system to separate out Discover Pass sales from other fee collections and will announce Discover Pass sales soon. Beginning with October vehicle license renewals, vehicle owners will be able to purchase the pass when renewing license tabs through Department of Licensing (DOL). 

When considering the Discover Pass bill, the Legislature decided to leave in place a donation program adopted in 2009-11 and tied to DOL vehicle license tab renewals to give Parks supporters an additional way to help with contributions beyond purchase of the pass.

"The public support we've gotten with the pass is gratifying," said Don Hoch, Washington State Parks director. "We know that people love their parks and recreation lands, and everyone seems to agree that we don't want to be closing these places. We're in a whole new reality now; instead of being supported by tax dollars, we're now user-pay, really more like a business. We're pretty optimistic that people want the services we provide and will support them by buying their Discover Pass."

For more information and to purchase, visit www.discoverpass.wa.gov.



Help save trees – don't transport firewood

Have you ever hauled firewood from home for your camping trip, and upon arrival, noticed little insect passengers in the firewood had gone along for the ride? Those innocent-looking little passengers could be big trouble for trees. Many invasive species of insects and diseases move to new destinations on firewood and can infect the trees in and around your camping destination.

That's why the Washington Invasive Species Council is working with park agencies, campgrounds and organizations to educate the people about the dangers of moving firewood. The "Don't Move Firewood" education and outreach campaign is working nationwide to help people understand that even a small insect can devastate a forest, jeopardizing forest economies and beloved outdoor recreation sites.

Washington State Parks is joining the campaign by asking campers not to take along firewood when you visit your state parks. By buying your wood where you plan to burn it, you can help protect our beautiful forests. 

To learn more about the problem of transporting invasive pests and diseases on firewood, view a YouTube video created by the Montana Department of Agriculture, or visit the Washington Invasive Species Council website. 

Other ways to help save trees include learning to identify and recognize pests of concern, burning all firewood before leaving your campsite and by reminding friends, family and neighbors to buy firewood locally when going camping. Call ahead when possible to find a local wood dealer.

Many individual park pages on the State Parks website include information about local firewood availability. 



State Parks housing program provides on-site security for visitors, state facilities and resources

Traditionally, it has been an industry standard for local, state and national park systems and other public land management agencies to provide on-site housing for employees to enhance public safety and public service. 

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission recognizes the benefits of having qualified employees available on-site at parks around the clock. For this reason, the Commission has a park housing policy that provides on-site housing to employees who wish to occupy these residences for the benefit of the agency. The park employee is available to respond when needed and provides security and protection of state property, natural resources and visitors. In addition, park housing provides State Parks greater operational efficiency and more flexibility in work scheduling. 

In exchange for these benefits to the state, the employee in park housing pays no rent. All who live in park housing pay a utility rate. 

A recent King 5 TV news story about employee housing in parks raised the question about whether it is reasonable to provide nearly free housing to state employees. While the Commission recognizes that on-site park housing is important to public safety, it also recognizes the challenging economic times we are in. The Commission continues to review all programs and services, including employee housing, as it balances public benefits and costs.

Most park employees who live in park on-site housing are commissioned law enforcement rangers who provide on-site security to visitors no matter the time of day. Some construction and maintenance and other employees also live on-site to provide fast response for vulnerable utility systems. 

A few other park employees and non-employee volunteers without a direct nexus between the housing provided and their job duties may live in park housing as available. These people typically work on-site as park aides or office assistants and help with visitor service in offices and welcome stations. They pay utility rate as well as tax on fair local market rental rate. 

Approximately 140 park staff live in on-site housing. Housing ranges from a few historic Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) cabins and historic houses, to cabins and more typically, mid century-era ramblers. Much of the housing is rustic. Some housing is attached to park offices. Members of the employee's immediate family also may live in on-site housing with them. Regardless of the type of housing and that family members also live there, members of the public contact park staff at all hours because they live in the park. 



Senator Ranker introduces joint access permit bill

Permit State Parks' best hope in face of tax funding loss
Sen. Kevin Ranker, D-San Juan Islands, has introduced Senate Bill 5622 that, if successful, will help to keep a state park system available to the public and maintain recreation programs run by the Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) and the Department of Natural Resources (DNR). A companion bill, House Bill 1796, is sponsored by Rep. Kevin Van De Wege, D-Sequim. 

Senate Bill 5622 addresses the continued demand for recreation opportunities and seeks to replace lost tax support for recreation with a "user-pay" approach. The bill would create a single $30 annual vehicle "Discover Pass" (or a $10 day-use pass) that would provide pass holders access to parks, WDFW and DNR recreation lands.

With the state reducing essential human, social, health and education services, the Governor's 2011-13 budget moves to wean State Parks off general fund tax support within a couple of years and move the park system toward a user-pay funding base. The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission believes the best and fairest option to keep a park system going is to ask those who use the parks to pay for them. The bill proposes a convenient purchase option, with purchase opportunity available when people renew their vehicle license fees.

The Legislature will consider the details along with public input as this bill moves through the Legislature. The permit seems to be the most viable alternative at this time. If an alternative funding source is not found to replace lost tax dollars, it likely will mean that the majority of parks in the state park system will be reduced to "zero service, " with gates swung closed, utilities turned off and staff withdrawn. Those who walk in would find no public safety and no public services inside. 

In the meantime, the current donation program tied to vehicle license renewal is essential to keep State Parks operating in the current budget cycle and until any new permit program can be implemented. To read the joint news release distributed to statewide media by Sen. Ranker, the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission, WDFW and DNR, visit www.parks.wa.gov/newsreleases/.

Please share this very important information with anyone you know is interested in our beautiful parks and recreation resources in Washington. 



State Parks budget update – donations still needed;

Governor's 2011-13 budget takes State Parks off general fund tax support
The start of the 2011 legislative session finds State Parks at a crossroads. Now, more than ever, donations tied to vehicle license tabs are needed to bridge the budget gap, as we potentially move from an agency that relies on general fund state tax dollars to one that may rely primarily on user fees.

In response to the state budget crisis, the Governor's budget makes dramatic reductions in basic health, social and education programs and in the mix proposes a reduction of 70 percent of the agency's general fund tax support in the 2011-13 biennium, which begins July 1, 2011. This would leave $20 million in one-time tax support to help the agency transition to a funding base built on new user fees. Then in 2013-15, there would be no general fund tax support, and State Parks would rely on user fees alone. In addition, the State Parks Commission knows that it will have to manage the park system differently in order to sustain it in these times.

Faced with the prospect of losing tax support for parks operations, the Commission believes that user-based fees are the best and fairest option we have to operate the park system, because it relies upon those who use the parks to pay for them. We are optimistic that this could support the system. We are already deeply involved in the Governor's reform initiative and are working together with other natural resource agencies to find savings and efficiencies. As part of this effort, State Parks, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife and Department of Natural Resources are exploring the idea of offering a single permit to provide access to state parks and recreation lands.

If the Legislature includes the permit/fee in its final budget this spring, one model being considered would enable vehicle owners to buy their recreation permit at reduced cost when they renew their vehicle license tabs through the Department of Licensing. Without the permit/fee in the next biennium, parks all over the state could be reduced to zero service.

While we wait for things to unfold this legislative session, your donations are still very much needed to help us keep operating through the current budget period and into the next. 

For more information about the donation program and current charts showing monthly donation levels, visit www.parks.wa.gov/donations/ and public comments are always welcome via e-mail to public.information@parks.wa.gov. We will provide periodic updates on budget and services in your state parks.

Thank you for your support.



Goldendale Observatory earns Dark Sky status
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Goldendale Observatory has always been a dark, dark place at night. 

Now it's official. 

The International Dark-Sky Association, or IDA, has selected Goldendale Observatory State Park to join an elite group of observatories around the world that are not only dark enough to see the stars, but working hard to keep it that way. 

Goldendale Observatory State Park is small; just five acres and a 20-foot domed observatory perched on an oak-strewn, 2,100-foot-high hilltop. Yet this small observatory houses one of the nation's largest public telescopes – a 24 1/2-inch Cassegrain reflecting telescope – and has attracted sky-watchers since its opening in 1973. Acquired by Washington State Parks in 1980, it's open to anyone with a will to view the universe on cloudless nights, said Stephen Stout, the park's long-time interpretive specialist. 

"Visitors can come any time, five nights a week," Stout said. "I say, welcome and let's take a tour of the universe. And it's even free." 

When the last sunlight fades and the lights go down at Goldendale Observatory State Park the universe unfolds overhead and the planets, stars, constellations and the great Milky Way gleam brightly across the inky fabric of space. That makes Goldendale an ever-increasing rarity among public observatories. Light pollution has put many, such as Griffith Park Observatory in Los Angeles – out of commission. 

So when Stout heard about the International Dark Sky designation through the amateur astronomer's grapevine he knew immediately that Goldendale could – and should – qualify. 

In June the International Dark Sky Association selected Goldendale to be one of just seven parks in the world to achieve a Dark Sky designation. 

"It is an honor," Stout said. 

Goldendale received a provisional Silver Tier designation, which is expected to become permanent as soon as a small number of retrofits are made to the observatory's lighting. A top-tier or Gold designation is not possible as the observatory sits too closely to Goldendale, Wash., and its lights, Stout said. Stout has already seen a jump in interest in the park since the IDA announced the designation and expects more. 

Earning the designation means far more than meeting a certain level of darkness or visibility into the far reaches of the universe, Stout said. It also is a testament to the years of effort he has dedicated to preserving the natural night sky through his own practices, public education and working with local organizations and governments on the prevention of light pollution. 
Stout has been a champion of dark skies for decades. Lessons on light pollution weave their way into his talks with park visitors, and he is an energetic promoter of solutions to light pollution in his community. Light pollution is not only a problem for astronomers, Stout said. It is harmful to nocturnal creatures, migratory birds and even human circadian rhythms, he said. 

"Of all the kinds of pollution there are, solving light pollution is less expensive and less hassle than any other," Stout said. "Really, it's a win-win situation." 

The Goldendale Observatory is open to the public year round. To learn more about the park and for information on hours of operation, visit the park's web page. To learn more about the International Dark Sky Association, visit www.darksky.org. 




Crowd honors CCC, Deception Pass Bridge
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When the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) shaped the graceful arches, stout piers and sturdy deck of the Deception Pass Bridge 75 years ago, they may not have known they were shaping history. 

But they were. 

On the last day of July, dignitaries and other Washingtonians paid homage to the CCC and the lovely, lasting link they made 75 years ago between mainland Washington and Whidbey Island. 

The day dawned misty and cool, but hearts were warm as vintage vehicles rolled along the narrow lanes – closed for the short noontime event – through the cheering crowds. The mist doused hopes for the flyover of Navy EA-19G jets from the Whidbey Island Naval Air Station during the brief bridge closure, but it did not dampen spirits as crowds moved into Deception Pass State Park to celebrate the event. 

The Deception Pass Bridge stands as testament to the skill and determination of the CCC workers who began construction in August of 1934. Completed in less than a year, it still stands strong, ensuring safe passage for travelers over the turbulent waters of Deception and Canoe passes. Views of the Strait of Juan de Fuca from its 180-foot-high, quarter-mile-long deck are breath-taking. 

Deception Pass State Park, with its more than 4,000 acres of outdoor opportunities and unparalled views of the bridge and sound was an ideal venue for celebrating and photographing this unique part of American history. 

State, local and State Parks officials and a bus load of CCC alumni were among hundreds who joined in the celebration with tributes, music, food, games and historic displays of the unique part of American history. 

Learn more about Deception Pass State Park and the bridge on the park's web page. 



State Parks, Argosy Cruises pursue green operations at Blake Island
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The diesel-fueled incinerators that once burned all the trash at Blake Island State Park and Tillicum Village are cool and silent – for good. 

Park staff and Tillicum Village concessions partner Argosy Cruises recently launched a greener waste disposal method to keep Puget Sound air cleaner and improve the park's sustainability for the future. 

Blake Island is a 475-acre marine and camping park eight miles southwest of the Seattle waterfront. Blake Island became a state park in 1959, and the Native American themed restaurant, live theater and shopping destination concession known as Tillicum Village started in 1962. 

Since the island is only accessible by boat, incinerators were used for years to burn all the trash generated on the island. Several years ago, park staff instituted a "pack-it-in, pack-it-out" for visitors, so only the trash generated by park staff and the concession operation needed to be burned. 

In March 2009, Argosy cruises took over operation of the island concession in addition to its island cruises. Park staff and Argosy began work to eliminate use of the incinerators; now park staff and the concession managers separate trash and recycling for hauling off-island along with large amounts of garbage volunteers collect along the shoreline on cleanup days, according to Park Manager David Roe.

Argosy Cruises has adopted other green practices at Tillicum Village, including using washable china and flatware and compostable products. Kitchen appliances have been replaced with energy-efficient models, and water efficiencies from the kitchen to landscaping to reduce demands on the park's limited water supply. Argosy also encourages employees to carpool.

Learn more about Blake Island State Park, visit the park's web page. For more information on Argosy tours and Tillicum Village salmon bakes and native dancing demonstrations, visit www.argosycruises.com.



Play structures in parks a welcome break for parents
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Those who have visited the playground at Saint Edward State Park in Kenmore may not realize they're enjoying a national favorite. The playground received the 2009 Parents' Pick award from Nickelodeon online.

Last spring and summer, parents from all over the country voted for their favorite, family-friendly playground. Parents throughout Seattle cast their votes, and Saint Edward was named a winner. The playground, created several years ago by a friends group in the local community, lures kids and families year round, so kids can get some exercise and a treat for the senses at the same time, through interactive features.

Play structures have been a popular addition in state parks as part of the agency's Centennial 2013 Plan to improve the park system and get it ready for its 100th birthday in 2013. Rangers have worked with volunteer and community groups to install new play structures, and some capital improvements in parks have included structures, as well.

At Belfair State Park on Hood Canal, play equipment lost in the 2007 floods recently was replaced with FEMA funds. A special feature there is a climbing boulder area that kids love.

Other parks with play equipment improved or added in the past few years include: Lake Sylvia, Lake Chelan, Pearrygin Lake, Sun Lakes-Dry Falls, Flaming Geyser, Sequim Bay, Conconully, Lake Wenatchee, Lincoln Rock, Potholes, Steamboat Rock, Fay Bainbridge, Nolte and Peace Arch state parks. 



Artist Maya Lin completes 'Story Circles' at Sacajawea State Park

The Story Circles are nearly ready to unfold their wisdom.

The latest installation by artist Maya Lin in the ongoing Confluence Project, the seven basalt circles are settled into their places at Sacajawea State Park on the bank of the Columbia River. The circles are now under protection to allow the grasses and native flora planted in and among them a chance to establish before the project is officially dedicated Aug. 27.

Lin stopped by to check on the project's progress in mid-April and talked with about 200 members of the public, parks staff, and members of native nations about the installations during a pre-dedication ceremony, said Rebecca Hughes, Sacajawea State Park interpretive specialist. 

The Confluence Project is a collaborative undertaking by Lin, tribal leaders and communities at seven Washington and Oregon sites along the Columbia. They stretch from Cape Disappointment State Park, where Lewis and Clark first sighted the Pacific Ocean, to Sacajawea State Park, at the confluence of the Columbia and Snake rivers. Each site is designed to tell – not just the tale of the Corps of Discovery's historic trek – but the ongoing story of the land and its people. 

Representing the base of tribal dwellings, each Story Circle emphasizes the concept of gathering people together. Some are raised, others set in ground near the river. They are etched with descriptions of trade items, natural history, Lewis and Clarks' exploration, traditional Yakama stories, and the pre-industrial natural environment. Some are in English and some in Sahaptin, a language of the region's native peoples. Lin's artwork at each of the seven sites blends landscape restoration, environmental improvements and permanent art.

To learn more about the Confluence Project visit www.confluenceproject.org, and to learn more about Sacajawea State Park, visit the park's web page. 



Return, remember, reconnect – Mount St. Helens 30 years later

On a mid-May Sunday in 1980, Mt. St. Helens erupted, darkening skies across the Northwest with ash and devastating the land and its people for miles around.

Today the mountain is an awe-inspiring symbol of hope and rebirth and a sought-after tourist destination known the world over. 

To commemorate the lasting effects of the eruption and celebrate 30 years of re-growth and regeneration, Washington State Parks and other agencies are collaborating to host a variety of programs throughout the summer and fall. Events highlight knowledge gained from the dynamic volcano, according to Park Ranger Brayden Mitchell.

Scheduled are children's programs, field seminars and lectures on geology, volcanology, flora, fauna and more. The Mount St. Helens Institute is offering guided hikes and climbs on the volcano as well as a host of other educational and recreational opportunities. Volunteer opportunities also are available at State Parks and other Mount St. Helens partner agencies.

Mitchell said those who have been to Mount St. Helens are invited to return, reconnect and witness the comeback this landscape has made. New visitors are encouraged to come discover why Mount St. Helens has captivated visitors from around the world.

To learn more about Seaquest State Park and Visitors Center at Silver Lake, or to reserve a campsite or yurt at the park, visit the park's web page. 


Links to Mount St. Helens partner agencies: 

Mount St. Helens Institute

Gifford Pinchot National Forest (United States Forest Service)

Cascades Volcano Observatory (United States Geological Survey)

Cowlitz County Tourism Bureau


Volunteers help weed at Fort Worden

Weeds are tough. State Parks volunteers are tougher.

Recently a dozen citizen volunteers turned out to help Fort Worden staff wrench more than two tons of Scotch broom and poison hemlock from the park's beach campground area. Two years ago, a similar work party removed three tons of weeds in two days from Fort Worden's Chinese Gardens.

Poison hemlock is, as its name suggests, is extremely toxic and can mirror more benign and edible species, making it a threat to park visitors. Scotch broom is an invasive yellow-flowered plant from Europe and the British Isles. It spreads like wildfire, sets deep roots that are hard to remove, and makes it hard for native plants and trees to grow.

For the past several years, State Parks has partnered with the 10,000 years Institute, the Youth Hostel and Jefferson County Weed Control Board. With volunteer help, the park has made great progress clearing out the masses of invading weeds and re-growing native plants.

To learn more about volunteer opportunities at Fort Worden and other state parks, visit the Volunteer Program web page. 



Volunteers collect 24 tons of garbage from Washington beaches

Neither icy rain nor whipping winds could deter the more than 1,000 stout volunteers who turned out for the Third-Annual Washington Coast Cleanup on April 17. 

Rangers and staff from Pacific Beach and other coastal state parks helped organize the massive and successful cleanup by group and individual volunteers. Donning warm clothes and the occasional trash bag for a raincoat, volunteers and parks staff braved the elements and bagged up more than 24 tons of garbage scattered along our public, private and Quinault Indian Nation shores from Long Beach to Neah Bay. 

Every year tons of garbage – most of it plastic – washes up on Washington's shores, says an Environmental Protection Agency website. It often has devastating effects on marine animals, which may ingest it or become caught in it. 

More beach cleanups are on the horizon, and more volunteers are needed. The Grassroots Garbage Gang, a Long Beach-based volunteer organization is planning cleanups for July and January. Operation Shore Patrol is planning a cleanup for Sept. 18.

To learn more about the Grassroots Garbage Gang, visit their website at www.ourbeach.org. Operation Shore Patrol can be found on the web at www.coastsavers.org. To learn more about volunteer opportunities at your state parks, visit the Volunteer Program web page. 



Columbia Plateau Trail begins fuel reduction program

Volunteers and State Parks and Stewardship staff this past spring thinned and pruned trees along the Columbia Plateau Trail reducing fire hazards and enhancing the natural beauty along a favorite Washington recreation trail.

The Columbia Plateau Trail runs 130 miles through Eastern Washington's plains and forests from Cheney to Pasco, tracing the 1908 route of the historic Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railway. 

The Veteran's Conservation Corps, a Spokane Community College volunteer group, turned out to help thin the ponderosa pines along the trail just outside the Turnbull National Wildlife Refuge. They focused on leaving healthy trees and clearing out the bulk of dead and dry material that might provide fuel for a wild fire, said John Tillison, Columbia Plateau State Park ranger. 

Trees close to the trail also were pruned, enhancing views and minimizing branches crossing the trail. Occasional patches of stems and dead standing trees were left to ensure a healthy habitat for birds, Tillison said.

The Columbia River Plateau Trail and State Parks offer countless recreational opportunities, including hiking, biking, horseback riding, history, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing and bird watching. For more information visit the park's web page.



Get State Parks updates on Twitter

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission is keeping park users in the know on Twitter. Twitter is a social networking site where members instantly send and receive140-character messages known as "tweets," which can be picked up on nearly any internet-connected device.

The Commission launched its' first Twitter account, WaStatePks_WNTR, in December to post winter recreation and Sno-Park notifications.

The success of this program spurred a second account, WaStatePks_NEWS, where the latest events and announcements from all of Washington's state parks are posted. Followers on this account get up-to-the-minute news they can use on parks events, programs, commission meetings, lectures, history and culture demonstrations, celebrations, seasonal wildlife activity, fun facts and more. 

Visit www.Twitter.com to start following all the latest parks news year round and stay up to date on all the exciting opportunities for fun, education, and recreation at your Washington state parks.
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