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PREFACE
The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission (Commission) manages a diverse
array of over 100 parks located throughout the state.

Centennial 2013 Plan

In 2003, the Commission adopted the Centennial 2013 Plan, creating a focus to energize and
bring together the agency, state leadership and the public, to celebrate the 100-year old park
system and prepare for a second century of service. The Centennial 2013 Plan was intended to
blend public and private funding, engage more partnerships and create greater public ownership
of the system. It also identified an important goal – that all parks have land use plans supported
by the public and the Commission. Completion of the Alta Lake and Bridgeport state park plans
takes the agency one step closer to achieving that goal.
These land-use plans follow a process that has been used by the Commission since 1996,
called CAMP, which stands for Classification and Management Plan. One of the most important
elements of the CAMP plans is the classification of lands. In 1995, the Commission adopted a
land classification system. Application of the system creates zones, or land classifications, within
a park. Six distinct classifications determine what recreational uses and types of developments
are appropriate in different areas of a park. In general, sensitive areas are classified restrictively
and allow only low-intensity uses and development of minor facilities. Less sensitive areas are
classified to allow higher-intensity uses and more extensive facilities development.
A CAMP brings together park users, nearby community members, stakeholders and State Parks
staff in a public process that forges a common vision of what the state park should become. This
plan is intended to balance resource protection with recreational opportunities in a park and is
guided by the agency’s 2021-31 Strategic Plan and Acquisition and Development Strategy.

Strategic Plan

The Commission is committed to strategic planning to keep State Parks on course in meeting its
vision and mission. The 2021-31 plan communicates the Commission priorities, sets strategic
direction and outlines specific priorities including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Customer experience;
Quality of life;
Diversity, equity and inclusion;
Resource protection;
Workforce development; and
Resource management.
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Acquisition and Development Strategy

The overarching goal of the strategy is for Washington’s state parks to be recognized as the
collection of places and experiences that are distinctly Washington. In other words, the places
you would take someone to show them what this state is all about. To achieve this goal, the park
system should include:
Places to be: Connecting people with Washington's iconic landscapes;
Stories to know: Engaging people in authentic Washington stories;
Things to do: Providing Washington's recreational mainstays;
Ways to grow: Inviting novices to experience Washington's outdoors; and
Something for everyone: Improving the quality of life for all Washingtonians.
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LAND CLASSIFICATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN
Alta Lake and Bridgeport State Parks
Introduction
Between May 2019 and March 2020, staff facilitated a public planning process for Alta Lake and
Bridgeport state parks consistent with the agency’s Classification and Management Planning
(CAMP) process.
The CAMP process brings together the public, park visitors, stakeholders, tribes and other
interested parties. It identifies a vision for the park over the next 20-plus years, considering
population growth, community input, recreation user needs and recreation trends. The process
uncovers critical public- and staff-identified issues to resolve and identifies strategies to stay
relevant and meet existing and future customers’ needs. These are addressed in the plan through
land classifications, long-term boundaries and park management plan.
This CAMP process was focused on a limited set of issues defined by the agency planning team
and brought forward by the public and other interested stakeholders. At Alta Lake this included
the issue of lake level management, among other issues, which State Parks has collaboratively
participated in for many years, along with the Friends of Alta Lake (FOAL) and the Alta Lake
Golf Course. A priority at Bridgeport State Park was identifying future use of the land previously
used for the Lake Woods Golf Course. A discussion of these issues begins on Page X. Other
management approaches for each park are described in Section X.
Alta Lake and Bridgeport state parks are located within the Central Lakes Management Area,
which includes Lake Chelan and Twenty-Five Mile Creek state parks.

Figure 1 Central Lakes Management Area
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Planning Process
State Parks prepares CAMP plans through multi-staged, public participation-based planning
processes that culminate with Commission consideration and adoption of land classifications and
long-term park boundaries. CAMP plans also include park management plans adopted by the
Director to allow periodic updates as conditions change.
For each planning project, the agency forms a planning team. The team includes park planners,
resource stewards, and park operations staff. As necessary, the planning team calls upon internal
experts in areas of interpretation, archaeology, business development and other areas.
In addition to several public meetings held over the course of the planning process, staff
experimented with alternative methods to reach the public and underrepresented populations
present in Okanogan County. The county has a relatively high Hispanic population compared
with Washington State as a whole (21.8% in Okanogan County; 11.5% for the state). In addition
to translating materials and promoting the process on the area’s Spanish radio station, the team
reached out to middle school and high school students at Pateros and Bridgeport schools.
Bilingual flyers were sent home with students and posted in Pateros city parks as well as local
government websites, and through the communication channels of other community
organizations such as the local chamber of commerce.
Over the course of the planning process, several public meetings were held at each of the CAMP
stages:
• Stage 1: Identify issues and concerns (May 2019)
• Stage 2: Exploring alternative approaches (Oct/Nov 2019)
• Stage 3: Preparing preliminary recommendations (January 2020)
• Stage 4: Preparing final recommendations (March 2020)
Stage 1 – Identify issues and concerns
The purpose of Stage 1 is to understand issues and concerns, which can be anything the public,
staff or other interested parties identifies as important to consider. Stage 1 kicks off a robust
public involvement process, which is carried through all CAMP stages, culminating in
Commission review of staff’s Final Recommendation in Stage 4.
To gain a more complete understanding of park-related issues staff initiated an extensive
outreach process to determine how best to engage all potential stakeholders, including Hispanic
community members, tribal members, youth, and other people often underrepresented in
government planning efforts. Staff contacted chamber of commerce representatives, local
government elected officials, school district staff, local businesses, and community organizations
such as the library, senior center, a local church and the Boys and Girls Club. Staff also met with
staff from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Fort Okanogan Visitor Center and Confederated
Tribes of the Colville Reservation to hear recommendations about how best to reach tribal
community members. Holding more informal gatherings (vs. “official” government meetings),
providing refreshments, reaching parents through school-age children, and liaising with
individuals trusted by others in the community were some of the suggested ideas.
Measures to enhance stakeholder engagement in Stage 1 ultimately included:
4

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Translating meeting flyers and news releases into Spanish
Ensuring distribution of news releases to local and statewide media including local Spanish
language radio
Distributing bilingual meeting flyers at Pateros Park kiosks
Distributing bilingual meeting flyers to parents of school-age children
Holding a meeting with Alta Lake property owners
Organizing student workshops of 8th -11th graders at Pateros and Bridgeport schools
Hosting booths at two community events
Providing materials and presenting CAMP information at Bridgeport and Pateros city
councils, Bridgeport planning commissions and Brewster chamber of commerce
Presenting materials at Omak district and Natural Resource Council meetings of the
Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation

Public Participation
Staff hosted two public meetings in Stage 1, in addition to a meeting with Alta Lake property
owners. The public meetings attracted limited participation even after extensive promotion. The
Alta Lake meeting, held at the Pateros Fire Station, was better attended than the Bridgeport
meeting. Nine people, including Commissioner Milner, were present at the meeting. A few of
those in attendance were property owners who were unable to attend the Alta Lake property
owner meeting held earlier in the week. The Bridgeport meeting had only three attendees,
including two Bridgeport planning commissioners who had been present at an earlier meeting.
Student participation was much higher, since the meetings were held during the school day and
endorsed by the school principals. At Pateros School, staff engaged 90 high school students (911th grades) and nearly 200 middles schoolers (6-8th grades) at Bridgeport Middle School. At
both meetings the students were organized into small groups. They selected a facilitator and
notetaker and presented their feedback to the larger group. State Parks’ booths at the community
events – Bridgeport DAZE and Cherries Jubilee – were well attended by community members.
Some CAMP comments were collected; however, engagement with Spanish speakers was
limited, despite having a bilingual staff person at the events.
Tables 1 and 2 summarize the outreach efforts undertaken in Stage 1. Public comments for the
entire planning process can be reviewed on the State Parks Planning web page at
http://bit.ly/AltaBridgeport
Table 1 Public Outreach Opportunities
Bridgeport Planning Commission

May 2, 2019

Brewster Chamber of Commerce

May 8, 2019

Pateros City Council

May 20, 2019

Pateros student assembly and small group work – grades 8-11

May 28, 2019
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Bridgeport student assembly and small group work – grades
6-8

May 29, 2019

Public Meeting – Bridgeport State Park
Bridgeport Elementary School

June 12, 2019

Alta Lake Property Owners Meeting
Pateros Fire Station Meeting Room

June 13, 2019

Public Meeting – Alta Lake State Park
Pateros Fire Station Meeting Room

June 13, 2019

Bridgeport DAZE
WA State Parks Booth – Identify CAMP issues

June 8, 2019

Cherries Jubilee
WA State Parks Booth – Identify CAMP Issues

June 15, 2019

Table 2 Additional Outreach Efforts
Announcement about process and upcoming meetings at Bridgeport City Council meeting
Bilingual public meeting flyer posted on Pateros City Website
Bilingual public meeting flyer posted in Pateros park kiosks
Bilingual public meeting flyer inserted into all Pateros city utility bills
Radio and newspaper promotion
KOZI radio – Spanish and English programs
Omak-Okanogan Sentinel
Quad City Herald
El Mundo
Email and postcard distribution
Bilingual public meeting flyer sent home to all Pateros and Bridgeport parents of school age
children (1,000 total)
Stage 2 – Exploring alternative approaches
At this stage, the planning team suggests potential alternative approaches to address the various
issues and concerns raised in Stage 1. No preferred alternative is established; rather this is an
opportunity to examine and understand the range of possibilities. Each alternative is typically
6

defined by a theme, expressed as a map with various features and proposed land use
classifications which support the theme. In most CAMP process, a blend of features is ultimately
chosen for the Preliminary and Final Recommendations.

Alta Lake Alternatives

The two themes considered in the Alternatives stage for Alta Lake included Alternative 1:
Diversify Recreation and Trails; and Alternative 2: Expand Water Recreation. In the first
alternative, the park would offer more diverse recreation opportunities in addition to motorized
boating and water-based recreation, including an expanded trail system and 4 season recreation.
The park’s long-term boundary would be expanded to include land on the east and west sides of
the lake (LTB 1 and LTB 3), as well as the south end of the lake. Lands on the east and west side
of the lake would be classified as Resource Recreation, allowing the development of trails
through this area and potentially connecting to a newly developed recreation area in the south
(LTB 5). See Figures 2 and 3.
Alternative 2 would continue and enhance the existing water-based recreation opportunities
including developing cabins; expanding the boat ramp and trailer parking; adding docks, picnic,
and cabana areas to the swim beach; and seeking out motorized boating concessions and events.
In this alternative, the park’s long term boundary would be expanded to the east similarly as in
Alternative 1 but this land would be classified as Natural with the intention of keeping it
undeveloped to preserve the viewshed from most of the camping and day use areas of the park. A
description of each land classification and number of acres is included in Table 3.
Input from the public during Stage 2 supported continued water-based recreation and the desire
for additional recreation opportunities at Alta Lake. The final recommendations support this with
the inclusion of new trails and a new site for expanding camping, day-use and other high
intensity recreation uses at the south end of the lake. The Final Recommendation supports this
with the land classification and long-term boundary recommendations adopted by the
Commission.
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Figure 2 Alta Lake Alternative 1
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Figure 3 Alta Lake Alternative 2
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Bridgeport Alternatives

For Bridgeport the two alternative themes included: Alternative 1: Expand Developed Recreation
Areas and Alternative 2: Low Intensity Recreation. The two concepts were similar in terms of
the land classifications proposed in the area of the park where most developed recreation exists
today – proposed as Recreation, and for park lands to the west and east, proposed as Resource
Recreation. Alternative 2 differs from Alternative 1 with less acreage in the Recreation
classification, providing some expansion of camping and day-use areas, facility upgrades and
improvements of existing facilities but not as highly developed for intense recreation use
compared to Alternative 1. Alternative 2 also included classifying areas in the northwestern part
of the park and the haystack rock formations as Natural, which would limit public access. An
interpretive trail developed just north and potentially to include the existing group camp was
proposed, taking advantage of the more diverse topography in this area, and with the idea of
relocating the existing group camp where it is less susceptible to flooding. No long-term
boundary changes were proposed in either alternative theme. See Figures 4 and 5.
With input from the public and discussions with staff the final recommendations included
classifying the park in Recreation and Resource Recreation as this would provide the most
flexibility for future development, including in the upland area to the north should that be of
interest for trail development in the future. The area identified as LC-1 allows for more intensive
recreational use, including an area currently undeveloped north of the park road and the golf
course property. This area is envisioned for a mix of overnight and day-use activities:
formalizing trails through the old golf course, taking advantage of river views and connecting
with other developed trails to the west (on Corps property). This area will also support
development of a special events/amphitheater-type facility that is envisioned for multipurpose
use – for interpretation, special events and other community programs. In addition the area will
support expanded RV and tent camping.
To collect input about the alternatives for both parks, staff hosted an open house at the Boys and
Girls Club in Brewster and posted an online video to solicit comments from visitors who live
outside the local area. The video prompted over 60 comments, which, in addition to the public
comments collected at the meeting, were used to develop the Preliminary Recommendation and
ultimately, the Final Recommendation, which is the focus of this plan.
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Figure 4 Bridgeport Alternative 1
11

Figure 5 Bridgeport Alternative 2
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Stage 3 – Preparing Preliminary Recommendation
Staff hosted a public meeting to collect feedback about the preliminary recommendation. Based
on limited public feedback, a final recommendation was prepared with no significant changes to
what was proposed in the preliminary recommendation.
Stage 4 – Preparing Final Recommendation
The final recommendation was prepared for the Commission to consider in March 2020.
However, with the COVID-19 pandemic and the ensuing disruption it caused, the Alta Lake and
Bridgeport CAMP Final Recommendation was not considered until November 2020. At that
time, it was approved as recommended by staff, confirming the direction established in the
Preliminary Recommendation and is the basis for this management plan.
Land Classification
A central part of CAMP involves zoning or classification of park lands. State Parks has
developed a system of six land classifications When assigned to a specific area within a park,
each classification sets an appropriate intensity for recreational activity and development of
facilities. Classifications align along a spectrum, ranging from high to low-intensity land uses.
For example, Recreation Areas allow for the most intensive uses on one end of the spectrum,
while Natural Area Preserves allow for the least intensive uses on the other. By classifying park
lands, the agency is able to consciously strike a balance between protecting park resources and
providing an appropriate variety of recreational opportunities for park visitors. Activities
indicated as “conditional” under the agency’s land classification system are activities which may
be permitted at specific sites only with the concurrence of the Commission. See Appendix 1.
Long-term Boundary
The purpose of delineating a long-term boundary is to take a big picture look at what lands,
independent of ownership, advance the conservation and recreation mission of Riverside. It also
considers whether agency-owned property should be retained or considered as surplus to park
needs. Including a property in a park’s long-term boundary does not in itself authorize fee
acquisition, less than fee acquisition (e.g., conservation easement), accepting donation, or
entering into a formal management agreement. Designating a property within a long-term
boundary is for planning purposes only and simply authorizes staff to begin consultation with
property owners. Any resulting real estate activities require separate approval by the
Commission or as delegated to the Director. Typically, the agency seeks to accomplish the
purpose of including a property in a long-term boundary in the least burdensome and most
advantageous manner. Often this is best achieved through highly selective agreements to satisfy
particular recreation or conservation goals (e.g., provide trail opportunities, retain view shed, or
maintain un-fragmented ecosystems).
Management Plan
The management plan describes the principal features of a park, sets park-wide management
objectives, and outlines specific approaches and prescriptions in response to issues identified
through the planning process. These plans document the planning process and serve as a resource
for decision-making around future development and use of the park. Park management plans are
adopted at the Director level to allow periodic revisions as circumstances change.
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Readers should note that the issues presented here and subsequent management approaches
summarized in the plan represent a significant staff workload and may also create high
expectations among agency staff, the public and other park stakeholders. This is a long-range
planning document; therefore, the management approaches should be seen as a “to do” list for
realizing the future vision for the park. Items will be prioritized as staff and financial resources
permit.

CAMP Issues

The issues identified in Stage 1, explored through alternative approaches in Stage 2 and refined
in Stages 3 and 4 form the basis of the management plan. The following are the key management
issues addressed during the planning process and which inform the land classifications and longterm boundary proposals included in the Final Recommendation. These are further outlined in
the Management Approaches for each park.
Alta Lake State Park Key Issues
• Lake level management
• Trails including existing cliff trail and day-use trail
• Potential for recreation expansion – trails, camping/cabins, bike/hike group camp
Bridgeport State Park Key Issues
• Re-use of the golf course property
• Expanded camping including group and RV camping
Each issue is discussed in the next section.
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ALTA LAKE ISSUES
Lake Level Management
Introduction
Alta Lake is a “pothole” lake – it has no inlet or outlet and instead is fed through groundwater,
though little is known about its source. Over the past 50 years lake levels have fluctuated,
sometimes predictably due to drought or a high runoff year. It is expected that changing climate
has and will continue to influence water levels in the lake; however, no analysis has been done to
determine the specific effects of these changes or to understand the lake’s hydrogeology.
The Friends of Alta Lake Foundation (FOAL), State Parks and the Alta Lake Golf Course have
collaborated for many years to manage lake levels by pumping water from the Columbia River
into Alta Lake. Past agreements included sharing of operations and maintenance costs, lake level
thresholds for determining when to pump, and when and how much water is to be used for
irrigating the Alta Lake Golf Course.
Pumping water into Alta Lake stems from a legislative appropriation to construct a pump station
and pipeline in order to address local concerns about low lake levels and associated impacts to
recreation and fish. The project required an easement for a water pipeline from the Methow
River to Alta Lake; a permit granted by Douglas County Public Utility District (PUD) for a
pump house and pumping system on PUD land; and a water rights certificate from the
Department of Ecology to pump water from the Columbia River to Alta Lake. The Friends group
has consistently supported the facility with voluntary donations from local property owners. The
owner of the Alta Lake Golf Course has maintained the facilities in conjunction with State, has
contributed funds for the facility and possesses a water right certificate from the Department of
Ecology to irrigate a golf course.
The current three-year agreement (Appendix 2), signed in 2019, does not include cost sharing as
no pumping has occurred since 2016. State Parks has been interested in continuing the
collaborative relationship it has shared with neighbors around the lake and is not opposed to
pumping. However, the current agreement expresses State Parks’ interest in exploring options for
transferring the responsibility for lake level pumping to other parties. More information about the
history of lake level management including a chronology of events is included in Appendix 3.
Public Comments
Several public comments about lake levels were collected throughout the process, including
those from lake property owners. A sampling of comments includes:
• Lake levels are a priority
• Need pumping system to keep lake level the same all the time
• The pumping system could be made to work in either direction and keep the lake at a normal
height (1175 ft). This would ensure more campers over time, as they know what to expect
each year. As private homeowners we would be more than willing to work towards this goal.
• Highest priority of the State is to maintain a reasonable lake level
15

•
•
•

Rising water levels have limited access in the past
A study to investigate the water level of the lake would be a good use of funds as much of the
beach area previously open to the public is now gone because of the rise in water level over
the last couple of years √√√
About 3-4 years ago the water level increased significantly eliminating the sandy beach that
once existing just northeast of the swim area. This reduced the number of boaters at the lake
as it eliminated a place to beach your boat and a place to relax on a sand beach away from the
swim area. I would like to see the lake level lowered to bring back this sandy beach area to
some extent. Or as an alternate the area just south of the swim area could be improved

State Parks works collaboratively with neighbors and friends groups to operate and manage state
parks properties with minimal impacts to adjacent properties, and we highly value our partner
relationships and rely on volunteers to extend our limited resources in stewarding park resources
for the benefit of Washington residents and visitors. Many neighbors agree we have been a good
neighbor at Alta Lake and cooperated with the friends and golf course towards mutually
beneficial results.
However, the arrangement at Alta Lake is not typical and, had there not been legislative action
directing the agency to participate, State Parks would likely have not entered any agreement to
manage lake levels here. While the lake is most desirable for water-based recreation when at
“normal” levels, the agency’s approach today would be to maintain the natural processes instead
of artificially manipulating water levels. In the future, with changing climate, it’s entirely
possible that normal lake levels will be even lower, resulting in potential impacts to park
facilities – similar to times in the past when Alta Lake’s water level unexpectedly rose and State
Parks and other properties were impacted by flooding. Incidences such as these might have been
avoided if more were known about the lake’s hydrological processes. To date, there has been no
study or scientific evaluation. As a result, decisions about pumping water in the lake are made
with limited knowledge about how the lake will behave and what impact this will have on water
levels. State Parks is not opposed to having water pumped into the lake and is supportive of
facilitating an arrangement by which local property owners can manage this, whether it means
transferring easements and/or assets or continuing to manage these in support of a new
arrangement between the friends and the golf course.
Recommendation: Explore options and work with affected parties to find a workable
solution and, if possible, divest the agency from management of the lake levels at Alta
Lake.

CLIFF TRAIL AND DAY-USE TRAIL IMPROVEMENTS
CLIFF TRAIL
Introduction
In addition to the service road that runs along the western edge of the park, which is also used as
a trail, Alta Lake has two other trails accessible to the public. This includes the cliff trail and the
day-use trail. Addressing future plans for these facilities was another issue in the CAMP process.
16

Comments from the public support a high level of interest in retaining and expanding trails at
Alta Lake. This is not surprising considering that walking/hiking is the top ranked recreation
activity of Washington residents, and of residents within the North Cascades region, according to
the 2017 State Assessment of Outdoor Recreation. In addition to recommending that existing
trails be improved, the planning team looked at ways to expand the trail system around Alta
Lake. The planning team reached out to the adjacent property owners including the U.S. Forest
Service (USFS), who owns land west and east of the state parks property. USFS expressed
support for future partnerships in trail development provided funds for construction and
maintenance are identified. These future trail connections will be pursued consistent with
management and funding priorities and are shown on the land classification map with blue
arrows in Figure 6.
Background
The existing cliff trail tees off from the existing service road and quickly becomes a steep series
of switchbacks leading up to the top of the ridge. The viewpoint provides stunning views of
wildlife area lands to the north; of orchards, homes and range lands along both sides of the
Columbia River and to the confluence of the Methow and Columbia rivers to the east; and of the
varied ridges and rises to Goat Mountain on the west. Limited to foot traffic, the trail is currently
passable but in need of rehabilitation. Washout sections and unstable surfaces in many places are
potential safety hazards. Retention and improvement of the trail is recommended below, as is
extending the trail to the top of Goat Mountain, in cooperation with the U.S. Forest Service
Public Comments
Staff heard a range of comments about trail development in Stage 2 and 3 including the desire
for additional trails, trails of different lengths and varied levels of difficulty.
• Like trail development √√√√
• Expanding hiking/biking trails
• Either maintain the trail up the mountain from the group campsite or close it – liability
• Difficult and expensive to build trails and keep slides and access controlled
• Disappointed by the lack of trails currently
• Trail around the lake appealing for seeing the terrain
• Disappointed with lack of access to most of the lake
• Walking/biking trails around the lake would be great but opposed to having them open to
motorized vehicles
• Prefer a more nature-based experience when we go camping and the idea of hiking from
a campsite around the lake would be amazing
• Support new or refreshed trail from camping area to swim area; question the trails
suggested on Alternative #1 – primarily due to presence and number of rattle snakes, both
inside and outside park boundaries
• Most interested in having more or longer trails for walking and hiking; like the idea of a
loop trail around Alta lake, and it would be cool if it had a safe viewing area or platform
at the top since people will make their own trails to look over the edge at the lake anyway
• Love the idea of an around the lake trail at Alta and the extension of the mountain trail.
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•

•
•
•

Trail development to east area in Alternative 1 would be great. This past summer the
Boys & Girls Club did 4 field trips. One was to Alta Lake Cliff trail; another was to water
park. By far, the Alta Lake hike was the best – all parents, staff and kid participants
agreed – they did an interpretive thing too
Improve trail from boat launch to picnic area
Maybe an easy hike for kids
Wide trails for bikes
Recommendation: Improve the cliff trail with sustainable design and materials. Work
with the U.S. Forest Service to identify a route extending the trail to the top of Goat
Mountain. Coordinate with WTA and other trails organizations to activate trail
maintenance and stewardship volunteers. Develop and install interpretive signage to
inform and educate visitors about Alta Lake’s natural environment.

DAY-USE TRAIL

Background
The day-use trail runs from the boat launch to the day-use area. It has been repeatedly damaged
by high water events and in need of improvement. Located in the center of the park, it is used
extensively by day-use and overnight visitors, making it an ideal for interpretive signage. The
park’s setting – in the transition zone from ponderosa pine forest to arid shrub-steppe landscape
– offers some rich content for interpretive signage. In addition, the potential enhancement of the
existing Natural Areas (LC 10 and LTB 7) are also prime opportunities for adding to the
interpretive program at the park, and could include development of viewing platforms or benches
for observing birds and other wildlife. To prevent future damage from high water, the trail
should be redeveloped with sustainable design and materials.
Recommendation: Improve the day-use trail with sustainable design and materials to
withstand high-water events and high visitor use. Develop and install interpretive
signage to inform and educate visitors about Alta Lake’s natural environment.

Other Trails

With widespread support for expanding trails, this plan includes opportunities for adding new
trails at Alta Lake in the future. The extension to Goat Mountain was discussed above in relation
to the cliff trail. Following an alignment used by the Whistling Pines trail riders, another
opportunity is to develop a trail along the east side of the park. This trail could connect to the
existing day-use trail, completing a trail three-fourths of the way around the lake. A new
developed recreation area at the south end of the lake, with parking, trailhead, restroom, water
access and other amenities (LTB X and X), would provide a convenient stopping or starting
point for trail users, as well as those who wish to enjoy other recreation. Using the county road to
travel along the southwest side of the lake, ambitious hikers could get all the way around the lake
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Recommendation: Work with private property owners and the U.S. Forest Service to
develop an east side trail.

Cabins and Hiker/Biker Group Camp

Within the existing park boundaries, there are limited opportunities to expand overnight
accommodations. However, a handful of cabins are possible near the entrance to the park (see
LC 7) and not too far from the entry kiosk, a new hiker/biker group camp could be developed.
Recommendation: Identify locations for cabins and hiker/biker group camp. Work
with business development to confirm appropriate cabin design. Develop hiker/biker
group camp with existing staff. Prioritize cabin development funding in future capital
budget planning.

South End Recreation Area

Property at the south end of the lake is identified in the Long-Term Boundary (LTB 5 and LTB
8). This property currently operates as a private recreation resort, offering camping, cabins, trail
riding and guide services. The land classification map identifies LTB 5 and LTB 8 for future
high and lower intensity recreation. This area would expand the recreational offerings at Alta
Lake including water access, trail development and additional camping.
Recommendation: Continue dialogue with Whistling Pines Resort property owner
about future potential agreements for easements and/or acquisition of property for
development as identified in LTB 5 and LTB 8.
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LAND CLASSIFICATIONS AND LONG-TERM BOUNDARY
RECOMMENDATIONS
Alta Lake property is classified as a combination of the land classifications below and as
graphically illustrated in Figure 2 and described in Table 3.
Recreation applies to:
• Areas noted as LC 2, LC 3, LC 6 and LC 7. This includes the existing developed camping
and day-use areas and will allow for continued high-intensity use and potential expansion
of overnight accommodations where possible. This land classification includes the
restrooms, swim area, office and shop buildings near the park entrance, park residences
and boat ramp.
• Areas noted as LTB 2, LTB 6 and LTB 8. LTB 2 and LTB 6 will allow for limited
expansion of camping in existing camp loops 1 and 3. LTB 8 will allow for future
development of additional high intensity recreation in the area currently managed as a
private recreation resort, including guided tours, trail rides, camping, and boating.
Resource Recreation applies to:
• Areas noted as LC 1, LC 5 and LC 9. LC 1 includes the existing developed residential
properties along Otto Lane and will allow for trail development to the southeast. LC 5
protects habitat for the western gray squirrel and golden eagle and will limit development
or expansion of high intensity recreation facilities which could be negatively impacted by
high water events. This land classification will support the renovation of the existing dayuse trail into a sustainable interpretive facility within reach of most park visitors. Most of
LC 9 includes the steep west slope of the park, retaining the existing cliff trail which will
be improved in the future.
• Areas noted as LTB 1, LTB 3 and LTB 5. LTB 1 and 3 will protect the existing viewshed
and wildlife corridor. LTB 5 will support trail development in this area of the park,
including a trail connection from the eastern area of the park.
Natural applies to:
• Areas noted as LC 4 and LC 8, which will protect both wetland areas in conjunction with
the land classifications below.
• Areas noted as LTB 4 and LTB 7, which include the rest of each of the two wetland areas
located outside the current park boundary, and adjacent to LC 4 and LC 8 respectively.
Conditional activities in Recreation Areas: Recreation concession areas
Conditional activities in Resource Recreation Areas: None
Conditional activities in Natural Areas: None
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Figure 6 Alta Lake Land Classification and Long-Term Boundary Final Recommendation
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Table 3 Alta Lake Land Classifications

Alta Lake Land Classifications Description
Reference

Proposed
Land
Classification

Acres

Description

LC 1

Resource
Recreation

27.65

This area includes developed residential properties
along Otto Lane and is adjacent to the long-term
boundary expansion proposed on the east side of the
park (LTB 1). The purpose of the resource recreation
land classification is to preserve the viewshed and
allow future development of a multipurpose trail
which could begin in this area or in LTB 1.

LC 2

Recreation

2.58

This area includes existing developed structures,
which provide permanent and temporary housing for
parks staff.

LC 3

Recreation

14.50

This area includes existing park facilities including
the park office, shop and storage areas

LC 4

Natural

2.53

This area is classified as Natural to protect the
existing wetland area. The Natural land
classification will allow limited public access,
including interpretive trails.

LC 5

Resource
Recreation

3.46

The Resource Recreation land classification includes
the wildlife corridor through the middle of the park
and is designed to protect habitat and viewshed
values.

LC 6

Recreation

62.92

The Recreation land classification in this area
recognizes existing developed areas of the park,
which includes the camping, day-use and other high
intensity recreation facilities. These uses will
continue, and, where possible, be expanded to
include additional camping, development of a
hiking/biking group camp and potential cabin
development along the toe of the cliff and/or close to
the shoreline.

LC 7

Recreation

14.58

Similar to LC 6, this land classification covers the
existing developed areas of the park and will
support expansion of these facilities where
conditions and funding warrant and sensitive to the
wetland values adjacent in LTB 4.

LC 8

Natural

10.18

This area is classified as Natural to protect the
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existing wetland, which is also addressed in LTB 4.
The Natural land classification will allow limited
public access, including interpretive trails.
LC 9

Resource
Recreation

36.04

The Resource Recreation land classification in this
area is consistent with the existing cliff trail, which
will be improved for safety and sustainability. Other
facility development is not expected based on the
steep talus cliffs and the habitat values for golden
eagle and other natural processes.

Long-Term Boundary
LTB 1

Resource
Recreation
included in
the long-term
boundary

81.30

Classified as Resource Recreation for viewshed and
wildlife corridor protection, and multipurpose trail
development. Ultimately, a trail could be developed
that would connect to the existing west side trails,
continue along the eastern ridge, and, potentially,
south to the area proposed in LTB 5.

LTB 2

Recreation
included in
the long-term
boundary

2.69

This area is proposed as Recreation, which would
allow for expanded camping or other facility
development, where topography permits.

LTB 3

Resource
Recreation in
LTB

85.17

This area would protect the viewshed from future
development and natural habitat for the golden eagle
and Western gray squirrel.

LTB 4

Natural in
LTB

15.42

This area would extend the long-term boundary
north and west to encompass the entire wetland and
its immediate environments. The Natural land
classification will allow limited public access,
including interpretive trails.

LTB 5

Resource
Recreation in
LTB

86.01

This area is proposed for lower intensity
development, south of LTB 8, which could include
nonmotorized water access, parking and trail
development, including a connection to a future east
side trail.

LTB 6

Recreation in
LTB

5.54

Similar to LTB 2, this area will allow for expanded
camping or other facility development, where
topography permits.

LTB 7

Natural in
LTB

1.44

This will include the existing wetland area located
outside the current park boundary, and adjacent to
LC4, which is also classified as Natural. The
Natural land classification will allow limited public
access, including interpretive trails.
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LTB 8

Recreation in
LTB

32.19

This would extend the long-term boundary to the
south and be classified as Recreation to support high
intensity recreation uses including camping, comfort
stations, picnic and day-use areas. The future
boundary of this area will be determined based on a
closer look at existing recreation infrastructure in
the area and appropriate sizing to support camping
and other facilities.
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ALTA LAKE STATE PARK MANAGEMENT APPROACHES
Natural Resources
Issue

Management Approaches

Forest Health

• Continue to coordinate with agency forestry specialists to develop and
implement re-planting program of resilient species to recover damage
from 2014 Carlton Complex fire

Natural plant and
animal
communities
protection

• Rehabilitate existing day-use and cliff trail to prevent damage to natural
resources
• Work with the stewardship program to identify practices to protect and
enhance the two wetlands (within LC 8 and LC 4), and LTB 4 and LTB
7, should they be included in the future long-term boundary.
• Prevent future development from encroaching upon the Resource
Recreation area (LC 5) to protect the wildlife corridor and facility
damage from high water events
• Protect private and public property with fire-smart development and
maintenance practices

Invasive species

• Remove invasive species, consistent with stewardship restoration plans,
especially in the Natural areas

Viewshed and
wildlife corridor
protection

• When and if possible, include LTB 1 and LTB 3 within the park’s longterm boundary to protect the viewshed and wildlife corridor with low or
moderate intensity development (e.g. trails and trail facilities)

Recreation
Issue

Management Approaches

Camping

• Assess options for developing cabins; most likely this will be in within
LC 7 (just to right of park entrance)
• Develop new hiker/biker group camp
• Enforce “no boat trailer parking” in campsites
• Expand camping and other high intensity recreation in LTB 8 should this
area be included in the future long-term boundary

Trails

• Rehabilitate the existing cliff trail and day-use trail with sustainable
design and materials
• Coordinate/contract with Washington Trails Association and U.S. Forest
Service to improve cliff trail, initiate volunteer program and extend trail
to the top of Goat Mountain
• Designate the cliff trail and day-use trail as hiking/walking opportunities
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in park promotional materials
• Upgrade the existing service road (loop trail) for ADA access, leashed
pets and pedestrians
• Limit all trails to non-motorized use
• Coordinate with U.S. Forest Service to develop a trail around the east
side of the lake and pursue agreement with private property owner to
locate trail turnaround at south end of the lake
Boating

• Post boating safety signage for boaters and swimmers including boating
rules (e.g. speed limit and boating direction)
• Consider development of boating access for non-motorized boats in LTB
8, should the area become part of the future long-term boundary
• Improve boat launch, parking and signage as needed to provide access
for motorized and nonmotorized boats
• Monitor and remove trees and other aquatic hazards
• Assess lakeshore erosion impacts from wake boats and work with
Okanogan County to consider ways to limit impacts

Other high
intensity
recreation

• When and if possible, consider development of additional day-use,
camping, and trails within LTB 8

Interpretation and Education
Issue

Management Approaches

Pedestrian and
vehicle safety

• Post public safety signage for pedestrian crossings along county road
• Post signage about park boundaries to the west and identify no
turnaround past a certain point to minimize impacts to private
property owners

Interpretive Program

• Develop interpretive signage for rehabilitated day-use and cliff trails
• Assess potential for education and interpretive facilities (e.g. viewing
platform and interpretive signage) in LC 8 and 4 and LTB 4 and 7,
should they become part of the long term boundary in the future

Environmental
Education

• Continue to coordinate with Pateros school to support annual 6th
grade Environmental Education program
• Coordinate with Boys & Girls Club to expand use of the park for
Environmental Education

Facilities
Issue

Management Approaches

Shade structures

• Investigate options to provide shade especially in day use and
camping areas impacted by 2014 Carlton Complex fire
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Playground

• Update facilities and provide more activities for a range of ages

Comfort stations and
other facilities

• Update and refresh facilities with new paint, facades and other design
features

Concessions

• Recruit new food concession and provide more reliable hours
• Continue paddleboard and kayak concession
• Consider development of recreational games and equipment checkout program

Pump and pipeline
for lake level
management

• Explore options for alternative lake level management and work with
FOAL and Alta Lake Golf Course to find an equitable solution. If
possible, divest the agency from management of the lake levels at
Alta Lake by transitioning lake level management responsibilities to
other parties.

Cultural Resources
Issue

Management Approaches

Cultural resource
protection

• When new projects are proposed, conduct cultural and archaeology
surveys to identify presence and ascertain significance of historic
properties and/or archaeological sites
• Develop cultural resource treatment options if indicated
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION
OKANOGAN COUNTY DATA

The following information is for Okanogan County and provides context for both Alta Lake and
state parks including demographics, economics and recreation participation rates.

Okanogan County Demographics
Okanogan County’s median HH income is $42,598, compared to $67,106 for Washington State
as a whole. Persons below the poverty line represent a higher percentage than the state, with 21.8
percent of the population in Okanogan County being below the poverty line compared with 11.5
percent for Washington State. Okanogan County is home to a higher percentage of Hispanics,
19.1 percent of the population, compared with 12.4 percent for Washington.
Area

Population

Okanogan
County

41,299

Median
Age
43

Alta Lake Area
Census Tract
9710

4,193

46.5

Bridgeport
Area
Census Tract
9402

3,114

32.8

State of
Washington1

7.9 M

37.7

Race & Ethnicity (%)
White
Hispanic
Native
White
Hispanic

66.3
19.1
9.4
87
11

White
Native
Hispanic

34
42
15

Median HH
income
$42,598

Persons below
poverty line (%)
Total
21.8

$40,589

Total

22.0

$35,411

Total

28.2

White: 69.3
$67,106
Hispanic: 12.4
African American 3.7
Asian 8.11
American Indian,
Alaskan native: 1.08
1
U.S. Census Bureau (2017). American Community Survey 5-year estimates.
2
Data USA: Washington, American Community Survey 5-year estimates.

Total: 11.5

Air Quality
As a result of the Washington Clean Air Act (RCW 70.94), Okanogan County is regulated by the
Washington State Department of Ecology, Central Regional Office. Alta Lake and Bridgeport
state parks are currently in attainment of air quality standards. The Clean Air Act requires EPA
to set National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for six common air pollutants. These
pollutants are monitored to alert the public when levels become unhealthy. The pollutants are:
•

Carbon monoxide (CO).
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•
•
•
•
•

Lead (Pb).
Nitrogen dioxide (NO2).
Ozone (O3).
Particle (or particulate matter) (PM)
Sulfur dioxide (SO2)

Economy
Much of the description about the local economy in Okanogan County’s 2012 Recreation Plan
holds true today: “The local economy has in the past been heavily dependent on resource
industries. Tree fruit production, cattle ranching, alfalfa production, logging and wood products
manufacturing have historically played a critical role in the area's economic well being.
However, changes in resource industries over the past few years have resulted in an increasing
dependence on recreational tourism and retail sales to keep the economy growing. Furthermore,
declines in timber harvests, reduction of acreage devoted to agriculture and uncertain markets for
cattle have resulted in a growing interest in diversification of the economic base.”
The county’s original sawmill was built in 1920 and thrived until the mid 2000s. Despite changes
in ownership and renewed efforts by the Colville Tribe to make a go of it, the mill went out of
business and layoffs were completed on February 15, 2017, a sad ending for Okanogan County’s
largest manufacturing firm. Since then, the local manufacturing job market has still not
rebounded. Okanogan County’s manufacturing industry, according to Current Employment
Statistics (CES) estimates, has posted year-over-year job losses for the past 20 months (March
2018 through October 2018). Statewide, manufacturing employment has increased for the past
six consecutive months (May through October 2018).
Employment Security Department, Labor Area Summaries 2019

Statewide Assessment of Outdoor Recreation (SCORP)
Washington State Recreation and Conservation Office takes a look at statewide recreation trends
every 5 years. Completed most recently in 2017, the State of Washington 2017 Assessment of
Outdoor Recreation Demand Report summarizes the findings of residents’ interests and
participation in outdoor recreation. A sample of results is listed below:
Participation Rates
The top-10 outdoor recreation activities in Washington include walking in a park or trail setting
(84%), visiting rivers or streams (66%), visiting a beach or tide pools (60%), attending an
outdoor concert or event (58%), gathering or collecting things in a nature setting (54%), dayhiking (53%), sightseeing at a scenic or wilderness area (51%), wildlife or nature viewing (50%),
swimming/wading at a freshwater beach (50%), and driving or motorcycling for pleasure (46%).
User Days
The term “user days” is an average of the number of times respondents participated in an activity
over the past 12 months. For example, walking with a pet, which is located in the Walking
category, saw the highest average of 75 user days. The use of technology-based games was the
second highest with an average of 55 user days per year. Activities from the bicycling category
came in third (bicycling for transportation purposes) with 44 user days, fifth (bicycling on roads
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or streets) with 29 user days, and tenth (mountain biking on paved or gravel trail) with 21 user
days. Nature activities included outdoor photography, painting, or drawing with 28 user days and
wildlife or nature viewing at eighth with 28 user days. Other activities included running on
roads or streets without sidewalks (36 user days), stock or horseback riding in open air stables or
grounds (29 user days),and visiting a dog park (22 user days).
Locations of Participation
Residents were asked to check all of the locations where they participated in a particular outdoor
recreation category. On average, for all categories, the most frequently used land was state parks
(39%), local facilities (30%), and privately owned/operated facilities (28%). Other facilities
were not too far behind these three and included Department of Natural Resources (26%), state
wildlife area (24%), yard or neighborhood (23%) and federal facilities (20%). Data is presented
for each outdoor recreation category.
Satisfaction with Public Facilities and Outdoor Recreation Opportunities
For each outdoor recreation category, residents were asked about their level of satisfaction with
the facilities and opportunities available to them. Overall, 74% of the residents are satisfied or
highly satisfied on average with all outdoor recreation categories. Only four percent of residents
were neither satisfied or dissatisfied with outdoor recreation facilities and opportunities. When
asked about problems related to facilities that serve outdoor recreation, 53% of residents
responded there are none. Similarly, when asked about problems related to accessing outdoor
recreation opportunities, 59% of residents indicated this is not an issue either.
Regional Results
The state was divided into ten regions to evaluate differences between regions. Okanogan
County was included in the North Cascades region, grouped with Chelan, Kittitas, Snohomish,
Skagit and Whatcom counties. A total of 705 people responded.
Top 10 Activities for the North Cascades Region
The top 10 activities for the North Cascades Region are similar to statewide results including
Walking in a park or trail setting, Visiting Rivers or Streams and Visiting a Beach or Tide Pool
as the top three activities.
North Cascades Region

Walking in a park or trail setting
Visiting rivers or streams
Visiting a beach or tide pools
Attending an outdoor concert or event
Day-hiking
Swimming, wading at a beach- freshwater
Gather or collect things in a nature setting
Sightseeing at scenic or wilderness area
Playing – leisure activities at a park
Wildlife or nature viewing

State

Walking in a park or trail setting
Visiting rivers or streams
Visiting a beach or tide pools
Attending an outdoor concert or event
Gather or collect things in a nature setting
Day-hiking
Sightseeing at scenic or wilderness area
Wildlife or nature viewing
Swimming/wading at a freshwater beach
Driving or motorcycling for pleasure
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Legislative Districts
Alta Lake and Bridgeport state parks are both located within Legislative District 12, a rural
district in north central Washington that contains all Chelan and Douglas and parts of Okanogan
and Grant counties.
12th Legislative District (2019)
Representative Keith Goehner

Representative Mike Steele

Local Jurisdictions
Alta Lake and Bridgeport state parks are both located within Okanogan County and are within
close proximity to the local governments of Pateros, Brewster and Bridgeport. Alta Lake is
located within Commission District 2 and Bridgeport State Park is located within Okanogan
County Commission District 1.
Okanogan County Board of County Commissioners - 2019
Commissioner, District 1
Commission, District 2
The Honorable Chris Branch
The Honorable Jim Detro
Commissioner, District 3
The Honorable Andy Hover
City of Pateros - 2019
Mayor
Carlene Anders

Council Member
Holly Bange

Council Member
Christine Perry

Council Member
Megan Sherrard

City of Brewster- 2019
Council Member
Jan May

Council Member
Avis Erickson

Council Member
George Brady

Council Member
Mike Harding

Council Member
Emmanuel Hurtado

Council Member
John Housden

Council Member
Anthony Jenkins

Council Member
Phil Lee

Council Member
Tim Rieb
City of Bridgeport - 2019
Council Member
Council Member
Matthew Schuh
Jacqueline Hentges
Council Member
Sergio Orozco
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ALTA LAKE STATE PARK DESCRIPTION

Alta Lake offers fishing, boating, and other water-related recreation in a relatively quiet and
serene setting. It is busiest during the warm summer months and attracts many water recreation
enthusiasts, who are joined by private users around the lake, many whom have their own docks
and access. Private properties front the southwest and eastern sides of the lake, owned by
seasonal and permanent residents. The Alta Lake Golf Course includes an 18-hole course and
30-room hotel, along with many private residences. At the south end of the lake is Whistling
Pines Resort, a private recreation facility offering camping, cabins, trail rides and guide services.
The park is still recovering from the 2014 Carlton Complex Fire, which fire burned 256,108
acres and damaged structures and vegetation, including a significant portion of the shade canopy
in the Alta Lake camping areas. Alta Lake is one of the agency’s few properties where State
Parks manages lake levels in collaboration with the Friends of Alta Lake (FOAL) and the Alta
Lake Golf Course. This stems from a 1973 legislative appropriation, which directed construction
of a pump station and pipeline from the Methow River to Alta Lake. The project was initiated in
response to concerns about low water levels in the lake and associated impacts to recreation and
aesthetics. An agreement between State Parks, Friends of Alta Lake (FOAL) and the Alta Lake
Golf Course spells out shared responsibility for pumping water to maintain lake levels, using
water for golf course irrigation, and sharing costs for maintenance and operation of the system.

Jurisdiction

Alta Lake State Park is located in North Central Washington, in unincorporated Okanogan
County.

Location

As shown in Figure 1, Alta Lake is located 4 miles southwest of Pateros off Highway 153 in
T29N, R23E S10.
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Figure 7 Alta Lake and Bridgeport Vicinity Map

Park Name
The history of Alta Lake starts around the time of early Pateros, somewhere around 1885,
according to the city of Pateros website. In 1899-1900, Spanish-American War veteran Charles
Ed Nosler came to Pateros with his family and single sister, Ella Nosler. Charles, an attorney and
notary public, had an interest in mining. Not a lot was known about Ella but she proceeded to
acquire most of the land within the downtown area including the Historic Ives Landing Hotel.
She platted the town and dedicated the streets and alleys to the public. Charles represented his
sister in most of her legal matters. According to the city’s website, the lake was named in honor
of Mrs. Nosler’s sister, Alta Hines. However, there is conflicting information that leaves
uncertainty as to how the lake was named. A 2004 State Parks report notes the lake was named
for a Wilbur, Washington jeweler, who mined in the area, and who named the lake after his
daughter Alta Heinz. More recently, research by Washington State Parks Archaeologist Charles
Luttrell found reference to naming the lake for the Spanish word “alta”, which means “high”. In
any event, the lake was a popular place for recreation, being located just out of town from
Pateros center. Many Sunday school and school picnics, as well as winter skating parties with
roaring bonfires were held there.

Current Staffing
The Central Lakes Management Area includes Chelan, 25-Mile and Bridgeport state parks, in
addition to Alta Lake State Park. The area is staffed by the area manager, who is a Park Ranger
4, one Office Assistant 3, two Park Ranger 3s, two Park Ranger 2s, two seasonal Park Ranger 1s,
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one Construction & Maintenance (C&M) Supervisor, one C&M Project Specialist, one
Maintenance Mechanic 1, five seasonal Senior Park Aides, and 15 seasonal Park Aides.

Figure 8 Alta Lake about the time it became a State Park - 1950.

Acquisition History
The Alta Lake property was deeded to the City of Pateros in 1942. Information on the Pateros
city website notes that the land was donated at the suggestion of a private citizen, who, by
assisting a US Forest Service employee who was stuck in the sand at Alta Lake, had been offered
a homestead claim at the lake as a thank you for his help. The citizen, L. Therrault, declined the
offer and instead suggested the property be donated to the city of Pateros. In 1952 it was deeded
to Washington State Parks, apparently because of a city auditor’s claim that it was illegal for the
city to own property not contiguous with city boundaries.
The current park ownership was purchased in three parcels between 1951 and 1960. In 1971,
State Parks purchased an additional 2.71 acres and easement for construction of a underground
waterline from the Methow River to Alta Lake, and in 1991, State Parks purchased an additional
47 acres including a water right from the Alta Lake Golf Course water system.

Land and Shoreline
Alta Lake State Park covers 181 acres and has 3,996 feet of freshwater shoreline. The lake is
located within a bowl, surrounded on several sides by glacially carved steep slopes. A county
road bisects the park property and provides access for park visitors and private residents who live
in the Alta Lake golf course subdivisions, Otto Road subdivisions and the private residential
areas located on the southwest side of the lake.
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Water
Alta Lake State Park is located within WRIA 7 (Methow). Four unnamed continuous single
streams, and one unnamed continuous fish bearing stream exist in the area. Alta Lake is a
shoreline of the state. There are two small wetland areas, one on the north and one on the east
side of the lake, along Otto Drive.

Plants
The following plants are found in Alta Lake and Bridgeport State Park:
• Deciduous trees including alder, Norwood maple, aspen
•

Evergreen trees including Douglas-fir, cedar, ponderosa pine

•

Shrubs including Lewis’ mock-orange, Wood’s rose, parsnipflower buckwheat,
serviceberry, smooth sumac, wax currant, chokecherry, black hawthorn, western white
clematis, whiteleaf spiraea, kinnickinnick, Wyeth biscuitroot;

•

Grass including bluebunch wheatgrass, pinegrass, thread grass, western needlegrass,
saltgrass, needle-and-thread grass

•

Crop or grain: former agricultural field

•

Water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other

Other types of vegetation: cottonwood, bitterbrush, oceanspray, scouring rush horsetail,
baltic rush, hardstem bulrush, arrowleaf balsamroot, common yarrow, littleleaf pussytoes,
round leaf alumroot, Rocky Mountain woodsia, smooth horsetail, basin wildrye,
sagebrush, rice currant, yellow rabbitbrush, rubber rabbitbrush, snow buckwheat
There are no known federal threatened or endangered plant species at Alta Lake State Park.
However, there are several plant associations that are ranked as critically imperiled or imperiled
according to a 2008 vegetation survey including Black hawthorn/Woods’ rose (CRDO2-ROWO)
and Rock cliffs and talus; Smooth sumac/bluebunch wheatgrass (RHGL/PSSP6), both of which
are ranked imperiled (G2).
•

Also notable at Alta Lake are the cliffs and talus communities, which have other unique
vegetative features. Bigleaf maple (Acer Macrophyllum) and Rocky Mountain juniper (Juniperus
scopulorum) are occasionally found on the cliffs. The former are associated with western
Washington and the latter with the Great Basin. Several caves and rock shelters were found with
the gold-backed fern (Pentagramma triangularis) a species known in 2008 only in western
Washington. The predominance of bedrock outcrops at Alta Lake State Park supports other rockloving species including naked broomrape (orobanche uniflora), shrubby bedstraw (Galium
multiflorum), Idaho saxifrage (Saxifaga idahoensis) and wingstem monkeyflower (Mimulus
alsinoides). These are significant as they are either uncommon in Okanogan or Chelan counties
(Idaho saxifrage, shrubby bedstraw), or, in the case of, wingstem monkeyflower, heretofore were
only known from the West Cascades.

Wildlife
The following is a list of wildlife commonly found at the park.
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•

Birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other: sage-grouse, chukar, swallows, waterfowl

•

Mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other: Little brown bat, Big brown bat

•

Fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other:

Threatened and endangered species known to be on or near the site include:
•

Western gray squirrel (Sciurus griseus): State threatened

•

Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus): Federal species of concern

•

Golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos): State candidate

Environmental Health
There are no contamination sites according to the United States Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) search tool and no cleanup sites according to the Washington State Department of
Ecology’s search tool.

Facilities
Camping
The park has 93 standard campsites, 32 full-hookup sites, trailer dump, four restrooms (one
ADA), and 12 showers. The park also has one ADA hookup campsite and one ADA standard
campsite reservable by qualified individuals. Maximum site length is 38 feet (limited
availability).
Day-use
The park provides one kitchen shelter without electricity, two sheltered picnic tables, and 18
unsheltered picnic tables.
Trails
There are 2 miles of hiking trails
Water Activities & Features
Water recreation facilities including a 60-foot dock; swim area, and boat ramp.
Concessions
The park has a concession agreement for paddleboarding and kayak rentals.
Other
Alta Lake is located within two miles of Pateros. The schools, city and state park are active
partners in utilizing the park for appropriate community educational programs including annual
one-week environmental education course for sixth grade Pateros students.

Local Land Use
Local land use is regulated by Okanogan County. Alta Lake is covered under the Shoreline
Master Program and Comprehensive Plan.
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Shoreline Master Program Designations
There are 71.1 acres around Alta Lake that are designated as Shoreline - 27.47 acres of these are
designated Conservancy and 43.63 acres are designated as Shoreline Residential. The 27 acres
designated ‘Conservancy’ include two areas. One of these is along most of the eastern shore of
the lake, and the other includes a small piece of shoreline just west of the south end of the lake.
Definitions of the designations are:
Conservancy Environmental Designation: protect ecological functions, conserve existing natural
resources and valuable historic and cultural areas and provide recreational opportunities on
public lands and properties that are bound by a recorded conservancy easement in a trust or
governmental control limiting potential uses on the site for environmental and stewardship
purposes.
Shoreline Residential Designation: accommodate residential development outside of existing
cities consisting of the infill, development, or redevelopment of existing commercial, industrial,
residential, or mixed-use areas, whether characterized as shoreline development, villages,
hamlets, rural activity centers, or crossroads developments that are at a density or intensity
greater than allowed in rural areas.
Comprehensive Plan Designations
Alta Lake is designated Rural and Resource Recreation in the Okanogan County Comprehensive
Plan, which is consistent with the existing recreational use of the park.

Soils and Geology
Alta Lake State Park surrounds a north portion of the lake in a southwesterly area of the
Okanogan Highlands physiographic province, an area generally characterized by moderate
slopes and “broad rounded summits” (Franklin and Dyrness 1988:26). At an elevation of ca.
1,166 feet above mean sea level, Alta Lake is situated 2.5 miles southwest of Pateros,
Washington, at the north end of Alta Coulee. The coulee parallels a segment of the Columbia
River, present day Pateros Lake behind Wells Dam, elevated above and southwest of the
Columbia and Methow rivers’ confluence.
Local geology is dominated by steep heights composed of heterogenous metamorphic rocks;
however, the lake margins are within a unit of Pleistocene continental glacial drift (Schuster
2005:Map). Previously, the latter geologic unit was identified as Lake Wisconsin and pre-late
Wisconsin glacial drift or Holocene-era alluvium more commonly found on modern floodplains
and alluvial fans (Stoffel et al. 1991:Northeast Quadrant Map, 12: Kovanen and Slaymaker
2004:Figure 3). Pleistocene continental glacial drift is typified by “till and outwash clay, silt,
sand, gravel, cobbles, and boulders deposited by or originating from continental glaciers; locally
includes peat, nonglacial sediments, modified land, and artificial fill” (Schuster 2005:2). Alta
Coulee lies along the southern limits of the continental ice sheet, but was not itself formed by
glacial ice. However, west of Alta Coulee on Goat Mountain, Methow-Valley-derived glacial
erratics are found in the 4,500 to 4,600 feet elevation range. Soils surrounding the site are
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mapped as Conconully extremely stony loam on 0-25 percent sloptes whose subsurface profile
matches that of the broader soil series (Lenfesty 1980: Map Sheet No. 104, 18).
Water runoff is generally slow to medium and rangeland is a primary use of these soils (Lenfesty
1980:18). Near Camp Loop #2, such sediments are found on a natural hillside that appears
artificially terraced for roads and campground developments. A park-like overstory of ponderosa
pine is present, as well as native shrubs and groundcovers, weedy invader species and manicured
lawns.
Camp Loop #2 contains a domestic water well that was drilled in 1993. According to the water
well report from that time, the upper 0-2 feet was characterized by topsoil, followed by 2-25 feet
of sand, gravel and cobbles, and then underlain by 25-47 feet of sand and gravel, with layers of
clay (State of Washington 1993:1). No mention of volcanic ash was included in the well log.
Alta lake appears as a natural waterbody with no natural inlet or outlet and is the largest lake
within a considerable radius of many miles. It was previously calculated to cover ca. 187.4 acres,
with a maximum surveyed depth of 79 feet (Walcott 1973:294), even though some fishermen
maintain there are areas of greater depth. During undetermined times past, Alta Lake levels were
higher than present day, as evidenced by clearly visible high-water staining on talus armoring on
its eastern shoreline. Sources of the current pool include natural springs, precipitation, snowmelt
and pumping of water from Pateros Lake.

Cultural Resources
Limited archaeological testing has been completed in Alta Lake, including assessments done in
2016 and 2013 associated with facility replacement projects. Both reports summarize shovel
testing results located in an upland setting in the park’s Camp Loop #2. In 2013, prehistoric
artifacts were limited to lithic debitage and fire-cracked rock (fcr) observed during shovel
testing. (Debitage is all the material produced during the process of lithic reduction and the
production of chipped stones tools. Fire-cracked rock is rock of any type that has been altered
and split as the result of deliberate heating. In many cases, fire-cracked rock results when stones
were used to line hearths and earth ovens or were heated to provide longer-lasting heat-source).
Cultural deposits were identified beneath Mt. Mazama tephra dated to 6,850 years Before
Present (BP) and well above later identified Glacier Peak G tephra dated to 11,600 BP – the
latter at a nearby location (Foit:2015; Luttrell 2014a, 2015).
Alta Lake is within the Interior Salish-speaking Methow band’s traditional homeland (Ray
1936:Figure 1; Spier 1936:43). In the ethnographic period, a single native village was situated at
the Columbia and Methow rivers’ confluence. During the post-contact reservation period,
present-day Camp Loop #2 was part of Allotment No. 24 belonging to “Neek-kow-it,” also
known as “Indian Joe” and “Captain Joe.” His unusually large allotment of 603.85 acres was
reparation from cancellation of the Columbia Indian Reservation, also called the Columbia or
Moses Reserve. General Land Office (GLO) surveyors platted the boundaries of Allotment 24 in
1897, although it was originally surveyed in the mid-1880s (GLO 1897; Kappler 1904:911). The
land claim was one of five allotments in the general vicinity that were historically known as
Captain Joe’s settlement – in essence an extended historic native village of allottees focused on
the lower Methow River (Hart 2005:11). Captain Joe’s allotment was uniquely configured as a
strip of land that connected a lower segment of the Methow River and one of the best shorelines
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of Alta Lake. Methow Valley informants in 1957 described Native American use of the site in
1906 as primarily within the summer months; the winter months were spent on the Columbia.
In 1924, 150.40 acres of the Neek-kow-it allotment was simple-fee patented to the Pateros
community for a city park several miles from town. Reportedly, a state auditor contested the
right of the urban center to own property beyond the city limits (Okanogan Historical Society
2002:18). Whether or not the city was justified in park ownership under state or municipal lwa,
the property was deeded to State Parks on October 2, 1951 for one dollar. The deed requires that
land use be limited to park and recreation use only. Additional land acquisitions since that time
have increased the available public lands and recreation potential of Alta Lake State Park.
Archaeological recovery of prehistoric artifacts was quite small, as was the sample size. As with
many upland sites, prehistoric artifact densities can be meager and larger block excavations are
often necessary to capture the maximum of archaeological data. However, prehistoric artifacts in
the introduced fill are sourced from within Alta Lake State Park so the potential for prehistoric
use of the lake locale remains high. Mt. Mazama tephra previously identified in that same fill is
also from the park. The source of the fill is not determined with any certainty at this time.
Documentation of human activities on the Columbia River in the Pateros vicinity were
previously demonstrated from the archaeological context of the assessed sites where early
occupations either predate or immediately post-date the climactic Mt. Mazama eruption (Draper
1986a:45DO387:25; 1986b:450K419:14). Given that both riverine sites are not too many miles
distant from Alta Lake, there is no reason to think that prehistoric occupations of similar or lesser
antiquity are also present within Alta Lake State Park.

Real Estate, Leases and Agreements
Table 4 summarizes the property and rights acquired by State Parks (P-) at Alta Lake as well as
the leases, easements and agreements State Parks has granted to others (L-).
Table 4 Real Estate – Acquisitions, Leases and Agreements
Date

Instrument
Real Estate Code

Description

Property Acquired
1951

Special Deed
P-1

State parks purchases 150 acres of land and adjacent
shorelands from the city of Pateros

1958

Deed
P-2

Washington State Parks purchases 2,871’ of shorelands from
Washington State

1960

Warranty Deed
P-3

Washington State Parks acquires 24.7 acres of land and
shorelands from S. F. and Bertha Otto, along with a perpetual
easement for establishing a domestic water well, pump, and
pipeline for the production and delivery of water to the Alta
View subdivision
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1969

Roadway Easement
P-5

Flowage easement granted to State Parks and 31 Alta Lake
properties to overflow or cover the lands and shorelands with
any waters to an elevation of 1,165 feet through actions taken
to raise and/or stabilize level of Alta Lake.

1969

Water Right permit

Permit to appropriate public waters granted to State Parks by
State of WA, not to exceed 3.34 cubic feet/second for purpose
of restoring and maintaining the level of Alta Lake

1971

Appropriation
P-6

State Parks purchases 2.71 acres and easement from
Schluneger property owners for construction of underground
waterline from the Methow River to Alta Lake, restoring
property to natural condition and allowing access by property
owner for livestock grazing and other activities for normal
agricultural operations excluding permanent structures

1991

Parcel 4 Land and
Water Right P-4

Washington State Parks acquires 47 acres from Daryl Noyd
(Lot 4 of Alta Lake Heights Short Plat, with the water right
from the Alta Lake Golf Water System)

2013

Land Use Permit for
Pump Station P-7

20-year renewal agreement with Douglas County PUD for
access and use of irrigation intake at Methow River with a
capacity of less than 1 million gallons per day

Leases, easements and other agreements
1953

Right of way
easement
L-1

Right of way easement from S.F. Otto

1953

Easement
L-2

Easement to construct and maintain a power transmission line

1976

L-3

Easement to Pacific Bell to install, operate and maintain
underground telephone line

1976

L-4

Easement to Okanogan County PUD to install, operate and
maintain a primary underground electric distribution line

1978

L-5 Easement

Easement to Okanogan County for roadway easement to
reduced hazard of restricted sight distance

1978

L-6 Easement

Easement for underground telephone cable license

2011

L-7 Lease

Lease agreement to provide retail: food, beverage and
recreational equipment services
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BRIDGEPORT MANAGEMENT ISSUES
Lake Woods Golf Course Re-Use Plan

Background
The Lake Woods Golf Course ran a concession at Bridgeport State Park from 1963 to 2018.
Over time, the business was unable to make improvements and attract enough customers to
continue operation. In 2018, the lease was terminated. Since that time, State Parks has continued
to run the outdated irrigation system to keep the trees and grass alive but the infrastructure is in
need of significant repair. While some people expressed disappointment about the loss of the
golf course, which offered an inexpensive public golfing opportunity, many visitors now use the
area for walking. The links provide a natural path of trails and, when combined with the existing
Corps trails, can easily be made into hikes of longer distances. Many local visitors walk the trails
at Bridgeport including some who park and walk from the Corps day-use area.
Of the 622 total acres of the park, State Parks owns 342 acres and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) owns 280, which includes most of the developed areas of the park. State Parks
manages the entire property through a lease agreement with the Corps. The Corps has a
continuing obligation to provide recreation to mitigate for lands lost when the Chief Joseph Dam
was constructed. The current 25-year lease agreement between State Parks and the Corps calls
for continued operation of the golf course, upgrading the park’s irrigation system and continuing
productive dialogue with the Colville Confederated Tribe, in addition to other facility
improvements. Now that the golf course use is gone, the Corps supports use of the land for other
recreation uses including those recommended in this plan.
The CAMP process generated significant feedback about future use of the former golf course
property including continued trail use along the “links” and other recreation uses consistent with
the lease agreement State Parks holds with the Corps. Many local visitors use the park for daily
walks and are supportive of continuing this use of the land, which offers welcome shade and
grass especially during the hot summer months. Comments in support of expanded camping and
day-use were also expressed, where day-use and overnight visitors can enjoy river views, trails
and interpretive programming. RV campers are interested in sites that will accommodate larger
vehicles, noting the difficulty in securing the very few appropriately-sized and level sites at the
park each year. The land classification recommendations are discussed below and included in
Figure 3.
Public Comments
• More group camping and shade trees
• Provide more camping but preserve size of current sites; golf course property provides
opportunity for additional camping units without raising the commercialism of the camping
• Improved camping/RV facilities including more sites to accommodate 5th wheelers
• Cabins offer opportunity to leave the 5th wheeler at home and tow the boat
• Need larger RV sites; would be great along the water in old golf course area
• Like the idea of camping at the old golf course
• Like the idea of cabins along the water -in old golf course area
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•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

•

•

People want full hookups – would be great in area of old golf course
Everyone uses the existing trails – walking, biking
If you add more trails, make sure you add bathrooms
Add concession at the old clubhouse, with large seating area and selling things that people
need to drive to town for
Frisbee golf
Like the open area and green grass
Add more water features – e.g. wading pool for little kids
More recreational activities for children - spray park, bike trails, bike course; concession to
provide things we don’t have to drive into town for
Group camp
Cabins, tent cabins and other accommodations (look at other examples: Norway miniature
camping cabins, cargo containers, senior housing?)
Extended stay accommodations during the off season
Dog park
Bridgeport doesn’t have any hotels, provide option for visitors, including workers who come
for longer stays; when relatives come with lots of people, there’s nowhere for them to stay or
eat
Corps trail is popular; walkers/runners; surprised to see so much use there
ORV park
Can the golf course property be purchased by a private individual – could you develop
semipermanent senior housing; could be economic driver; the PUD is planning to develop a
hydrobattery facility here; if you could heat and cool those facilities with those resources;
housing would be cargo containers; they are building all over the world; starbucks
considering opening their store in one
The quiet and low number of campsites is appealing to some; vs the busy-ness of the Chelan
experience
Seems like once the Discover Pass came in, less locals used the park
City of Bridgeport is applying for economic development grant to look at Hwy 173 as a
corridor; obvious connection to the state park; the study will also try to understand how
important is it to have grocery store and hardware close by? Where is the synergy and the
demand going to come from to result in diversity in Bridgeport? Sharon – lots of traffic on 17
going up and down; used to get a lot of Canadian snowbirds; park started operating yearround two years ago
Check out Thompson Okanogan Tourism Association TOTA– they are aggressive marketer
using location technology to pair customers based on their locations and preferences for
certain activities; they attend big events like the giant RV shows in Phoenix; some of the
local businesses have advertised with them (e.g. business near Grand Coulee)
Planning Commission has been working with council to get trails plan prioritized in the
Comprehensive Plan; the park and city are nearly connected; it would be great to make this
more extensive – safe walking, biking from Pateros to Bridgeport; integrate State Parks and
Corps properties
Other city improvements include putting Foster Creek avenue back into action; the old
sterling hotel has become an apartment building; downtown carvings along main street
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•
•
•

87% of the population is Hispanic; nice retail sector to cater to the population here; need to
also attract other visitors
City had to close the swimming pool last year and may have to again because there aren’t
enough lifeguards
In response to Gebbers Farms and their engagement in community; they own their own buses
and use them to support employees when they are far from services - take them shopping,
etc.; would be surprised if they would partner for some of these things; they do horseback
riding for their ranches; helped get the boys and girls club into town and offer tours of
packing facility

Land Classification 1 (LC 1) is classified as Recreation. The area includes the land formerly used
by the golf course and will support continued use of the golf links as trails for visitors to use
within the park and to connect with other Corps trails located on the west side of the park. In
addition, consistent with the strip of land along the river (L2) which is classified as Resource
Recreation, a trail can be developed on the bluff with views of the river and beyond, maximizing
day-use and overnight visitors’ access to views. LC 1 will support future development of a new
and expanded group camp, additional RV and tent camping and development of a multipurpose
amphitheater/interpretive facility
Recommendation: Continue and expand the existing trail network throughout the park,
taking advantage of river views and old golf course layout and connecting with existing
adjacent trails managed by the Corps. Develop a new (or additional group camp),
expanded RV and tent camping and day use facilities, and develop a flexible multipurpose
amphitheater/interpretive event space for use by local groups, tribes and other interested
parties. Include functionality that will support a variety of diverse uses including tribal
ceremonies, youth environmental education and local government/community events.

LAND CLASSIFICATIONS AND LONG-TERM PARK
BOUNDARY RECOMMENDATIONS

Bridgeport State Park is classified as a combination of the land classifications below and as
graphically illustrated in Figure 9 and defined in Table 5.
Recreation applies to:
• Area noted as LC 1, which includes all developed areas of the park including camping,
day-use, boat ramp, office and operations and maintenance buildings as well as the
structures that were used for the golf course. This includes the golf course property as
well as some contiguous expansion of the currently developed area to allow for additional
high intensity development in the future.
• LC 1 will allow for future high intensity uses including camping, cabin development,
trails, gathering and picnic areas, as well as amphitheater/program space for events,
cultural activities and interpretive programming.
Resource Recreation applies to:
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•

Area noted as LC 2, including the strip of land located along the river next to the
developed area of the previous golf course. Resource recreation will support trail
development and other low and moderate intensity use.

Conditional activities in Recreation Areas: Recreation concession areas
Conditional activities in Resource Recreation Areas: None

Figure 9 Bridgeport Land Classifications and Long-Term Boundary Final Recommendation
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Table 5 Bridgeport Land Classifications

Bridgeport Land Classifications Description
Reference Proposed
Acres
Land
Classification

Description

LC 1

Recreation

467.34 This area is classified as Recreation and includes all
current developed areas within the park including
existing operations and maintenance areas. It supports a
concept that includes the expansion of the existing
developed footprint of the property, including the area
previously occupied by the Lake Woods Golf Course.
This area will support high intensity recreation facilities
and activities consistent with the lease agreement State
Parks holds with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
lease agreement 1. Included in the vision for this area of
the park is the expansion of camping, day-use and other
high intensity recreation including an expanded group
camp, RV sites and space for interpretive programming
and events. This area will also support future trail
development including a trail along the river’s edge and
connecting to other trails on USACE property to the
west.

LC 2

Resource
Recreation

155.16 This area is classified as Resource Recreation to
accommodate additional trail development in the future,
including: 1) Development of an interpretive trail in the
north and east area highlighting the more diverse
natural habitat, landscape and topography around the
wetter areas of the landscape; 2) More formal
development of what is casual access now from those
accessing the park from the north on the service road,
and walking through the existing group camp on the
way to the swim and other day-use areas of the park;
and 3) Development of a multi-purpose trail in the
shrub-steppe landscape. Similar to the trail segments
that exist on similar arid property adjacent to the park
on the west, this segment could be developed with
interpretive information about the shrub-steppe
landscape, including its flora and fauna.
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BRIDGEPORT STATE PARK MANAGEMENT APPROACHES
Natural Resources
Issue
Natural plant and
animal
communities
protection

Protect shared
natural resources
values

Management Approaches
• Protect and enhance, where possible, existing shrub-steppe landscape
and habitat for mule deer and other species (LC 2)
• Update plant and species inventory
• Remove non-native plant species from undeveloped areas and
rehabilitate natural plant communities
• Remove invasive species
• Coordinate with the Colville Confederated Tribe to plant native species
and support subsistence food cultivation consistent with tribal cultural
practices
• Coordinate with the Colville Tribe to manage shrub steppe update
landscape within the park; this may include weed management,
restoration activities and other improvements to support habitat for
native plants and animal species
•

Recreation
Issue

Management Approaches

Re-use of golf
course property

• Plan new recreation facilities and activities within the area designated
as LC 1 including:
o Expanded camping for groups, tent camping and RVs
o Amphitheater or other flexible programmable event space that can
be used by schools, community groups and tribal members for
environmental education, interpretation and other cultural events;
include kitchen, power and water facilities to support large groups
and flexible use
o Trails – see below

Trails

• Develop a complete trail network including
o Lakefront trail within the resource recreation designation along the
high bank of the lake (LC 2 portion along the river)
o Trail segments using existing golf course links (within LC 1)
o Trail connections with existing trails on adjacent USACE property
o Formalize trail along the existing service road leading from existing
group camp area to the northern boundary of the park
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• Coordinate with Douglas County PUD and other area partners to
develop a safe trail segment connecting Bridgeport State Park to the
town of Bridgeport
Camping

• Develop a mix of camping and other overnight accommodations within
LC 1, which provides enjoyment of lakefront views for day-use and
overnight visitors
• Relocate and expand existing group camp; develop additional group
camp
• Improve and expand the number and design of RV sites to
accommodate larger facilities

Swimming access

• Improve access so that visitors can park closer to the day-use swim area

Interpretation and Education
Issue

Management Approaches

Lack of
interpretive
program

•

•

•

Coordinate with the Colville Confederated Tribe to showcase tribal
history, culture and practices through education and interpretive
programs. This could include:
o Subsistence food production, harvest and restoration
o Salmon Day and Canoe Journey events
o Other interpretive programs associated with fishing and Chief
Joe hatchery.
Coordinate with area partners including Colville Confederated Tribe,
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, City of Bridgeport, Fort Okanogan
visitor center and Douglas County PUD to showcase area history and
development; develop recreational, cultural and interpretive programs
Coordinate with the Colville Tribe and local schools to offer an
Environmental Education program that includes activities within the
park

Facilities
Issue

Management Approaches

Public safety

• Install bear rubbish cans near playground and other park areas

Golf course area
irrigation system

• Upgrade the existing irrigation system to support the trails, camping
and event facilities developed in LC 1

Lack of facilities
for interpretive
and environmental
education

• Coordinate with area partners in design and development of new event
space to provide flexibility for multipurpose use
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programs

Cultural Resources
Issue

Management Approaches

Tribal events

• Coordinate with the Colville Confederated Tribes to identify dates and
facilities for tribal events (e.g. Salmon Day, Canoe Journey)
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BRIDGEPORT STATE PARK DESCRIPTION

Bridgeport State Park is a 622-acre camping park with 7,500 feet of freshwater shoreline on
Rufus Woods Lake. The park offers swimming, boating, fishing and camping, and is a lure for
hunters in the fall and those seeking a shady oasis during the hot summer months. The park is
located along the Columbia River, just above the Chief Joseph Dam. Visitors access the park
from Highway 17, which also leads to the town of Bridgeport. The Chief Joseph Hatchery and
other recreation lands owned by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) lie adjacent to the
park, to the west.
The current park boundary managed by Washington State Parks includes land owned by
Washington State Parks and USACE. Through a continuing cooperative agreement, Washington
State Parks manages 283 acres of Corps land within the total 748 acres of Bridgeport State Park.
The 25-year lease expires in 2040 and includes a list of planned park improvements and other
management commitments. Some commitments have been implemented (e.g. having the park
open year-round), while others are being considered through the current CAMP process,
including what kinds of recreation facilities should be considered to replace the old golf course.
Leaders of the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation have expressed interest in
management of the area, and the lease agreement requires the agency to maintain a positive
dialogue with them.

History
A park plaque honors Mr. Ralph Van Slyke who, with the most common garden tools, cut a park
in the valley above Chief Joseph Dam in the early 1960s. Van Slyke was a retired employee of
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.
The park was named for the town of Bridgeport, which from 1881 to 1889 was known as
Westfield. In 1889, Mr. J. Covert, a citizen of Bridgeport, Connecticut, came west to survey a
railroad route and renamed Westfield after his hometown.
The park was created as part of a cooperative agreement between Washington State Parks and
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The Corps is involved in park-building because of an
operating agreement for dams which requires the corps to rebuild recreation areas to mitigate
impacts from dam construction.

Jurisdiction

Bridgeport State Park is located in North Central Washington, in unincorporated Okanogan
County.

Location

Bridgeport State Park is located 3 miles northeast of Bridgeport off Highway 17. It is within
T29N, R26E and includes some land within T29N, R25E.
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Figure 10 Bridgeport and Alta Lake Vicinity Map

Current Staffing
The Central Lakes Management Area includes Chelan, 25-Mile and Bridgeport state parks, in
addition to Alta Lake State Park. The area is staffed by the area manager, who is a Park Ranger
4, one Office Assistant 3, two Park Ranger 3s, two Park Ranger 2s, two seasonal Park Ranger 1s,
one Construction & Maintenance (C&M) Supervisor, one C&M Project Specialist, one
Maintenance Mechanic 1, five seasonal Senior Park Aides, and 15 seasonal Park Aides.

Land and Shoreline
Bridgeport State Park provides 7,500 feet of freshwater shoreline along Rufus Woods Lake, the
Columbia River waterbody formed behind the Chief Joseph Dam. The Columba is an active and
dynamic water feature, exhibiting strong currents and cold temperatures, which can be hazardous
for untrained swimmers and boaters.

Water
Located within WRIA 50 (Foster), there is one unnamed intermittent single stream and one
unnamed continuous single stream within the area of Bridgeport State Park. Both lead to the
Columbia River which is perennial and a shoreline of the state.
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Plants
The following plants are found in Bridgeport State Park:
• Deciduous trees including alder, Norwood maple, aspen
• Evergreen trees including Douglas-fir, cedar, ponderosa pine
• Shrubs including Lewis’ mock-orange, Wood’s rose, parsnipflower buckwheat,
serviceberry, smooth sumac, wax currant, chokecherry, black hawthorn, western white
clematis, whiteleaf spiraea, kinnickinnick, Wyeth biscuitroot;
• Grass including bluebunch wheatgrass, pinegrass, thread grass, western needlegrass,
saltgrass, needle-and-thread grass
• Crop or grain: former agricultural field
• Water plants: water lily, eelgrass, milfoil, other
• Other types of vegetation: cottonwood, bitterbrush, oceanspray, scouring rush horsetail,
baltic rush, hardstem bulrush, arrowleaf balsamroot, common yarrow, littleleaf pussytoes,
round leaf alumroot, Rocky Mountain woodsia, smooth horsetail, basin wildrye,
sagebrush, rice currant, yellow rabbitbrush, rubber rabbitbrush, snow buckwheat
There are no threatened or endangered plant species at Bridgeport State Park. There are two plant
communities tentatively ranked critically imperiled including Needle-and-thread dunes
(HECO26) and Yellow rabbitbrush-rubber rabbitbrush-snow buckwheat dunes (ERNA10CHV18-ERN12). Several plant communities are listed as “imperiled.” These include Saskatoon
serviceberry-western poison ivy (AMAL2-TORY), Saskatoon serviceberry-Lewis’ mock
orange/blue bunch wheatgrass (AMAL2-PHLE4/PSSP6), Big sagebrush/basin wildrye
(ARTR2/LECI4) and Three-tip sagebrush/bluebunch wheatgrass (ARTR4/PSSP6)

Animals
The following are found at Bridgeport State Park:
• Birds: hawk, heron, eagle, songbirds, other: sage-grouse, chukar, swallows, waterfowl
• Mammals: deer, bear, elk, beaver, other: Little brown bat, Big brown bat
• Fish: bass, salmon, trout, herring, shellfish, other:
There are two threatened and endangered animal species at Bridgeport State Park. These include:
• Columbian Sharp-tailed grouse (Tympanuchus phasianellus): State endangered
• Greater Sage-grouse (Centrocercus urophasianus): State threatened, Federal candidate

Environmental Health
There are no contamination sites at or near Bridgeport State Park, according to the EPA search
tool. There is one cleanup site within one mile of Bridgeport State Park. The cleanup site name is
“Chief Joseph Dam,” and it is southwest of the park. According to the U.S. Department of
Transportation, there are no gas transmission and hazardous liquid pipelines on or near
Bridgeport State Park.
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Facilities
Camping The park provides 14 tent spaces, 20 water and electric sites, one dump station, two
restrooms (both ADA) and two showers. Maximum site length is 45 feet (limited availability).
The campground is situated on a lawn with many shade trees. Most facilities are modern.
Water Recreation Facilities Bridgeport provides two watercraft launches and 240 feet of dock
on the Columbia River (Rufus Woods Lake).
Other Recreation
Until 2018, Bridgeport State Park also featured a small nine-hole golf course, which was
operated as a park concession. After several years of diminished use, financial constraints
required State Parks to end the concession agreement. A key element of CAMP plan addresses
the future use of the golf course property for other recreation purposes.

Soils and Geology
The property is situated along the southern margins of the Okanogan Highlands physiographic
and geologic provinces. Therein, moderate slopes, rounded summits, diverse rock types; and
riverine “soils reflect the drier climate and transitional forest-grassland vegetation” present
thereabouts (Franklin and Dyrness 1973:26-27). Riverine sediments are range soils associated
with terraces and dunes as part of the Quincy-Skaha-Pogue grouping (Campbell and Aho
2002:General Soils Map). Other vegetation in the area is steppe sans tall sagebrush (Franklin and
Dyrness 1973:45). Understory is described as rather evenly mixed growth of sagebrush,
bunchgrass, Dalmation toadflax, rabbit brush and yarrow in a landscape with some surface
exposures of basalt cobbles, boulders and/or large basalt plugs or ‘haystacks’ circled by talus.

Cultural
Bridgeport State Park lies within the traditional territory of native peoples collectively known as
the Middle Columbia River Salishans, with the Southern Okanogan having probably the closest
cultural affiliation (Miller 1998:254). The latter Okanogan-speaking bands occupied an area of
the United States mostly north of the Columbia River in present-day Okanogan and Douglas
counties.
An expansive Colville Reservation was created by Executive Order in 1872 for some
constituents of the Middle Columbia River Salishans, as well as for select more easterly tribal
groups. Native occupation of the reserve was a slow and complex process that did not include all
tribes envisioned by the federal government. Public land sound of the Columbia River in T29N,
R26E was surveyed by the General Land Office (GLO) in 1887. Lands north of the river,
including the eastern portion of Section 18, were apparently un-surveyed reservation tracts (GLO
1887).
Some few years later in 1891, the northern one-half of the Colville Reservation was transferred
to the federal government in exchange for a monetary settlement. The greatly diminished reserve
was a substantial loss of homeland for many tribes and bands. Reservation lands in T29N, R26E
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were surveyed by the GLO in 1907, but no cultural features were identified at that time within
land sections north of the Columbia River (GLO 1907a).
A majority of Section 18 was evaluated as mountainous land and “exceptionally difficult to
survey” (GLO 1907b). Limited desirability of land in Section 18 during this period confirmed by
a 1916 map of available property within the diminished Colville Reservation (i.e., south half)
open for homesteading – wherein no Indian Allotments or other land claims had been made to
that date (Hunt 1916). Not until 1922 would land in the (project area for this assessment) leave
the public domain, upon issue of a Homestead Entry patent to Patrick Breslin. Patentee Breslin
initially acquired 318.80 acres locally, followed by another 79.60 acres via a livestock-raising
homestead in 1927. It appears that grazing was indeed a viable land use as earlier evaluated by
GLO surveyors.
To date, Washington State Parks owns land and leases land at Bridgeport State Park from
USACE for recreational management. Park development began in the 1960s as a federal-state
partnership. From a developmental beginning of a road; parking lot; and comfort station, park
infrastructure has continued to evolve to meet public needs and requirements.
Although four previously recorded archaeological sites are present in the park according to
DAHP databases, none were found in the proximity of this project.

Local Land Use
The area within Bridgeport State Park is included within the Colville Confederated Tribes
Reservation, which includes over 1.5 million acres. This area is outside the direct planning and
permitting authority of the county.

Real Estate, Leases and Agreements
Table 6 summarizes the property and rights acquired by State Parks (P-) at Bridgeport as well as
the leases, easements and agreements State Parks has granted to others (L-).
Table 6 Real Estate – Acquisitions, Leases and Agreements
Date

Instrument
Real Estate Code

Description

1955 2015

Lease
P-1, P-1A, P-1B

Dept of the Army lease agreements totaling 283.15 acres,
currently valid until 2035

1955

Warranty Deed
P-2

Washington State Parks acquires 40 acres of land deeded from
Henry Ebright

1956

Warranty Deed
P-3

Washington State Parks acquires 388 acres of land deeded from
Edward Louis

1964

Warranty Deed
P-4

Washington State Parks acquires 39.6 acres of land deeded from
Edward Louis
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1974

Warranty Deed
P-5

1974

Governor’s Deed ROW deeds to Okanogan County for county road
R-1, R-2, R-3

1986

Governor’s Deed ROE easement, road easement and land transfer to Dept of the
Army
R-4

2010

R-6

1963

Washington State Parks acquires 3.08 acres of land deeded from
Jack Wells, through land exchange where State Parks deeded
2.09 acres to Jack Wells (R-2) and Parks donated ROW to
Okanogan County (R-3)

Dept of Energy, BPA, purchases 2.3 acres from WSPRC for
hatchery housing site
Lease agreement between WSPRC and Lake Woods Golf
Course

1958

L-1

ROW easement for power to Nespelem Valley Cooperative, Inc.

1982

L-2

Construction easement for WRPRC from Dept of Army

1982

L-3

Construction easement for WSPRC from Dept of ARmy

1982

L-4

Powerline easement

1993

L-5

Access Road Easement to US Dept of Energy, BPA

1983

L-6

ROE for Dept of Army to locate section corners disturbed during
Chief Joe Dam construction

2015

L-7

Amendment to Special Use Lease, extending agreement until
Sept 30, 2035

2005

L-8

Trail easement (2.57 acres) from WSPRC to USACE

2008

L-9

ROE permit from WSPRC to The Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation for the hatchery project

2009

L-10

ROE permit from WSPC to The Confederated Tribes of the
Colville Reservation for test wells

2011

L-13

Deed of Water Pipeline and Access Easement between WSPRC
and USACE
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